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Shanghai mail advices of the 28th of Feb, 
were received in London on the 6th of April. 






BIRTHS. 


At Shanghai, on the 12th April, the wife 
of R. H, Extas, of a daughter. 


At Kiukiang, on the 8th of April, 1898, 
the wife of Czor A. V. Bowna, of a son. 
MARRIAGE. 


At the Cathedral, Shanghai, on 12th April, 








the Rev. Jamas Atexasper Srismox, Can: 
adian Presbyterian Mission, Honan, to 
Exzavera Mout, daughter of James Blac- 
Leas, Esq., Greenock, Scotland. 
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Tultitiats, 





ads; f. fog; h. hail; 1, 
wvereant (dal); rain | 
5. sow Fores from’ 1 to 12; 
eatimated. 
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AMERICAN OPINION ON RUSSIA'S 
DEALINGS WITH CHINA. 


——p as 
Tue New York Journal of Commerce, a 
thoroughly clear-headed and moderate 
paper, has very interesting article in its 
issue of the 12th ult., headed “ Russia 
and China.” At least ever since the 
Rebellion, there has been in the United 
States a general feeling of respect for, 
if not attachment to, the Russian empire, 
and therefore what the Journal of 
Commerce says may be taken as written 
without any prejudice against Russia, 

‘The writer begins by mentiouiug the 
difference between the Times’ correspon 
dent at Peking and the British Govern- 
ment on tho question whether Russia's 
demand for Port Arthur and ‘lalienwan 
was or was not accompanied by an 
ultimatum. ‘The official version, he says, 
must be accepted ; “‘ but, whatever may 
be the truth as to details, there is no 
question that Russia has made a de- 
mand for those ports; and, tliat being 
the case, the question of ultimatum or 
no ultimatum becomes o matter of 
secondary importance, She meaus to 
have those positions and that per- 
manently; though, to conciliate the 
amour propre of the Chinese. Emperor, 
sho may grant some seeming concessions 
as to the terms of occupation.” 

‘The question of leading interest for 
outside nations is, the Journal of Com- 
merce goes on to say, what use may 
Russia be expected to make of hér two 
vew ports and the rich territory they 
command? “Russia has more or less 
officially announced that the commerce 
of her Pacific ports will be made free 
to all nations ; she has not said, how- 
ever, that the terms as to tariffs and 
privileges will be the same to other 
couutries as to her own subjects. She 
might possibly make such a promise 
under diplomatic pressure, for she 
evidently sees that such an uuder- 
standiug would help to removeimportant 
obstacles to her contemplated acquisi- 
tions, But such engagements would 
necessarily be mere delusive feints.” 
Russia could not afford to carry out the 
promise if she made it, Her only chauce 
of making the venture pay her is to ex- 
clude all competition. “She is a com- 
mercial nation only in the narrowest . 
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and pettiest ssnse. She is devoid of 
the commercial spirit and the training 
of foreign competition. She lacks the 
variety of productive facilities and ex- 
perience needful for supplying the 
diversity of commodities China may 
need; noris the geuius-of her people 
such as to enable her to: bring ap the 
ataudard of her industries to these new 
requireméuts. ‘Tlins' far she bas beeii 
unable to establish any foreign’ demand 
for other products than those of the 
rawer aud grosser descriptious; aud 
what use would she find in China 
for such commodities? Her in- 
dustries are the counterpart of her 
general civilisation—but half developed. 
Her working class is dull, slow, uuinven- 
tive, devoid of the msthetic instinct, 
bound to the effeté prodactive methods 
of by-goue times, aud of low matiipula- 
tive capacity, ‘The important series of 
facts cited in our issue of the 10th in- 
starit demonstrate how far she ranks 
below the nations with which she would 
heve’ to compete in respect to her 
inenufacturing industries. In brief, 
Russia: of to-day is the product of a 
gross aud half-developed civilisation, — 
compared with her competitors an 
industrial void; and she can be nothing 
more until she extends the liberties 
and education of her people and lets in 
upon ther the diversified lights of 
modern progress,” 

Under these circumstances Russia 
ig not likely to take new territory as a 
stage or which to play the benevolent 
role of providing markets for her com- 
petitors, There is, indeed a strongly 
altruistic stfand iu the fabric of the 
Russian character, but it is not much 
iu evideuse in her governing classes. 
Even if by au’ inevitable system of 
differential tariffs she keeps out foreign 
conipetition, what can she do as long 
as she retains her preseut industrial 
indspacity to furnish any important 
amount of goods for her Chinese 
markets? “The industrial incapaci- 
ties of Russia cannot be better 
known to anybody than to her own 
astute statesmen, ‘I'his possibility of 
finding theChina venture a commercial 
failure owing to the causes indicated 
cau: hardly have escaped their delibera- 
tious aud is doubtless provided for as 8 
contingency ia their glans. With uon- 
feuiuuerative markets and the costly 
Manchurian system of riilways conse- 
quently a financial failure, what would 
be the next step? What could it be 
but annexation right and left, for the 
Aouble purpose of recoupiug her vast 
outlays aud thea multiplying her 
armies for winning the overwhelming 
Asiatic dominion which has long been 
the crowning ambition of ‘the Caars? 
This is the logical -solution of 
Russia’s policy in China. She has uo 
choice between this aud either receding 
from her present purposes or meeting 
the challenge of Powers with whose i= 
‘perative interests she is bound to con- 
‘Hict, ‘Russia is thus suudettaking a 
-stupendous risk, ‘She is ehallenging-the 
juterests of the world’s commerce and 











| the invincible power of th 











sgredt’ nations 
that ownif, The task is beyond her 





nded. Osman Bizud ’ 
bat other Reading Bete have bat 


achievement; byt her exclusiveness; killed. The Dervish joss is estimated 


her narrow appreciation’ of the real 
power of modern ideas and forces, and 
her contempt for the nations of smaller 
population but larger power, blind her 
to the inevitable failure of her and 
taking. Sooner or later this Chi 
venture’ must end im the removal of 
Caardom from the pathway of human 


ogress. 
ene article is such a gout one and 
so true that we have quoted nearly 
the whole of it, It agrees with what 
we have argued all along, that our 
Government, iiy their horror of war, 
which no doubt they consider dearly 
bought at any price, has. satisfied itself 
and endeavoured to satisfy the British 
public by accepting promises in return 
for substantial concessions. It is « grim 
satisfaction to see that a well-informed 


independent New York journal takes |! 


precisely the same view of the situa- 


tion; nor do we muppoee that the} 


leading members-of the British Cabinet 
have in their own minds any illusions 
on the subject, however they try to 
reassure the House of Commons. 





Summary of Hews. 





‘Tue French mail of the 12th of March 
arrived here on the 12th inst. by tho MBI. 
Co.'s steamer Indus. 

‘Tux American mail of the 23rd of March 
arrived here on the 17th inst. by the 
P.MLS.S. Co.'s steamer China. 

‘Tue Canadian mail of the 28th of March 
arrived hero on the 17th iust. by the 
RMS. Empress of India. 

A nuit loaves to-morrow moraing for 
Borope by the M.M. Co.'s steamer Ernest 
‘Simons. 





—_—+——— 


LATEST INTELLIGENCE. 


SUPPLIED THROUGH REUTER'S AGENCY 
EXCLUSIVELY TO THE “NORTH-OHINA 
DAILY NEWS.” 





London, 11th Ap 

THE UNITED STATES AND SPAIN. 

Yielding to the representations of 
the Pope and the Powers, Spain has 
granted an armistice to Cuba. 

The military party regards this 
decision as tantamount to a disgrace. 

Advices from Washington say that 
the ranting of an armistice has not 
changed the policy of President 
‘McKinley, whose message goes to 
Congress to-day. 

General Fitzhugh Lee, the Ameri- 
can Consul, has quitted Havana. * 

THE VICTORY IN THE SOUDAN. 

The British Brigade lost ten pri- 
Yates eilled and ninety wounded, and 
the Egyptian troops lost fifty-one. 
killed, and -fourteen native officers and | 
three hundred and nineteen men | 








af three thonsand men. 
London, 12th April. 
THE UNITED STATES AND SPAIN. 


j,_.eresident: McKinley’s message to 
‘Congress expatinfes on the’ Karbarities 
of the warfare in Cuba, and the serious 
effects on the United States of tlie 
perpetual revolution, whiok: war’ must 
finish, ‘Phe aske Congress. to 
authorise the use of force if it is deem- 
ed necessary: He’ deprecatés the re- 
cognition of the independeiice: of Cuba 
until a stable Government has been 
establish . 


President McKinley adds that 
since his message was written he: had 
been informed’ tliat Spain had pro- 
claimed an armistice and he urges 
Congress to carefully consider this, 

Both Houses referred the message 
to Committees. 


A GRACIOUS MESSAGE FROM THE 
KAISER, 


HLM. the Emperor William hes 
wired to Lord Salisbury his con- 
gratulations on the British viotory 
over the Dervishes, 

London; 13th April, 
RUMOURED WARLIK® REPORT OF 

THE U.S, SENATE COMMITTEE. 

It is believed that the report of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations of the 
U.S. Senate is in favour of declarin, 
the independence of Cuba, and-demand- 
ing that the Spanish forces shall quit 
Cuba ; and that it instructa the Presi- 
dent to employ all the forces of the 








eountry to execute these resolutions, 
‘The Cuban insurgents refuse to ac- 
cept an armistice. 
London, 14th April, 
|) THE UNITED STATES WILL NOT 
GIVE WAY. . 

‘The Committees on Foreign Re- 
lations of the U.S. Senate and of the 
House of Representatives have report~ 
ed in favour of immediately requestin, 
|Spain to withdraw from Cabs, ‘and 
| instructing President McKinley to use 
the forces of the United States to 
seoure the independence of the island. 

London, 15th April. 
THE IMPENDING WAR. 

The U.S. House of Representatives 
thas passed the Committee's Report b; 
322 votes-against 19. fee 

The U,S. Senate yotes to-morrow. 
War is scarcely avoidable, but it is 
reported that the Powets contemplate 
again mediating on more definite: 

TWO OCEAN GREYHOUNDS. 

‘The US. Navy Department has 





decided to purchase the American 
‘Liners St. Louis and St. Paul as 
auxiliary cruisers. 


DON .CARLOS TO THE FRONT. 
Don Carlos ‘has ‘issied a ,tnanifesto 
saying that if the Spanish Government 
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will not, take a 
down ‘by. the’ 


‘the Sas ara 
Ut 
Gome to Spain hiinsélf. A 





Lond: mn, 16th. April. 
PREPARATIONS FOR ‘WAR. 
The Spanish | Governmerit. has opened 


a national’ subscription for the* increasé 
of the f i 








the 


Pretleat iden the re: 
solutions of the U.S. Congrets: 
THE FRENCH NAVAL STATION 
IN THE SOUTH: . 
‘The ledsé ‘of’ Kangchouwan to 
France i is confirined. : 





‘Dum Director of, Sicawei Observatory ro- 
ports t. Monday, Uth’ April, 10 ‘Stat 
of the atmosphere’ on the 10H 
high over China and low in Japan. 
monsoon, the-S. Pirie weather. 
vii ‘the-niorning, of the £1th—The baronreter 
ig considerably ‘love ‘the ‘normal’ mean, 
Probabilities; S pe ‘Fine and: mild-wea- 
‘ModersteN:E: ‘monsoon along the 
S.const 5 wariablé ‘breezes in: the: N.— 
"Puesday,’ 12th ‘April; 10° a.m.—State of 
the atmosphere on-'the 11th.—High pres: 
tures over China and at Formosa, “Ordinary 
monsoon: ‘‘Very:beautiful weather. 
‘on the morning’of the'12th.—The barométer 
atands:above the averngé. Calm and: very 
fine weather. Probabil p.m.—Fine 
reathtor with light pi breezes along 
the. entire coast.-«:\Wednesday, 13th: April, 
10am, State of the atmosphore onthe 12th— 
Rather dso depression overManchuria and 
‘o8 the Seavof Japa. : The inonsoon 
te igaouptedvaorchot ‘the 80th .pasallel. 
Fine! ande:warrn weather ab’ Shanghai. 
‘State on the-marning ofthe 18th—Very fine 
and mild weathor. . Barometer: still above 
tho average. Probabilities, . 5° p.m:—Rine 
ther. ‘Tateiruption:.of monsoon along 
'S. coast, and moderate breezes. inthe 
‘Thursday, 14th. April, 10 
‘State of. tlie atmosphere, on the 23th.— 
Bwo centres. of high.,pressures,. one to.the 
S: of the "Yangtze, another at Ja 
Ms -y-varinble winds.and fine weather alon; 
rentire ooast.—State.on the. morning "5 
te ‘L4ih—Fine weather. Barometer: on 
the decline, but still.above the averago at 
Shanghai. -P) obabilit 6: p.m.—-Fine 
weathior with very variable, byeezos along |" 
the entice. const.—Friday, 16th April, 1 
m.—State of the atmosphere on. the 14th. 
e"The. barometric "maximum -has passed 
over Japan.. Fine and mild weather along 
the entire coast. - Fog atiplaces. . State on 
the morning ofthe "15th.—Calm, beautiful, 
‘and mild ieather. ‘The, barometer is falling 
‘and.the pressure has -bocome.inferior to 
the average. Probabilities, .5. p.m.—Fine 
weather. . Variable ‘breezes along. the S. 
coasb; moderate. inde from? the S. 
yuadrant.in- the N... Fog «in places. 
Sate of f.the atmasphere on. rhe athe -Baro- | 
meter lvls low: over the. whole of 
China. Very variable. breezes along the 
‘entire coast., Very hot weather at. Shan; 
shai=—tate. on. the morning. of the 16th.- 
warm. weather with’ fog in the 
‘The barometer is 





















































mornin; 
Sunday, “17th April, 10.30 a. 
‘the atmosphere on the 16th:—The nicximum 
lof pressurs. has advanced’ over Soochow. 
‘Very variable ‘winlls over the-whole coast 
‘and fog.in places. | State oti the morning of |'t 


the (7th.—Fine, calm, and’ warm weather 
pressiire below the average. Protubil 
5 -p-m-——Unsettled -. weather. 
strong. breezes’ along the” ‘north Coast, and" 
in thebouth.~ - i 


















‘State | ° 


‘Boards. aid“'Courts ‘who’ refused to: 
'the-rule in these : cases: «The 





ly. | mercenary, éelfish, ‘and timid advice of 





‘, | dastards and traitors to-their Emperor 
| and: country. °Fhe fate'of thie traitor- 
ees “Pei Grant ‘ 





je pen ‘ait'in a shaded | 











Rainfall 
iu inch 





Rai 


Fahr. ‘Te sjometer. x 
in inches. 


Max. 





ALARMING news vs has been received | 
from Peking: It is confidently stated 
pees ae ce of a formidable 








of some. 
| of the highest le-in. -the- Empire 

re believed pete dan; witish 
will certainly 





sympathy 


i 





huis who are i di 
tion at the-virtual sale of their ‘country 
¥6 Russia by the:Emperor's Ohinese 
advisers. ae 
WE fancy it will be found that the. 
Far Eastern: Guestions “as 






Fra on Listening made out tl 
® ‘somewhat significant:''and” urgent 
jkcing''as ‘to' whether |: 


ent ‘from 
fi Jennse had: taken. Newchwang. 


‘There--is “again, too; a very -urgent 
demand for- steam: coal i in Far Eastern 
ports t t 

News has reached here from Pe- 
king of'a brush between'Russian and 
Chinese soldiers “at Bisichon; near 
Port Arthur. ° 

‘A Pexina dispatch states. that a 
joint memorial signed by niesrly’ 1,200. 
Yoting'*metropolitan’ officials aid’ liter 
ary graduates of recent’ years :has 
been-présented to the ‘Throne-through 
a Prince'“6f the: Blood,- owing: tothe 
timidity’ or‘ worse ‘of’ tlie officéts of the 





transtnit: the document -as is. usually 





of the ‘meinorial“in ‘question is sited 
to be ani’exhiortation to’ the-Eniperor to 
se his-own judgment and maghood in 
considering the: it erisis «ins pol politi 
‘eal’ affites ‘and. not only ‘not trust the | 





‘the majority of the Imperial advisers, 
‘bat: in where there“ appears to | 
be not ‘the’slightest ground for doubt, ' 
‘td inake’a suminary “example of those ; 
who havé. hitherto proved. themselves | 








in ‘the Tmperial Pilate has |, 
| Bean discovered, and. the 


be witli«the | 1 
+ | the Town Bani 


| the Baayal 


Poking," lacing Colonel 
t ies cog Peay oe 


“root 


;the'time of the're-entry’of-thie E=nperor 
| Hoien. Fetig"into’ > Peking: after his'flight 
from’ thé” allied: Brinies of Great"Bri- 
in and Hxance to Jého, when both 
inen, were; summarily; decapitated -for 
treachery, was--vividly cited in the 











| memorial, snd the memorialists promis- 


ed his Majesty = imeteaten 


but there were ae not afew 
‘and, Mongols amongst them. ‘Owing 

to--the--manner‘in which-the-memorial 
i question’ was-handed icetoribe; Eu: 

‘was’ naturally obsetv 

Phe abel affair. The! Emperor is 
reported to--have been.imuchipleased 
and strengthened fnhis“Menrb upon 
reading the paper. 


“At. Bickos, "the new Erench Minister 
to.Peking,-arrived here by. the Jridus on 
Wednesday... Count, de Byzaure,, together 
with-the Consular, sta oid. other, promi- 
tient French residents, went:downrin a 
ich ta mect the.tender, uccompanied by 
‘There was.a large e gather 
ing at the French’ Consulate on ‘Chursday 
afferuoon to rective'M. Pichon. “Count de 
Bezaure and’ the mewbeis*of the Consular 
staf did the honours.and ‘tho proceedings 
posed ‘off’ most harmoniously... The ‘town 
and was ib.attendance ané played’ a most 
eajoyablo programme of music: 

We learn with scat pleasuiro that HBL. 
the; Gorm eanfyrzady upon 
eral lsre, 
the high ae jan of.the.second clang of 

rcvasian Ardar of the Orown, 

‘It appebrs’ that “by “doit ‘catioud *con- 
catenation of citenmstances,: Dor Bernardo 
F:-da'Cologari,’ Minister ‘of: Spai 
‘Acting’ Doyen ‘of the ‘Diploniatio, Body at 
“Denby, a Nhe 


























ister of the United States. 


nae Ei lee céticidence’ that on 
th dccasirin’ of ‘Princes Hetiry of Ptussin’s 
former visit to Shanghai’he drrived' in the 

ferman ‘gunboa\ ueDP on the 17h of 
‘April, 1880; 

+ Tae lists of subseribers to the tiffia to 
Prince Henry of Prunsie have-heen clysed, 
‘and.it is found. that -pootision will have to 
be. made fon nearly ; three; hundred-.glto- 
gether, It is. proposed’ if the-weather is 

fine to hold-the tiffin, ‘marquee ab, the 
Cauatry, Cluby-andoif sit-in; wek.at Chang 
Su-ho’s Garden.at 1 p.m. to-morrow. 


Cartity A: Lixo-Surrm;"€onsal for 
Denmark; gave 4 brilliant entertaingient at 
J | the Country Club 6n'Tiésday nighit ih honour 
Sap sree! birthdity of Ein Cliristinn: 
AIF the rink-and fashion ‘of Slianghai, 
‘including- Sir Nicholas Haprien, the Con- 
‘suls-General’ and Conguls, efc.,-in ‘full 
uniform; Tsai Taotal with his ataff, the ap 
‘tains: and offfcers~ from the’ 
4n-harbour, ‘had: been _invjt 
ere crowded, the Iadies -being in 
their brightest toifettes. programmes, 
very hapdsome,:had, all been-drawn and 
deqorated:- in: water-cgloars.:: by. hand, 
Danish ‘ladies.,:.The thangre 
was. hung..round;.with, shi 
were. the names .of: tha, Danish Bera 
Family,, King: Christian-, and, 
Ismise, Princes Frederik, Withelin ae 
| pins,--T -of:, Greece) -and Waldemas, ‘and 
Princesses Alexandra, Marie--:Dagmar, 
‘and. Thyra, with . Danish flags oe the 
flags “of .the counfries.“which they had 
Is, they. Had’ become ut- 
riage..: The: entertainment 
of tablequ-vicants by ‘, 
gentleman “of. tha, Dai 
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204, 206 and 207 were more or less serious- 
ly damaged’ by fire and water. A native 
child was said to have been burnt to death 
in No. 205, but there appears to be some 
doubt on the point. The fire was caused 
by burning wood falling from the cook- 
house stove and igniting some straw, which 
was left lying about the floor. The pro- 
perty, which belonged to Messrs. H. M. 
Schultz & Co., was fully insured; but 
there was no insurance on the contents. 

Ir is the intention of Carl Hertz, the 
celebrated conjurer, to appear for a brief 
season in Shanghai on his return from a visit 
to Japan, whither he is now proceeding. 

At the Russian Consulate-General on 
‘Tuesday, three Russian bluejackets were 
charged with being drunk and incapable 
and damaging the fittings of a cell at 
Hongkew Police Station. ‘They were 
ordered to pay $5 damages, and to be put 
on board their ship. 

A prtacuaent of the crew of the Russian 
man-of-war Kreysser were marched to the 
rifle range on Monday for target practice. 
The firing was at targets representing a 
section in extended order and the distances 
200 and 400 yards. As far as could be 
judged the hits averaged about 15 per 
‘cont. . 

Avy Association match was Played between 
teams representing H.M.S. Pigmy and the 
Shanghai Rangers on Friday afternoon, and 
resulted, after a good game, in a victory 
for the visitors by two goals to nil. 

Broyouists are warned to be careful of 
whore they leave their machines unattend- 
ed, as the unprincipled jinricshaman has 
discovered what may be dono by tho fur- 
tivo insertion of ‘a pin or nail in a pnouma- 
tic tire. 

We understand that it is proposed to 
move the quarantine station to Bush Is- 
land, so that incoming steamers may be 
inspected before they actually enter the 
Whangpoo river. 


HLE, Kuei Chiin, Governor of this pro- 
vince, Nieh, Provincial Treasurer, 
and Tsai Taotai . propose to entertain 
H.R.H. Prince Henry of Prussia at a Ball 
at the Bureau of Foreign Affairs, Bubbling 
‘Well Road, this evening, to which a large 
number of residents are invited. 


pispaton from Peking, dated the 3rd 
mnt, reports the approaching comple- 
tion of the railway between Lukou Bri 
Wost Pekin, Paoting, the provincial 
capital of Chihli, and that trains will be 
ready to run within a fortnight from dato 
betweon the two cities. 


‘Mn. Lo, formerly an acting magiatrato of 
tho Mixed Court hore, but who is now a full- 
fledged Taotai in rank, has b 

for from Nanking by H.E. 

King by 8 

to he 
tortaining H.R.H. Princo 
‘when ho comes to this port, 


‘A Pexsxo telegram to the local Man- 
darins reports that the Emperor has 
appointed H. H. the Prince of Li, and 
‘Thoir Excolloncies Li Hung-chang and 
Chang Yin-huan to go to Tientsin to meet 
Prince Henry of Prussia should the latter 
decide to visit Peking. 


‘Taem Excellencies K‘uei Chun, Gover- 
nor of this province, and Nieh Chu-Kuei, 
Provincial Treasurer, who arrived here on 
Wednesday night from Soochow for the 

urpose of welcoming Prince Henry of 
Prussia, aro staying, the first-named at the 
Bureau of Foreign Affairs on the Bubbling 
Well Road, and the other in Ambassador's 
Hall, North Honan Road. 


‘Was the Tartar-General of Nanking 
was making the monthly investigation of 
the military treasury of hisManchu Brigade, 
two thieves, disguised as members of the 
General’s bodyguard, also entered the 
vault and, during the confusion attending 
the opening of the. aycee boxes, managed 









































to extract two shoes of sycee without 
detection. It was not until the counting 
process had been gone twice over that the 
theft was discovered, but the thieves had 
got away. 

As a help to families too poor to pay for 
the services of a doctor, ‘eal Tactay 
had recently printed some 1,500 copies of a 
Chinese equivalent of Every Man his Own 
Physician, which he has had sent to a 
number of the gentry living within his 
jurisdiction to be distributed to every 
really poor and deserving family in the 
prefectures of Soochow and Sungkiang, 
and Taichang subprefecture, who may 
apply for acopy. ‘This philanthropic act is 
greatly applauded by the Chinese. 

‘As a sign of the times it appears that the 
people are getting more and more reckless of 
the consequences of the law as administered 
by their official ‘‘fathers and mothers.” 
On Sunday, as a number of yamén runners 
were escorting into the native citya man 
whom they had arrested, the friends of the 
prisoner suddenly rose from an ambush 
not far from the city gates and so hotly 
attacked the runners that the latter had 
to fly for their lives. The accused was 
liberated and now the runners dare not 
serve the summons again unless supported 
by soldiers. 

‘Wrrs reference to the new Treaty port 
of Chinwan or Chinwang, about which 
there was somo doubt at first as to its 
exact location, we are informed that it 
refers to one of tho islands near Peitaiho, 
in the Gulf of Pechi called Chin-wang- 


tao (ASE HG) or Island of the Prince of 
Chin. Tho tradition is that in the Han 
dynasty, between tho first and second 
centuries of the present era, one of tho 
Emperor's sons who had been created 
Chin, Wang or Prince of Chin, or Shensi 
province Ohin being the ancient mame of 

hensi and still used at tho present day,— 
had to seck rofuge in this island from his 
enemies, thus giving it his title. 

A Prxixe telegram states that owing to 
the many concessions granted to Russia by 
tho Emperor's advisers, several of tho 
Patriotic Chinese and Manchu Ministers 
ave secretly denounced those whom they 
deem traitors to the Throne, asking for 
the decapitation of some and’ banishment 
of others. If their prayer be not granted 
the memorialists threaten to follow Prince 
‘Kung's example and resign, plainly hinting 
that when the patriots rise in their in- 
dignation and take matters into their 
own hands in “clearing the atmosphere, 
around the Emperor,” the memorialists 
decline to be included in tho list of tho 
men already set down as having sold 
their country and Emperor to Russia. 


A connesronpest informs us that a 
Cantonese gentleman has written to a 
native friend in Shanghai who is engaged 
in educational work, asking him whether 
he thinks anything can be done in order to 
avert the dangers that threaten China at 
the present time. Ho recommends arbi. 
tration, and proposes a conference of al 
the Powers to consider the situation. Ho 
also speaks of a scheme that he thinks -will 
not only benefit China, but will eventually 
make war an impossibility. He calls the 
scheme “ War Assutance.” In his reply 
his friend has suggested the following re- 
medies. They stand in the order (so ho 
considers) of their relative importance :— 
1.—The union of all Protestant Churches 
throughout the world. -2.—A central col- 
lege for the study and development of 
international law. 3.—Constant inter- 
change of thought among the higher officials 
of the nations. 4.—Annual friendly con- 
ference of the World Rulers. We ;confess 
that we doubt whether the nations are yet 
ready to entrust their government to such 
‘‘a Parliament of Man, a Federation of the 
World.” 

A serous accident occurred on Monday 
morning on board H.MLS. Pigmy. Asis 





























tas | pamed Smith, ripping hi Teg from top to 





usually the case on Monday morning the 
crew were at sail and yard drill and the 
fore-topsail yard was beingsent up, when the 
wire atrop towhich the yard-rope was made 
fast parted, and the yard came down on 
deck, striking as it fall a leading seaman 





bottom and smashing his heel. The shi 
doctor had gone ashore a few minates 
before and the surgeon of the P. & O. 
steamer Verona was accordingly sent for 
and attended to the unfortunate man’s 
injuries, which were of a most shocking 
nature. 

‘Tae Glenturret has been ordered out to 
the Red Buoy, where she isto be quar- 
antined for ten dsys, unless more cases of 
= declare themselves in the interval. 

fer case, considering of what momentous 
importance it is to prevent, if possible, tho 
importation of the plague into Shanghai, 
shows the absolute necessity of removing 
the inspecting station to Woosung. She 
might have crossed the Bai id th 
been unable to got out again, ing 
contro of infection actually in the river. 

Ir seems that the plague scare in con- 
nection with the alloged cases on board the 
Glenturret has been greatly oxaggerated. 
‘There has actually been one death on board, 
and itJappears that that was a somewhat 
doubtful case, and the other cases which 
were said to have occurred turn out to be 
those of six men whom the doctor ‘did 
not like the look of,” but there have been 
no other cases, ‘There were no passengers 
taken on board!at Hongkong and no Hong- 
Kong cargo, the man who died boing ono 
of the crew. He joined the ship on the 
Ist inst. complained of being ill on the 7th, 
gnd died on tho 9th while the ship was 
‘ashore on the Bar. ‘The ship was thorough- 
ly disinfected on the 13th, and the Chinese 
quarters closed up for 12 hours, with burn- 
ing sulphur inside, and everything that 
passes between tho ship and Shanghai ia 
thoroughly fumigated, every precaution 
being taken to prevent any fartheroutbreak., 

We aro asked to explain that tho car. 
tridges stored in supposed watertight cases, 
which leaked. on board H.M.S. Whiting 
were 1,000 12-bore cartridges belonging to 
one of the officers of the ship. « 

HLM. torrevo-boar pesrroxer Whiting 
left for Chefoo on Tuesday morning. 

We learn that in his anxiety for the 
health of the crews, Commodore Dewey has 
moved the U.S. Squadron under his 
command to Mirs Bay, some ten miles or 
more to the North-east of Hongkong. 

‘HLM.S. Esk was at Hankow on the 11th 
instant. 

‘Tae Japanese cruiser Takao arrived hero 
on Wednesday afternoon. 

Tue N.Y.K. Transpacific steamer Kago- 
shima Maru, which left Seattle on the 
24th ult., arrived at Yokohama on the 12th 
inst. 

Tae P. & O. steamer Coromandel with 
the London mails of the 18th of March left 
Hongkong at daylight yastorday. She 
brings 412 chests of Malwa and 35 chests 
of Bengal opium. 

Tae D.D.R. steamer Bellona 
Singapore for Hongkong on Saturday. 

Tue ss. Oolong arrived at Yokohama 
from Kobe on Saturday morning. 

Messrs. S. C. Farnham & Co., Ld.’s, 
ship Drumeltan arrived at New York on 
‘Wednesday Inst, 108 days from Hongkong. 

As the blue-funnel steamer Teucer was 
hauling off from the Associated Wharves to 
the buoy on Friday morning one of the 
lines fouled her propeller. Divers were at 
work during the afternoon endesvouring 
to clear it. 

‘Tue Captain of the Norwegian steamer 
Rheingold reports that off the Tungaha 
lightship he passed the body of a Euro- 
pean, floating faco downwards. The body 
was dressed in a black coat and light 
trousers. 
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‘Pam sk cartied. in the..EZmpress. of 
Japan-shich left. here-onithe 19th-of March 
arnted-in New, ork on Friday Jest... 

We hava received-the Report ond.Ac- 


counts for 1887 of the North-Ohina insur! . 
‘The income .fromapremia ! a native was charged .by Inspector J 


ance :Go., ‘Ld. 
was cvoluntarily restricted by ‘Tis. -169,000, 
Dut the result’ was anestimated profit 
‘Tis. 162,000,- edabling th 
recommend a sdivtend-of 10 « 
bonus af 10.°/, on aontributory premia..; 
We-have received from the publishers, 
Messrs. Simpkin, Marshall & Co., London, 
a rery-hansomeveolume of 270 pagos 
iluxtrnted with photographs,.and bound 
in white-cloth-and: Japanese gold “brocade, 
entitled Goldfields and :(Gh» ysanthemuns, | 
Notes vf: Ceavelin. Australia and Japan. | 
By-Oatherine Bond.: 1898. 1... 2 
lsptiere feceived the -Blatohinsue of 
the:!Ooreih’ Repository, lished st the 
‘Tallingual Press, Seoul’: see 
Wer hitve revetved tho Repdtt ‘for 1897 | 
of tthe-Chind” Agency, of ‘the Britixh’ aid | 
Forsigh “BiUld ‘Society, of whith tlie Rev. 
G: Hy Bondfeld iatheagent.. ‘The: 
makes ‘eipinsphtet of 72:yieges,; printediat 
the Amvrican ‘Proghytorian Mission «Press 
We hive alay'tecsived) ‘printed. at the 
santo Brass cho: Ruport for 1887! ofthe 
Hasngthow Medical Mission, in.-connection | 
with thow,ML8,j0 in scharge-ioftDrs. D. 
Ditnenn ‘Mati and), (Ts: GKember. -t 
makes!a let of 119. pages; illustrated | 
with photographs ot! the Mfen's Hospita, | 
‘Hoangohnw,wbed.imthe Women's Hospital, | 
an-Opium-smoker, anda Leper. , 
We ‘have received from, Messrs."'Keliy 
& Walsh, the printers, a copy ‘af the’Race | 
Bodk for the forthcoming meeting. “It is a 
very good imitation /6P' the “books that the 
North:China Herald Office hug printed: for | 





























the’ Rico :Club: for .somé forty years, the 
only difference. being that-by leaving out 
the’ titles" of the owners, roum has been 
made far ‘a column for jockeys. This is a 
decidedly useful innovation. 


We have. received from Mr. E. ee 


agent: -af* the-Singer Cycle. Co.,. Ed., 
Coventiy, a hiaadsome blotting ‘took 

picture uf a Yair wheeler on a Singer, 
& pamphlet of 90 pages, being ‘the 
trated ‘catalégae of the Singer-Co.’s well- 
known manufactures. 


‘We have now recsivi 
numbers of Cisrell & Co.'s very attractive 
serige of ‘brockuires, ‘The. Queen's Empire, | 
which “is, respectfully dedicated .to the 
Queon, “snd: “iNustratés the _ distinctive’ 

th i jects in: all 
ch issue, 
Bdi:én -: paper “cover, « contains 
twenty or more admitable-reproductions of 
photographa,, about 9-by Gh: inches. Part 
1 deals, with .the:.Governmentwof .the, 
Empire ;.part 2 shows ‘how ‘the Queen and; 
her subjects travel; part 3 how the, 
Queen's «subjects, worship ; 
devoted toInbour,in, the Queen's Empiré. 
In part’S we Jiave photographs of sporta’ 
over the.:aworld :“part.6' deals with ‘the | 
homes of the Queen and her peojile, and, 
there are some striking contrasts in’ these. ' 
‘We find bpposite eath other; ‘for instance, 
“ An Trigh Fart) ini County “Donegat "ai 
‘Miomos in the Water: «Malay Village: 
while another:opening:gites-usia gipsy en- 
campiment in Essex, andthe interion of:.a 
Cauadian log-house... Part 7-is again de- 
voted:to vatious-forms of:labour, -nnd.. part! 
B shows how the Queen's subjects amuse 
themselves. ; Part, 9 contains a series-“of 
magnificent photographs .of -the Queen's 
Navy ; part 10-shiows famous placés of wor- 
ship: in tho’ Queeri’s Empire ; and, part 11 
is ‘entitled “ On her Majesty's Service : The | 
Army,” and contains, among many otheis, 
excbilent photoxraphs bf ‘the Honourable 
Artillery’ Com; of “London, * and "the: 
patatle of the” Hongkdng Police:”- The 
photographs sre” valuable -themselves~as' 
works of arty many “of thém being-vety 
attractive views, very carefully reproduced: 























































{ faliits purpose of:being.s..unique pictorial 


‘of | buyer of 81, also. with having: 


| ordered to, beexpelled from the Settlement. 


‘Report | 


{and with returning from-< 


“ito take plhce-on his ‘premises. “This-being 


altogether.cleren | $29 









Vand. the.work, whon..complete; will well. 

} Fecord of.the Queen's Empire in-the year 

+ of Her Majesty's Diamond Jubilee. 

Az the Mixed Court on Tuesday morning, 
Reed 

| ith seling bad rea aud. defrauing- tho 
is 

sion a boatload of thesame tes, with intent 

to defmaud:the. public... The prisoner, was 





‘Two. Ningpo.. men were. charged with 
‘keeping seven boys and. treating them.as | 
slaves, compelling them .to.. work:yand 
taking. away the is, and assaulting 
‘and illtreating..thera, generally... ‘The caso 
as remanded for the, production of further 
‘evidence—The lopg drawn-out Evans v, 
‘Soo Pad-sun case again camé on for hearing 
‘on. Wednesday inording, . The defendant, 
‘handed in ‘his deferice in yriting, 
‘save the interminable argument 
swouild: be- surp’ to, atise, 

that the complainant ‘shot 
answer in writing, 












which 
* was. suggested 
tld. put in_an 
and-at, ‘the same time’ 
roduée such documents aid carrespon- 
jeivce bearing on thé éase‘as he might have | 





in his possession. The Assessor pointed 
out that if this course were not adopted, the 
case would probably'run on for another | 
two years.—A well-known offender was} 
charged. with being a suspicious character 

‘Neportation. “He 
“to “receive 300° blows and 
to“ undergo-'six ‘mouths’ imprisonment. | 
—On-"Thurdday “thorning -a--native: wis 
charged -with ‘having ‘in -company ‘with! 
two: others not in custody obtained -¢rom| 
‘d shop in Kiangse Rosd,.a quantity of 
Block tin, value Tis. 475, and.paid for the. 
‘same with what.was. afterwards: found. to ' 
‘be a bogus cheque. Two of them succeeded | 
in making. their escape, -but_the one was 
arrested whein.a.short. distance ,from 'Soo- | 
chow.where .he intendod to. dispose of the 
property. . He was: sentenced: to two hun- 
dred blows and three months’ imprison- 
ment. A boy” was sentenced to’ week's 
chngae and to be deported ‘for stating two 
‘blankets ahd a‘number of-tirall articles 
from the. .Family . Hotel, “where -‘he ~was 
fornierly ‘employed. roprietor of “a 
‘tea-shop:in'the Foochdw “was'sul 
montd forallowing an indecent performance 























liis first offence he was let off with a'fine of ' 


| Topas was given on Thursday by the’ 
‘Mixed Court ‘magistrate in the case, of the 
National Bank .of China ¢..The’ Gay Dah’ 
Bink, in favour af the plaintiffs for the | 
fullamount élaimed on the disputed bank! 
ordgrs, byt,without interest... 3, . 
+ Tue four principal prizes: in the Manila | 
lottery. this month have fallen to Nos. 
‘7,477; 20,750 ; 10;304 ; and 18,000: 
"" Wahavie recéived the Peking and. Tientsin, 
‘Times of the.8th. takes ‘the view, 
that the acquisition of Weihaiwei and the 
opening of Chinmantao, .better known. as 
ngho, counterbalance all Russis 
in the North.  Chinwantao is ‘in 
Funing district of the province of Chihli, 
little. S,W..of Shanhaikuan, and riot,on the 
Liaotung Peninsula.—The Peilio Improve- 
ment scheme-has been-favourably recoived 
bythe Diplomatic Body at Peking.—The' 
Pand T. Times says :— oS 
“ Qar esteemed native caritemparaty the 
Kuo Wen.Pao of the5th ‘inst. states thiat) 
on the 30th-ult. H.B.M.’s Minister, ..Si 
Claude Macdonald,- demanded - from ‘the’ 
Chinese Government a Iéase of Weihaiwei, 
-al station, coupling the demand 
rect hiint that any hesitation. 




































ipretty 
acceding to‘it-might ‘possibly eventuate, 
in the bombardment of Port.Arthar. 








must séttle the niatter as promptly as the'| 
indisposition of,Prince King wotild permit 

“Our contemporary also stated that-on 
the 30th.ult. a telegram was received ‘from’ 
London ‘to“the“effect:‘that ‘Sir -Nicholss 
O’Conor ‘had had -an audience with the: 
























| at 


“| number-of coolies wit 


}Ozar. (sic), and notified. hin .fhat” unless 
the Russian. troops, were withdrawn from 
Port. Arthur, British forces. would be 
forced to assume an aggressive attitude. -. 
“The French. Minister is furthermore 
represented to have .said..that \as.so0n, as 
the British ‘egotiatione, wero. completed. 
France would demand a port in the north, 
“While due allowance must be made. for 
a certain amount. of , exaggeration, on..the 
Part of our contemporary, and. the incon- 
gruities of translation, it ‘willbe seen 
‘from Renter's ‘telograuve’ that "thero: was 
a Kernel of fact-in ‘the Kuo,’ "a's 
statements, and that if crude in detail “the 
situation ‘was not altogether incorrectly 
depicted.” -. zg eres 
_ We -understand that the'Kuo Wen Pao 
rves its reputation ‘vf ‘being ‘a‘romark- 
ably well-infprmed paper. 
1. We have received Hongkonix papers’to 
the 9th inst.—H.M.S. Bonaventure was to 
leave on‘thie 14th ‘ult: for the'China'station. 
—Mr. H. E. Wodehouse was honoured with 
a number ‘of -addresses "and “handsorie, 
soemirta on hi retifeméat from the eervice, 
The -Hongkong Telegraph -metitions the 
‘purchase by Commodore Dewey, U:8.N.; of 
thé'Banigkok liner-Nénshan,: witha cargo 
‘of 3,000 tons of Cardiff coal, newly arrived 
from:Singapore, ‘for £82,000.. :'She:iaito-be 
used ass coabing tendér.-—"ThreU-8: revenue 
cutter Hugh: M¢Ciltoch, from San Feancisco, 
‘andithe cruiser.Baltimore :from»Honolula, 
were shortly:expected.—Che total reported 
Hiaguo,eanes in Hongkong from :the slat,of 
‘Sanuary,to,the.5th of April were! 286, and - 
‘the deaths 243,—The Hongkong Daily: Byes 
recommends ithe, -construction.of.a:railway 
with British capital and,of British material 
from Kowloon to Canton, and thenco, 
following for the most part the course.of 
ithe West ‘River, to ‘the Chinese town of 
Lungehou, near the Tongking boundary. 
‘in saterinos ¥ Me palare recent pia 
pment, the Hoiigkoiig jraph says : 
The fact of tho mattor is’ tint Great 
Wo 
































Britain’ thas: ‘been ‘fooled .by Russia, 
get Weihniwei, wwhich ‘Mr. Balfour 
not ‘to‘be used’ for trade 

worth having, 
domo unknown places.oponed 













rales; for 


‘jal wo: know, ‘they may ‘be-ofins dittle-uso 


‘as Wenchow or Niigata, and-in -any.case 
their opening. is to.:the ,advyantage.of ,all 
nations, -not .a British advantage. to bal- 


.| ince :the Russian. gains.» Russia gets, on 


Br.:Balfour’s .own: showing, control .of 
North China and. Manchuria’ by, her for- 
tresses and railways, . against which our 
ocoupation of “‘Wethaiwel., will count, for 

thing. Mr. Balfour complacently says 
ritain-shas-no-reasén st6. com)iluins-of 
‘nssin's “eonimercial-- policy,” “nt-'the- vory 
time when: Russia is forbidding British 
vessels to'engagoin‘the Black Sea consting 








in 
‘| trade,-sind: is ‘drawing:China ‘tratle to the: 





Trans-Siberian route the: abolition:of 
duties: ithere;.-Butoum' svas! -to.the.ww Hfreo 
rt, as Talienwan isitotbe ; Talionwan will 
sno more a free port than Batoumn i 
‘Tue Hongkdrig Daily Press’ ofthe «8th 
says:—"{here havolbeon some lively doings 
in the neighbourhood-of the Sugar Refinery 

-BastPoint-the last day:-or two, :On 
Wednesday evening»one- of 'the ‘foremen, 
Me. Gidley, was set uponat-the work-by a 
: shovels,...He,felled 
one of them with : wooden ‘hoppers. A 
man named Lee then cime.down and pre- 
senting his. pipe at the. coolies dispersed 
them, they thinking it was arevolver.. One 
of the coolies was sentenced to three mouths’ 
iniprisonment yesterday for assaulting Mr. 
Gidley, and. another was sentenced to six 
weeks’ imprisonment, for. disorderly -con- 
duct in the neighbourhood of the works 

















Chinese Government were notified that they ; yésterday:morning. -On'the latter oteasion 


PC. “Moaré- observed ‘acrowd cnear-the 
| manager's office. ‘He 'told tliem'todisperse, 
bit: they: refused: to: do-so,-and-swhen' he 
had secured a‘lukong’s sword andl brandish- 
ed:it/he'was equally unsuccessful: Beating 
a retreat to.:the ‘police latinch, ‘he'got-ou 
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ig.revolver and returned with it 
‘soon, 9s. the érowd saw.the 
ed, one of ‘ther ‘beinj 













‘however, | 








spel q 
arrested’ We undérstand that the Refinery‘ 
inquestion is now known as the abode of | 


+t Sweetness and Fight.” : 

‘ax following ‘notes are from the Hong-_j 
kong Daily Press of the 7th instant :-— | 
Tn'order to encourage the study of the 
‘Chinese language the Government of India| 
have decided that a year’s leave, with full 
spay, shall be granted to an officer proceed. 
fing *to Peking -with tho view of placing” 
himself under instruction, the -Ieave to. 








a i te. ich ‘| yer. 
begin s fortnight from the date upon which | #7 sot exponditure to the. extent ‘of 47 char Tapes 


the officor is informed that he has. 
itherpreliminary test and has.permission to, 
leave India. 

A Bouter's telegram dated Berlin, 6th 
‘March, says :—A telegram from China, 
states; that the incident arising out of the | 
sattack ;made on the German missionary’ 
‘Homeyer, who-was-wounded.and robbed in. 
Canton ‘has been satisfactorily ‘settled.’ 
‘The: actual assailants and also the officials 
roharged with remissness after the attack. 
thad sbecotne -known ‘aro :to .be punish-. 
ied. fhe. Governor-General has ordered a’ 
hobsisiderable :sum’ of money to be,paid as 
sindemnity:and three. buildings are to be' 
»provided «forthe -safo housing of the mi 
sionaries. 





ve ‘received Corea ‘and ‘Japan; 
‘dates ‘from Seoul to 









to"Mr. ‘Alexeieff, published: 
‘Endependent, shows’ that there we! 
“grave mistakes in the latter’s'recent state 
tment /of! Corean finances, : the balance ‘left 
\by'Mr.tBrown “in: the “Treasury »whon his, 
rol censéd being very: much larger than, 
istated iby Mr. Aloxeieff.—The valuc' of 
+200*blows at Seoul -is-828. This: is; the 
gum paid'by the ex-Ohief Commissioner 
‘of Polics:to escape the punishment. award- 















“ed him ‘for arresting ox:Minister’ Yo Chai- 
+ gitn Gwithut: a! permit from-the Throne,— 
‘Mfr. Alexeieff ‘explains his’ version, of the 





‘aidcounts, : apparently satisfactorily, ;in-.an 
saniwor (‘to “Mr. \McLeavy » Brown.—The 
Inde ¢contridicts the story that, the 
it of 'therdleet: had. to clear qut of Chi 
raulpo'harboitrvto: enable the Powerful to 
: turn rdund.—The Japan papers record with 
rgreat-reyret, tho at. 
“Bistvult.,.of Mrs. E. J..Moss.—In the casé 
vofcthe suicide ‘of Mr. ins, the 












Collins, 
yeoronet’s ‘inquest: resulted in a verdict of 
\ temporary inganity.—The Mitsui family 
‘propose to. built large godowns and a. pier 
‘to accommodate four 6,000 ton-steamers at 





~Kobe.—The, ,stenmor.Esashi Maru | has | Germ 


tboen¢wrecked con‘shor-way to Otaru-and 
several: lives wore lost.—The steamer Hoto 
Maru ifounded off Takehara ou the 2nd.— 
‘Whe-Diot is to meet on the 14th. PE, and 

for'21-days.—The Japanese Opposition 
Prees:is..taking ,umbrage at. the proposed 
-sleaso.of iwei to. Great: Britain.—Mr: 
:Matunin, thenew Russian Minister, strived 
at Seoul .onj the 4th.—Baron Nishi is 
‘apxious: to resign the portfolio.of Foreign 

irs, There :was an,unimportant.fire in 
sa godown at. Yokohama oceypied by-.J. Re: 
‘Simon''é&: Co. .on the 5th,—The Japanese 
veruiser Takao, iwhich: was expected  liere 
‘to relieve the, Tsukushi, had her starboard 
‘bow damaged by collision with .a. sailing 
“-yessel;in, the InJand Sea on the ist.—It is 
izumoured-that Mr. Hoshi. Toru, is. to, be 
‘recalled from Washington and mad@ Foreign 


























7 Seoretary.—Tho, shareholders of the Naga- |. 


saki Hotel Co., Ld., liave determined to 
iasue 7 per cont debentures to the: extent 
of” $170,000,' redetihable ‘in -tiot‘Jess than 
1:10 and:nob:more tian 20 years.—The. only 
‘man-of-war in'Nagasaki-harbour on the 8th 
+ as:the Russian gunboat Sivoutch. . 
‘The *Kobe- Chronicle’ hasi the’ following 
telegrams from Japanese-papets:— 
: “Sedul,, 2nd: April. 
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\d,;| Saturday, the Eastern question was con- 





‘okohama on the | Dj 


uitlaws at ‘Quelpart Island. “‘The.departure | 
VoE ‘the Japanese gunboat Maya “from_ 
Chemtilpo-is believed to be'connected with’ 
‘the incident. 
‘Tokio,’2nd April. 

3In an address ‘to ‘the menibers ‘of ‘the 
‘Mitsui Club, “consisting of the leading 
merchants and ‘bankels, ‘Count Inouye, 
the‘Minister for Finance, stated that ‘the 
‘excess of ‘imports over exports this year; 
‘was estimated to ‘amount ‘to 120 million’| 
yen, “The reserve ‘of reil currency “heli 
Mby -the Bank of Japan‘is ‘170 iniliion yen, 
and will thus be reduced to 5 ion | 
‘Reductions “had -been ‘made ‘in the’ 





million yen, but it was advisable to-con-" 
sider -how’ the ‘financial position of . the: 
‘country could’be put oma more satisfactory’ 
footing. : 





Seoul, 3rd April. 

Intelligence has been received here from. 

Mokpo that a number of Japanese fisher-’ 

men have been murdered at Changhin,: 
0. 


Chulla-d 
Tokio, 4th ‘April. 
‘From the 24th to the 30¢h of Jast month, 
"7 fresh cases of bibonic plague and 1 death 
were reported in -Chinchiku prefecture, 
V7 cases and 11 deaths.in Taichu prefec- 
ture, '11 cases and 5 deaths in'Kagi prefec- 
ture, and 1 death in Tainan, prefecture. 
‘At the special Cabinet Council: held on’ 


sidered among other affairs. ‘It is stated 
that the news of the assombly , of tho 
British ,quadron at Chefoo was held to be 
correct, also that Great Britain had .de- 
manded a lease of Weihaiwei, but the 
report that Great “Britain would. occupy: 
Port Arthur'in case Ohina ‘declined - to’ 
grant x ‘lease .of  Weihai 
sidered (to be incredible. ‘The relations 
‘botwoon «Great Britain :and ” Russia .h 
not: reached ‘such «: 
question “whether Weil 
evacuated or not was discussed, but it is, 
said. no decision was arrived: at. 
Peking, 4th A) 
Germany'has domanded from the Chinese 
Government an. extension of the boundary. 
of tho territory leased at‘Kiaochou. i 
Sth April. 
A usiber of induentil politicians, in 
cluding members of both Houses of* the 
jiet, held a conference ‘yesterday and’ 
adopted the following resolations :— 
1—That as: Japan originally. returned 
Liaotung. with’ the object of, maintaining 
peace in the Orient, a protest must be made 
against-the.presont action of Russia and 
















any. 
2.—That in caso. Russia,and Germany, 
‘continue in. their prosent course of action, 
:the- Japanese: Government. must consider 
the question ofthe retention.-of .Weihai: 
wei. 

- A: deputation..was appainted to.wait on 
the’Promior, ‘who, however, was found to 
be absent--feom:his official residence. . It 
‘was decided to conduct a campaign throughs 
qut-the Empire. ‘ 

Nagasaki, 6th April. 
cItsis reported that the Telegraph Office 
at.Viadivostock +has; refused.‘to,uccopt ot 
receive telegrams in the Japanese language. 

“We have received news from Nagasaki 
to'the 15th’ inst.—The “Ne ki. Press-has 
been: greatly enlarged.—The N.-'Y.-K. 
steamer Toyashima Maru was sunk in Moji 
harbour on the 10th by collision with -the 
‘Maru. -The captain of thé’Toy 
ig missing.—The Russian: ganboat Sivoutch 
continued to be the ‘only mau‘of-war in 
Nagasaki harbour. 4 

‘Tho . Press..printa. the’ following. tele- 
gram :— 





; Tokio, 8th April. 














It-is reported that the agreement for the 
lease of: Weihaiwei. to. Great. Britain -lias: 


edul,, 2é {been signed in "Peking. "The territory 
-'Te@'reported here'that’ a: Japanése has | 
“bon tiidteléred. and four'‘othiers "injured by | 


leased include’ Liukungtao and a: district 
extonding-for-about thirteos English miles 
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‘| from the: 


from the coast at Weihaiwei. “The terms 
‘of the Jease are ‘itientical with those of 
the lease of Part Arthur to Russia. 

A deputation of influsntial members of 


‘| the two Houses of the Diet has waited on 


the Premier, who said he .was unable yet 
to make any announcement on ‘the Far 
‘Eastern question. “The deputation inti- 
mated its intention todirectpublic attention 
to the question, and asked that under these 
Gircumstances the Government would not 
enforce ‘the regulations ‘for suppressing 
public agitatious. ‘The Premiier,was under- 
stood to assent to this roquest by a nod. 


‘Tap following interesting note Js,from 
a 








Scientists are excited over the authen- 
icated discovery of the tomb of Qsiris, 
tho chief god of the Egyptians and brother 
(consort) of Isis, at Luxor, . village .of 
Upper Egypt, built on the site of Thebes. 

ie news Was first received with incredulity 
bat all doubts were quieted by «.telegram 
from the director-general of excavations; to 





‘| the president of the Egyptian Council of 


Ministers. 
Amelinoau, who, 
positively that he has ‘discover 
tomb of the gods Seti and Horus is in the 
same necropolis: at Abydos. “There is.no 
doubt this is a great discovery. Wa now 
know the tombs of the Inst threo god kings 
of the second of the divine dynasties, which 
‘dates back, 10,000 years. 

‘Tue Nagasaki Press of the 7th says :— 
“Among the passengers. brought to Naga- 
saki by the 0. & O. steamer Doric, which 
arrived ‘at this port on Monday last from 
-SaniFranciseo; were a body of miners, somo 
twelve.in number. who hare been engiged 
by the American Oriental Mining Co. of 
Corea to assist in the working of gald-main- 
ing concessions granted: to’ the ‘company. 












nd | ‘Thomen are in charge of Mr. ‘Taylor, an 


Jotficer of the Company, ,and’ hare: been 
specially .soleoted for the work, ‘The con- 
cession:was surveyed lastryear by: Mr. Tay- 


}Hor, who is a mining export, and it was}on, 


his :xecommendation ° that :the »mon were 

engaged. ‘The yield:of gold:in the mino 

;now being. worked is: vory prolific, and is 

said. to.avorage:.in soma places.as'much ag 

£10 to £12 per ton. ‘The men will leave 

for Corea by tho next steamer-easing this 
a 


Tae Japan Mail translates the following 

ijt: Shim hurricane swept 
over the western shores of Formosa on the 
2ist ult, On.tho morning of- the-2isb of 
March tho four steamers Shinkai-go,: Fukn- 
sei-go, Daikyo-go and, Koan-go, conveying 
rice, camphor, and other cargo to Tamsui, 
were caught in tho storm, and it is faarod 
the Daikyo-go has foundered. ‘Tho Shinkai- 
go had all-her cargo damaged, but succeed- 
ed in reaching Amoy, though a German 
ongineer on board received severe injuries, 
‘Tho Frkwsei-go succeeded in returning: to 
okatsukutsu by throwing cargo overtioard, 
and the Kéan-go also-got sinto a.placo of 
‘eafaty. 

-AcconpiNa’ to an American paper ‘the 
doparture of the Queen for the~ Riviera 
was postponed -on ‘the:pretoxt that: Her 
‘Majesty was -suiffering “from a slight ‘in- 
disposition, - but:the reports of the Queen's 
illness, despite the fact thab-they: were 
circulated officially, -were ‘false. Her 
‘Majesty's journey to the Riviera was post- 
poned ‘solely: for political reasons, due to 
hier intense desire to provent war from 
growing out of the present: crisis with 
France and “Russia. ‘This: was freely ad- 
mitted in Ministerial citcles in'Parliament. 
European diplomats regard the. interna- 
tional situation in ‘the Old--World -as: far 
‘more serious and critical tham that between 
the United-States and'Spain. “There is no 
longer: much? doubt that -Great Britain's 
declaration that she would go to war rather 
‘that-be deprived of the markets of-the Far 
‘East -or a further dismemberment of: the 
Chinese Empire, will soon: be: put tothe 
‘test. * Russia--and-France are apparently 
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determined to disregard or treat as a mere 
bluff recent British assertions of the limit 
beyond which she ould not allo her 
rivals to trespass on her prestige. ese 
limits have now been reached and over- 
stepped and Europe is waiting at the pre- 
sent moment to know what Great Britain’s 
answer will be. The Queen's personal 
desire for peace is well known; indeed, 
there is some reason to believe that rival 
Powers are taking advantage of that fact. 
Queen Victoria never ventures to interfere 
personally in Great Britain’s foreign rela- 
tions unless war is practically in sight. 
She has done so now. She sent for the 
French Ambassador and Sir Thomas San- 
derson, who is acting Foreign Minister, 
and postpored her visit to the Riviera 
under the convenient official-fiction of in- 
disposition.—Japan Mail. 

‘Tar editor of El Diario, the oldest paper 
in the Philippines, has just been expelled 
the country, and is a passenger to Spain, 
his native country, by thet fia, arriving 
at Singapore on the 30th of March. The 

* offence of which M. Romero Salas has been 
guilty is publishing articles which have not 
Been passed by the Censor, which may be 
taken.to mean that he spoke too plainly.— 
Singapore Free Press. : 

Iris learnt from the Avenir de Tonkin 
that the defence of the Bay of Along by 
forts and mines is being rapidly proceed 
with, and it may now be considered im- 
pregnable. 

AxorHER sad incident is reported from 
the frontier, Lieutenant-Colonel Gaisford, 
of the Political Department, having suc- 
cumbed to the wounds inflicted by o Ghazi 
at Smailan, near Loral: ‘The deceased 
officer was Deputy Commissioner at Thal 
Chotisli, and his untimely loss will be 
much felt by the Political Department. 

‘THe Singapore Free Press of the Ist 











instant says:—From successive private 
telegrams that have been received in Sin 
pore we learn that a strike of colliers has 





occurred in South Wales and that the strike 
is rapidly gaining ground over a wide area. 
This has a very direct bearing, not only on 
the coaling trade here, but on the general 
situation in the Far East, where so many 
national ships are now stationed in various 
interests, Thore are oniy at present some- 
where about 10,000 tons afloat consigned 
to the Far East.’ Of late only some seven 
to nine thousand tons a month have been 
imported, which is really less than the 
cvorage. The entire quantity of coals of 
all kinds here at present is believed to be 
about 137,000 tons, but there has not been 
time yet to verify this. What with the 
extra domands for warships and the short- 
age of supply from Cardiff and South Wales 
ports caused by the strike, coal business in 
the Far East promises to be full of difficulty 
and anxiety for some time to come. 

Tue following yossols are still reported 
overdue and missing in the N.Y. Mari- 
time Register ‘of the 2nd ult.:—the British 
steamer Azalea, which left Baltimore on 
the 21st of November for Stettin; the 
British barque Craigend, which left Phila- 
delphia on the 3rd of May for Kobe; 
the British steamer Lady Furness, which 
left Kuchinotzu on the 8th of November 
for Singapore; the British steamer Pelican, 
which left Tacoma on the 12th of October 
for Taku; and the British barque Tay- 
mount, which left Liverpool on the Ist of 
‘May for San Francisco, 

‘Tur Spectator gives the following ac- 
count of the new constitution imposed on 
the Chartered Company by the Govern- 
ment. This is the fulfilment of Mr. Cham- 
berlain's statement in the House of Com- 
mons that the Company's charter would be 
withdrawn if it was found to be implicated 
in the Jameson Raid :— . 

“4 Perliamentary paper issued on Thurs- 
day contains correspondence between the 
Colonial Office, the Chartered Company, 
Sir Alfred Milner, and the Cape Minis- 
try in regard tothe future administra- 














tion of Rhodesia. The chief local features 
of the scheme are the establishment of 
an Administrative Council, which is to 
have an elective element, and the appoint- 
ment of an Imperial Officer called the Resi- 
dent Commissioner, paid by the Crown, 
who is to have sole control of the armed 
forces, and to act for the High Commis- 
sioner. The Commandant of the forces 
is also to be paid for aud appointed by 
the Crown. At home the status of the 
Board of Directors is considerably al- 
tered. The Life Directorships are to be 
abolished, and the whole Board of Directors 





is in future to be elected by the share-! 


holders,—any official or director removed 
by the Secretary of State not being eligible 
without his consent. The Board of Directors 
is further to communicate all minutes, etc., 
to the Secretary of State, and he is to have 
the power of veto or suspension. Finally, 
the Secretary of State is to have full powers 
to inspect and examine all documents ; 
Colonial Office officials named by him are, 
in effect, to exercise powers like those of 
the old Indian Board of Control. With- 
out a minute examination of the details 
of the scheme, it would be impossible to 
declare the exact effect of the proposals, 
but primd facie they seem to put the Com: 
pany very effectively under the control of 
the Colonial Office. " We confess we should 


P3 |have liked to seo the Company abolished 


altogether, but since that was apparently 
impossible without compensating the share- 
holders for imaginary assets, there was, 
we suppose, nothing for it but to put the 
Board in a strait-waisteoat.”” 

We take the following from the Towns- 
ville Evening Star of the 10th ult.:— 
“Mr. J. E. Foley, who has just resigned 
the position of Chief Clerk, Queensland 
Northern Railway, is to be entertained this 
evening by the officers and men of the 
Railway at a farewell smoke edncert at the 
Palace Hotel. Mr. Foley is leaving the 
service of the Queensland Government to 
enter that of China, having been appointed 
to the highly responsible. snd lucrative 
Position of Trafic Manager ofthe Imperial 

ilway from ‘Tientsin to Peking. ‘Phero 
can be no doubt that the Chineso author- 
ities have been well advised in selecting 
Mr. Foley to conduct the business of their 
railway. Mr. Foley has seen much service 
and gained experience in both the old 
country and the new. As a youth he 
entered the Dublin branch of the Railway 
Clearing House—a gigantic concern with its 
chief office in London, where a staff of 
about 1,000 clerks adjust the accounts of 
tho various railways and the steamship 
lines running in connection therewith. 
Six years were spent by Mr. Foley 
in the Dublin office, and thon he came 
out to Queensland, accepting a position in 
the goode department of the Teilway at 
Brisbane. Then, for a considerable period, 
he was a member of Mr. Evans’ staff at the 
capital, and subsequently acted as Assistant 
Station Master, Toowoomba, and Chief 
Clerk in the Traffic Manager's department 
atthe same town. Mr. Foley was later on 
appointed Chief Clerk and Cashier, Queens- 
land Northera Railway, a position which 
he has held up to now with the utmost 
credit to himself and benefit to the Depart- 
ment and the Colony. We understand 
that. the Tientsin-Peking railway is be- 
tween 300 and 400 miles in length and 
that the chief officials are English. Mr. 
Foley leaves to-morrow for China in the 
steamer Changsia. He will carry with 
him the goodwill and best wishes of a very 
large number of personal and business 
friends, who fea! pane in the know. 

e that Mr. Foley’s ability and probit 

ace boon rewarded by is sppormtibent 
an important and well-paid position.” 

Tae following notes are from the New 
York Maritime Register of the 2nd ult:— 

Insurance rates on Spanish vessels have 
slightly increased. Mr. S. A. Raven, 
President of the Atlantic Mutual Insurance 











Co., charges at present er cent on 
steamships and 1% on vailag vessaa, Te 
war was actually declared premiums might 
go up to 10 % or even higher. 

‘We apologiso to. Mesers. Harold . 
Dayton & Co., the well known manufac. 
turers of Rail Road Cars, Brasses, etc.- 
for the appearance of their advertisement 
in our last issue; the first few letters o 
the word ‘brasses” having fallen out in 
the press they seemed to advertise the 
manufacture of “Asses.” Great as the 
variety of thoir manufactures may bo 
they have not accomplished yet the 
manufacture of this species of living 
animals. 

‘The Victoria, B. C., Colonist sums wy 
the Peruvian barque Japan, which arriv 
at that port about February 16th as the 
most unique craft that ever entered the 
port. The Japanis one of tho bluff-bowed 
eat coast af Sootland vessels whiol a 
rapi ing away. Sho was built al 
Dysart. Beotland, in 1872, and for tho past 
five years has been under the Peruvian flag. 
Her crow of thirteen men is composed 
of Chilians, Brazilians, and Paraguayan: 
They aro very dark’ and resemble 
Indians of the northwest coast. Their 
language is Spanish, the mate being the 
only one who understands and speaks 
the English language. 

‘Thore transpired nothing absolutely now 
in regard to the Maine disaster sinco our 
Inst issue, Americans very wisely 
have followed our advice and suspended 
judgment until tho result of the Board 
of Inquiry is known. The absolute secrecy 
of their investigations has strengthened 
the theory in the public mind, that the 
explosion was occasioned by an outside 
agency. Activity in the Navy and War 
Departments adds additional fuel, but it 
must not be forgotten that to be well 
prepared for war is often the principal 
factor to secure peace. Any participation 
of the Spanish Government in th 
up of the Maine is absurd, sti 
to ever} thority on international law, 
Spain is just as liable for any damage 
inflicted from an outside agency while the 
Maine was lying in Havana harbour as if 
the residence of tho American Minister at 
Madrid had been destroyed by a mob. 

We havo to record again serious acci- 
Gents to two ocean steamors. The steam- 
ship La Champagne broke her shaft on 
Feb. 17th, in lat. 45° 28', long. 61° 25' and 
was safely towed to Halifax, a distance of 
about 500 miles by the steamship Roman, 
‘The steamship Legislator was discovered on 
fire on Fob. 13th. Six of the crew wore 
burned. The remainder wero taken off on 
Feb. 16, in lat. 31° 23', long 44° 10' by tho 
steamship Flowergate and landed in Boston 
Feb. 27th. Oficers and. crows of all four 
vessels, rescued and rescuers, behaved gal- 
lantly.” ‘The deed of heroism performed by 
officer George Unsworth and 4 crew of nine 
men, all volunteers, from La Champagne, 
who {started in a life-boat to seek succour 
for the ill-fated vessel and were picked up 
after six days of exposure to the terrible 
cold by the steamship Rotterdam, deserves 
special mention. ‘Tho accident to La 
Champagne is similar to that of the Veen- 
dam and we must be thankful that not 
the same or even a worse cal befal 
the latter. A snd contemplation is the 
fact, that several steamers passed the La 
Champagne and her life-boat without notic- 
ing them. Again a number of hawsers 
parted, as usual, while the Frenchman was 
being towed. 

Ovenuranp at 4 cortain Institute :— 

Chief Engineer: “Jock, are ’e geen to the 

‘theatre the nicht?” 
His second: ‘What are they playin’?” 
ief : “Oh, its a comedy they ca’ The 
‘Idle Husband.” 
Second: “* What’ it a’ aboot, d’ ye ken?” 
Chief: “I dinpa ken, but I beleeve its 
‘something aboot’ a husband wha’s 
too lazy to wark!” 
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Miscellancous Articles. 





THE VICTORY IN THE SOUDAN. 

12th April. 
Srmpar Krrowexer’s victory over the 
Dervishes seems to have been more 
complete than appeared from the tele- 
gram published yesterday. It is true 
that the immortal and irrepressible 
Osman Digna has got away ouce more, 
-and it is evident that he is an adept at 
saving his skin; but to put hors de 
combat three thousand Dervishes with 
a number of other chief Emirs, and 
capture Mahmud the Commander-in- 
Chief, ia to strike a blow at the power 
of the Khalifa, which we hope to see soon 
followed by the recovery of Khartoum, 
‘The fighting must have been desperate 
for so large a number of casualties to 
have occurred, the loss on the Egyp- 
tian side amounting to two British 
officers and ten men killed, fourteen 
officers and ninety men wounded, and 
fifty-oue Egyptians killed and fourteen 
officers and three hundred and nineteen 
men wounded. ‘I'he victory isa triamph 
of civilisation over barbarism, and it is 
@ useful indication for those who like to 
keop up their own spirits by pretending 
that British power and influence are on 
the wane, 





PRIVATEERING. 
13th April. 
‘TE patient and calm consideration 
which the United States Government 
is giving to its dispute with Spain still 
leave ground for hope that war will be 
fiverted. ‘I'he only fear is that the hot 
blood of the Spaniard and his fear that 
his honour will be tarnished if he 
yields to the demands of the States 
may override the counsels of prudence ; 
for, indeed, it is impossible to see that 
Spain has aiything to gain by war, 
beyond being able to say that she 
yielded to the United States and 
not to her rebellious subjects. ‘Ihe 
aunouncement that privateering is ex- 
pected to form a notable feature in 
the threatened war will revive a discus- 
sion which ought long ago to have 
been finally laid to rest. For there al- 
ways was a closer connection between 
privateering and piracy than a mere 
identity of initial letters. War may be 
‘a necessary evil, but civilisation should 
at least see to it that private quarrels, 
private aims, and private greed be 
rigidly excluded from national con- 
flicts. During the Napoleonic wars 
privateering was widely adopted by all 
the combatants. France in particular, 
finding herself at the opening of the 
war with a navy weakened by the loss 
of her most highly trained officers, who 
had been driven into exile during the 
revolutionary period, was fain to do all 
she possibly could in the way of fitting 
out privateers, a simpler task in 
those days than it may prove at pre- 
sent. How successful her efforts were, 
English history too plainly tells. More 
than ten thousand British vessels be- 





came the prey of her cruisers between 
the years 1793 and i814, making in 
all a totsl British loss of over one hun- 
dred millions sterling! If we, on our 
part did not capture so many, it was 
for the very good reason that they did 
not exist. But long before the close of 
the war the French flag had vanished 
from the ocean except when borne by 
the few men-of-war left intact. 

With so much to lose by privateering 
it was natural to expect that England 
would jamp at any proposal for its 
abolition. But for various reasons the 
reverse was the case, and privateering 
was rife during the war of 1812. 
Mauy are the deeds of daring related 
of the practically buccaneering exploits 
of those days. But at the close of the 
Crimean War there were laid down by 
the Declaration of Paris these ‘four in- 
ternational rales :— 

1,—Privateering is hereby abolished. 

2.—A neutral flag covers an enemy's 
goods except contraband of war, 

3—Neutral goods, except contraband 
of war, are not liable to be seized even 
under an enemy's flag. 

4,—Blockades in order to be binding 
must be effective. 

The United States refused to agree 
to the abolition of privateering because 
the European powers declined to agree 
to her suggestion that thereafter all 
private property should be exempted 
from capture by ships of war. Spain 
also refused to bind herself in the 
matter of privateering. Hence both 
nations are free to employ this very 
questionable means of offence without 
repudiating any previous engagement. 
It has always been held doubtful 
whether even the signatories to the 
Declaration of Paris would under 
stress of war hold to their written 
contract.  Privateering seems so 
naturally the resort of a weak 
nation against a strong, that it is 
usually believed the temptation might 
prove too powerful to be resisted. ‘The 
myrind vessels forming the British 
mercantile marine would probably offer 
too tempting a bait to any maritime 
enemy, and doubtless this contingency 
has been foreseen and provided for. 
At the same time a plain declaration 
that privateers would be considered 
pirates and treated as such might do 
something, if steruly carried out, to 
make such plundering both risky and 
unpopular. 

How much damage a single corsair 
of the Alabama type can do is a matter 
of history. Her brilliant career and 
the less remarkable achievemeuts of 
her consorts brought the two great 
Anglo-Saxon peoples to the verge of 
war, Fortunately the settlement of 
the dispute was not left to the sword, 
The good common sense of the two 
Governments came to their rescue, 
and by the Geneva award the 
quarrel was finally settled on payment 
of some three millions sterling, Be- 
sides the inestimable gain to the world 
from this subject lesson in arbitration, 
the Alabama case was of further use 





in “extendiog very considerably tho 
duties of neutrals, It was laid down, 
for example, that it should be held a 
breach of international law for a neutral 
to accept letters of marque from'a 
belligerent, aud generally the saddling 
of Great Britain with the consequences 
of her negligence in letting the Con- 
federate cruisers escape may be left to 
make its own impression on neutrals 
all the world over. 

A war between Spain and the 
United States must necessarily be 
largely a naval war. Indeed until one 
side has established a maritime su- 
premacy it is difficult to see how 
it can be any other. The United 
States has no army ready for dis- 
tant expeditions, and is not like- 
ly to have for months to come, 
Spanish privateers on the other hand 
may hope at tho outset to rival the 
acts of the Alabama, for the mercantile 
marine of the States contains soine 
23,000 vessels of all sorts and condi- 
tions, Ofthese more than 16,000 are 
sailing vessels, many of which, having 
been weeks at sea before the declara- 
tion of war, may bo snapped up with 
all the ease imaginable. Only at the 
outset, however, for ere long the belli- 
gerent vessels would either be trans- 
ferred to a neutral flag or remain safe 
and snug in harbour, Then when 
hawk has to prey on hawk, and pri- 
vateer on privateer, Spain will find her’ 
mistake. ‘There will be two or threa 
United States’ boats to one of hers,’ 
they will be better equipped, faster, 
more suitably armed, and more easily 
replaced. There are American milliou- 
aires by the dozen to whom the fitting 
out of a cruiser or two will be 
mero child’s play. It is more than 
likely that there will be the usual 
rivalry in this matter, and should 
the war last long enough, we may 
fairly expect to find the Atlantic 
swarming with these craft.’ Patriotism 
and pride will point the way in this 
direction, and with the vast wealth of 
the States at their back nothing that 
Spain can possibly do will place her on 
anything like an equality with her 
formidable foe. 

It is a most deplorable quarrel for 
Spain, avd ouly somewhat less ‘so for 
the United States. Possibly, however, 
good may once more come out of evil, 
and in addition to the liberation of 
Cuba, and the cessation of the long 
years of slaughter to which she has 
beain subject, it may happen that the 
struggle vow threatening will give the 
final blow to that legalised’ piracy 


known as privateering, 


10 THE DEAF! 


A rich Indy cured of her deafness ‘and 
noises in the Head by Dr. Nicholson’s Arti. 
ficial Ear Drams sent £1000 to his Institute 
20 that Deaf Persons who have not the means 
to procure the Ear Drums may have them 
free, Apply by letter to, 0. 0. BRIGHT, 
Secretary, 54, Bow Lane, London, E. O. 


13ja-99 220 th Jan;, -1898, 
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THE FAR EAST. 
Lith April. 
‘Tne February issue of this well-writ- 
ten and well-illustrated “Exponent of 
Japanese Thoughts and Affairs” bas for 
frontispiece a full-page reproduction of 
@ photograph of the actor Kikugoro in 
the part of the Fairy, as “she, sup- 
ported by her magic wings, begins to 
ascend from the earthly region passing 
Fojiyama’s heights, higher and higher 
tothe azure skies till the wandering 
clouds receive her to hide her for ever 
from mortal eyes.” The incident is 
taken from the fairy play of Hagoromo, 
or the Robe of Feathers, ‘The situation 
in the Far East at the time of writing 
naturally aud necessarily occupies con- 
siderable space in the number before us, 
and the leading article bears the above 
title, The writer points out how the 
seizure of Kiaochou Bay by Germany 
has complicated this situation, and 
urges a rapprochement between Japan, 
“the country with an unrivalled land 
force in the Far East,” and England, 
“the greatest maritime Power of the 
world,” ‘There is a very pretty poem 
by M. M. Fenollosa, with a full-page 
photograph, on the celebrated Karasakl 

‘ine, 

‘Tho frontispiece of the March issue 
of the Kar East is a photograph of 
«The Great Saigo,” the greatest figure 
in the modern history of Japan. “Boru 
of a mean family, he accomplished the 
mighty deed of the Restoration at 
the head of the Satsuma clan, and 
then died a sad and miserable death 
ag a leader of a rebellion, His 
sing, however, have already been for- 
given by the Emperor, and the sym- 

athy of the whole nation abides with 
Fi.» Indeed he is tho real hero of 
tho Japanese.” ‘The biography of him 
which accompanies the portrait is to 
‘be continued, 

The leading article in this issue is 
an unusually interesting one, because 
it is not devoted to some ephemeral 
topic, some consideration of a situation 
which is changing every day, so con- 
stantly changing that the journalist 
who records and comments on it is 
sure to be accused of inconsistency. 
The title of the article is “Race versus 
Humanity,” and the object of the writer 
is to show that the present civilisation 
of Japan is not the sudden growth of 
the thirty years that have elapsed since 
the Restoration, but the outcome of 
twenty-five centuries of preparation. 
‘here are two current opinions about 
Japan which are quoted by the writer, 
one crystallised by a Russian jouruslist 
in the remark: “Japan is an exotic 
flower of civilisation. It bas daveloped 
rapidly and will die as quickly ;” the 
other that of the London Spectator, 
that the Japanese ‘are, after all, an 
‘Asiatic people veneered with European 
civilisation, who will become a serious 
danger to Europe if they effect a union 
with China. The “ Yellow Peril” bogey, 
in fact, - It is a pity publicists at home 
do not see how much greater a danger 














to Europe is the semi-Asiatic power of 
Russia, reinforced by China’s millions. 

‘The writer in the Far Hast goes on 
to show that the belief that an Asiatic 
race caunot genuinely assimilate Buro- 
pean civilisation is unfounded. The 
Hungarians are a Mongolian people 
settled in Europe—the very names of 
their nobles are Chinese to-day,—and 
yet they are now thoroughly European, 
more European than the real Russians. 
A quotation is given from the Vienna 
correspondence of the Times: “‘The 
peculiar fascination of the Hungarian 
people lies in the combiuation which 
they present of Western civilisation in 
morals and public affairs, with a certain 
Oriental turn of mind, betrayed by their 
habits and in the outward expression 
of their feelings.” Then the Far Hast 
says :—“ That Japan is an exotic flower 
of civilisation is a truism, if by civilisa- 
tion is meant Western civilisation. 
Tho saying in itself, therefore, is neither 
appreciation nor depreciation of our 
effort and attainment. Short-livedness 
is not a logical consequence of being 
exotic, Whether the imported plant 
will wither or take root, depends on the 
nature of the soil; and the mere fact 
of having put forth a blossom augurs 
well rather than evil. 

‘A glance at the history of Japan, we 
are told, shows two remarkable per- 
manent features : “one is susceptibility 
to foreign influence, and the other, 
preservation of individual character.” 
Corea, now the despised poor relation 
of China and Japan, was Japan’s first 
teacher. Subsequently Japau turned 
to what was then to her the fountai 
head of culture and activity, China. 
‘Then, in the sixteenth ceutury, came 
the Portuguese, followed by the Dutch, 
the Spaniards, and the English. “ With 
the same spirit displayed by their 
forefathers with respect to the Coreans 
and the Chinese, the Japanese welcomed. 
the advent of those strangers. Com- 
mercial relations were unhesitatingly 
entered into with the seafaring nations 
of the time. The use of firearms, 
medical art, engineering, and other 
scientific appliances was eagerly learned. 
Christianity found its way to various 
parts of the couutry, making no incou- 
siderable number of converts. In some 
cases, the whole population of a pro- 
vince, includiug the ruling prince, 
adopted the new religion. Some of the 
princes, who had become iu fact inde- 
pendent of the central authority, went 
so far as to send envoys to the Vatican 
as well as to the kings of Spain and 
Portugal.” 

European writers on Japau are too 
apt to take a short view. ‘They judge 
the whole history of the country from 
the period of the Shozunate, when 
modern Europa first came to know the 
island empire. The exclusive policy of 
the Shogunate was due to the fear of 
the Tokugawa clan that the Southern 
daimios might juin hands with some 
outside Power, and overthrow their 














Northern Government. Foreign inter- 
course therefore, was strictly forbid- 








den, though there were always * arduous 
and” adventurous souls who, in quest 
of wealth or knowledge, dared to evade 
the official vigilance in order to come 
into touch with the outside world . 
The seed of civilisation has fallen, in 
the case of Japan, not on the stony 
ground, nor among the thorns. Does 
not history justify the bope that our 
efforts, which have been so far success- 
ful, will be attended by permanent and 
growing results? At this moment when 
Japan is earnestly striving to qualify 
herself to take a place in the fraternity 
of civilised natiotis, why disparage her 
future possibilities? Although her 
present attainments are admittedly very 
imperfect, the nation is following the 
lead of Europe in civilisation and cul- 
ture. Why, then should an agreement 
with her ‘involve the abandonment of 
the European claim to lead the world,’ 
as the Spectator fears is the case ?” 

Then follow two articles on Chris- 
tianity in Japan, the former by the 
Rev, Hiromichi Kozaki, lately President 
of the Doshisha, Kioto, and the latter 
by Goro ‘Takahashi, which is to be con- 
tinued, Mr, Akamaro ‘l'ahaka continues 
his very interesting treatise headed 
“ Extréme Orient.” Mr. Watari Kita- 
shima shows that the introduction of 
savings bauks is gradually conquering 
the innate repuguance to thrift in the 
people; and Professor Riess of tho 
Yokio University urges the establish- 
ment of a well-conducted State Lottery 
in Japan, ‘There is av interesting illus- 
trated article on the origin of the 
Flower Temple, and there aro other 
miscellaneous articles, correspondence, 
notes, ete., etc. 

















NOTES OF A TRIP TO WOOSUNG, 
. 15th April. 
Woosuxa having been made a treaty 
port, it occurred simultaneously to 
Jhvenis, Adolescens, and myself, that 
we could not do better than pay a 
visit to the scene of what will doubtless 
in the near future be busy centre of 
foreign and native activity, 'Ihus it 
was that, in the language of a now 
extinct class of novelists, “ there might 
have been seen on a warm spring day in 
April, 1898, a party of three pedes- 
trians wending their way northwards 
across the plain of South Kiangau.” 
‘They naturally took the line of the new 
railway now in course of construction, 
and having no ponies to look after, nor 
bicycle traps to avoid, but trusting to 
the well-tried qualities of Shanke’s 
mares, they found that there was much 
more to interest them than might 
have been expected; so much in 
fact that one could not help, every now 
and then, thivking of that charming 
child’s story, by Mr. Day, I think, 
entitled Zyes and no Eyes, or the 
Art of Seeing. Of course, the railway - 
itself was a main object of interest. 
From the Shanghai Station, already 
occupied asa home by an enterprising 
magpie, right down. to the Woosung 
terminus there were matters of inter- 
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est every here and there. ‘The em- 
bankments are pretty well finished, and 
the bridges nearly so. ‘The stations 
are four in number—the two termini, 
the Kiangwan Station, aud a little 
stopping place cluse to this end of the 
new Rifle Range, ‘There is but a small 
portion of the tract metalled as yet, 
and except for a short distance at the 
Woosung Bar end no rails are laid. 
But work is in fall swing after a Chin- 
ese fashion, and a ‘couple of trucks 
have been put together as if to show 
toan astonished world that such a feat 
is not too great a tax upon the mordern 
son of Hav. I could not help think- 
ing however that were a few of the 
gangs of workmen here who have lately 
been engaged upon the new track 
southward out of Egypt, we should, 
in about a fortnight from now, be 
taking first-class tickets to the fresh 
air of the Yangtze, As it is, it will 
surprise me if such an outing will be 
possible till late on in the year, 

But there were many other objects of 

. interest by the way. In the first place, 
the day was one of those perfect apring 
days when nature, tired of her long 
innetivity, strains every nerve to make 
up for lost time, when the bamboo 
shoot grows almost au inch per hour, 
and the ears of corn begin to peep out 
with their promise of an early harvest. 
Here avd there we found the sunny 
banks of the ever-present vung-san 
dotted ull over with beautiful violets 
—scentless, alas! but none the less 
beautiful to the eye. As we appronch 
Kiangwan, the ground rises somewhat. 
If we were not ou an allavial plain, as 
flat as the delta of the Nile, the Sun- 
derbunds of the Ganges, or the Fens 
of England, we might think that we 
were approaching an elevation made 
by the hand of Nature herself. 
But a closer inspection shows } 
that the rising ground is as arti- 
ficial as a grave mound; is, in fact, 
the result of the very thorough scour- 
ing which the steady-going uative from 
time to time gives the creeks in the 
vicinity. In fact, I well remember some 
years ago when this particular ereek 
was closed to traffic for months in order 
that its bed might be dug out after the 
effective manner in which the Soochow 
Creek was treated more recently. 

For a Chinese town, and from the; 
outside, Kiangwan looks a charming 
little place. A feature in the land- 
scape round about it is the familiar red 


worshippers there under the pastorship 
of Mr. Wu, and it was probably their 
bell that we saw and heard as we 
walked past. For all the world it 
sounded just like the little bell that 
called us to our chapel services in my 
stndent days of long, long ago. ‘The 
chorch is a branch of the American 
Episcopal Mission, the same body which 
is doing such admirable educational 
work ont at St. Johu’s, Jessfield. 

Looking a little into the future, 
T wondered whether, now that the iron 
horse will be at our beck and call at 
all times, we may not by-nnd-by see 
the high land I have referred to covered 
with neat little foreign villas. It is 
something to be from ten to twenty 
feet or more above water-level in 
such a saturated soil as this, aud al- 
thongh I am qaite of opinion that 
we may in time have street connection 
along the bank of the river from here 
to Wonsung, I think it is qnite as like- 
ly that, for residential purposes, we may 
Keep to the hinterland. 

Arrived at Woosung, we were not a 
little delighted to note an uulooked-for 
opportunity of refreshing the inner man, 
Close by the terminus, we happened 
upon the Woosung Ccétage Hotel: 
Billiards. Ata little distance the build- 
ing looked nothivg more nor less than 
an ordinary native dwelling of the 
country type, and dilapidated at that, 
We were not completely “taken in” 
therefore when we found the “ Hotel” 
to be indeed what it looked, and not 
what its sign claimed for it. It was 
utterly deserted. ‘I'he “ billiard room ” 
was floorless,its wooden shutters cracked 
aud broken, and its space occupied with 
the remnants of a quantity of stored 
lime and other rubbish ! Our hopes of 
refreshment having vanished, we thought 
it time to begin our return journey 
following the river instead of the rail- 
road. 

But first, of conrse, aglance over the 
harbour, and » sniff of the briny breeze. 
‘The Glenturret had got off the bar, aud 
taken up a position nearer the mouth 
of the river. It was rumoured that she 
had plague on board, While we were 
there, the P. and O. steamer came up 
as ifto make an attempt to get over 
the bar, but whether her courage failed 
her at the last moment or whether she 
stopped for some other reason, I cannot 
say : she dropped first one auchor, aud 
another, and soon came to a stand- 
still, The walk along the river bank 





























of the well-kuown temple walls. A! 
modern St. Paul might possibly argue | 
from this that the men of the town are | 





was much pleasanter than the long 
trudge down the rough and stony road. 
‘The view across the river on the one hand, 


land over the low fen-like country on 









“too superstitious” or “too religiou: 

whichever may be the correct rendering | the other is very pleasant to eyes the 
of the expression, for turn which way you | foreground of whose usual picture is a 
will, there, somewhere within view, will ‘desk, aud whose back-gronnd four 


be the pagan splash of red lighting up‘ more or less dingy walls. ‘The sides of | 


the landscape. Not that our mis-: the “sea-wall” are covered with yellow 
siovaries bave so much neglected their broom iu full flower; from the Inud 
duty as-to leave this place without arises the delightful scent of fields of 
witness of something higher and nobler | beans; while here and there a beech-tree 
than may usually be found within the, adds the charm of variety to the emerald 
walls of the native miao. Years ago | greenness all around. Bird-life is not 
there was a thriving little band of wanting. We saw no less than three 


very respectable rookeries, not quite so 
strong in uumbers perhaps, nor’ so 
imposing from the height of their airy 
homes, as we can remember them in the 
old home-laud, but still sufficiently 
similar to make*us regret the stern . 
decree that banishes them from the 
Bund. Magpies of course everywhere ; 
but during the breeding season these 
are not gregarious. Possibly they 
know when man is dangerous and when 
he is not. At any rate they allowed 
as on this occasion to come within a very 
few yards ; quite close enough for us to 
be able to adwire the beauty of their 
glossy blue-black and white, 

Now and again a-gull would go 
sailing by, and—by the powers! what's 
that? A dozen yards or so ahead, 
feeding on the embankment there is 
a bird about the siza of a’ thrush, 
He has a gently-curved beak, a 
golden-buff coloured bead and neck, 
a crest of feathers, and a slightly darker 
body with white bars across it, Never 
iu more than 20 years have I seen him 
near Shanghai, in fact, I have never 
happened to meet him in the open any- 
where, but I recognised him in a moment. 
There he stands pecking'away ns tion= 
chalantly as if he kuew the hastily ex- 
pressed wish of Juvenis for his gun which 
is good dozen miles away, was uothing 
but the idle wind of impossible desire— 
Upapa epops—the Hoopoe.. We put 
him up, and he on n few yards 
further, exhibiting his beauty when on 
the wing much more than when standing. 
This we do two or three times over, till 
at length he tires of it, and makes a 
strategic flank movemeat to the rear, 
One can easily understand why, though 
he visits Britain every year, he never 
breeds there. ‘I'he insatiable collector 
(Juvenis winces at this a little) and the 
discriminate wurderer cannot fail to 
see poor Epops half-a-mile nay, and to 
seo in such a case means death to one 
of the most charming of birds to the 
eye, I am afraid however that if all 
I read be true, the Hoopve is but a 
type of a certain kind of Chinese dandy 
whom we meet at the outlet from 
ome of our filthy native alleys, He 
isa terribly dirty bird at home they 
say, aud, a8 for his feeding—shocking | 
From his habit in some parts of China 
of making his uest in holes in ex- 
posed coffins he is considered somewhat 
uneauny hy the inhabitants who dub 
him the “ Coffin-bird.” ‘There can how- 
ever be no two opinions as to the 
beauty of his “outward mau,” aud the old 
legend which tells of his having # crest 
given by King Solomon in place of a 
crown of gold which was causing his 
destruction in vast numbers is doubt- 
less as true as auch legends usually - 
are. ‘The solitary specimen we were 
fortauate enough. to light upon was 
probably resting during bis spring 
} migration, 

j From an nncommon bird we passed 
on to a still more uncommon sight 
in these latitudes—a solar halo with 
parhelia or mock suns. My at- 
tention was first called to it by 
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Adoléscens-who secing what he thought 
to bea rainbow pointed it out to us. 
‘We could see only a fraction of the 
arc, which as we had to look towards 
the sun to see it could not, I knew, be 
a wind-dog or fragment of a rainbow. 
Tho pad hazy in the Western quar- 
ter, and as the time was about 5.25 
pam. the sun was roughly 20° or so 
above the horizon, Even at its best 
only a part of the halo was visible, its 
red colour inwards; neither were the 
mock-suns very bright, the haze was 
too thick for that, but both were plain- 
ly apparent, that to the south of west 
being by far the brighter, and having 
as it were a cone of light stretching 
horizontally avay from the true suo, 
with which, and the oue on the north, 
it might have been connected by “a 
horizontal line. Probably the ex-~ 
planation of our partial view of this most 
interesting and uncommon phenomenon 
was due to the fact that between us 
and the cirrus clouds, to which it was 
probably due, there were layers of 
cumulo-stratus with gaps here aud 
there. 

Discussion on this, with Juvenis’s sket- 
ches of the same, lightened the way to the 
Point. We passed the “plague sta- 
tion,” which looks business-like, but 
needs another coat or two of white- 
wash, and soon got into the new Cot- 
tonopolis of the Yangtszepoo Road, well 
satisfied with our afternoon's walk, 

SIA. 

PS—We passed on the way a 
foreigner engaged in the manly sport of 
potting singing birds in the bushes at 
the back of a village. It would be un- 
fair to slander a noble uation by 
recording more particularly the cruelty 
of one of her degenerate sons, but it is 
a thousand pities that so little regard 
should be paid to the close season by 
soi-disant sportsmen. 








RUSSIAN DESIGNS. 
16th April. 
In our article with the above heading 
on the Ist instant we gave the outlines 
of ths intended Russian operations in 
China, which Sir Claude Macdonald has 
been endeavouring to limit, though his 
* task has been made very difficult by the 
indecision of the Foreign Office at home, 
and the curiously hypnotic influence 
which the Russiau Chargé @’Agaires 
has succeeded in bringing to bear on 
some of the Emperor's advisers at 
Peking. In some ways Sir Claude has 
been moré successful than has appeared 
to us in Shaughai, for the Russians 
have now consented to allow the 
Chinese to build their own line in their 
own territory to Moukden. Russia 
retains, indeed, in her own hand the 
‘more important line, that from Petuné to 
Port Arthur ; but it is something gained 
that China is allowed to employ Euglish 
engineers aud English capital in Man- 
churia at all, a course which Russia had 
previously forbidden her to adopt. Itis 
our display of force which has gained 
this point, for, as we have said all along, 





Russia is not -prepared to fight; and if 


the Foreign Office at home had been | b 
firm, England could have insisted on the: 


line from Petuné south being built 
by China to the Chinese gauge, with 
such foreign assistance as the Chinese 
chose to employ ; and there is no doubt 
that to Mr. Kinder and his ‘associates, 
who have built the only railway that 
is being operated in China, the work 
would have been confided. 

We have now got the reversion of 
Weihaiwei and we may fairly conelude 
that as to this we have an under- 
standing with Japan; for while Wei- 
haiwei gives us a point from which we 
can keep an eye on Russian operations, 
it is necessary that we should know 
where at any moment to lay our handson 
land forces to check the introduction of 
Russian troops into Manchuria, For this 
purpose trustworthy Chinese agents 
must be maiutained along the frontier, 
and we must insist on having equal 
rights with Russia Manchuria, in 
the carrying on of mining and other 
industries. As Russia has got the 
drilliog and organisation of the Chinese 
troops in the North, we should supply 
officers for the drilling and organisation 
of the Chinese troops in the Yangtze 
Valley, and see that the Chinese force 
in central China is in every way as 
efficient as that in northern China, 

Encouraged by us, China is quite 
prepared to go on opening up the 
country and building railways, and 
for these England should fiud the cap- 
ital. ‘The corruption at ‘Tientsin and 
Peking in the past has been so great, 
and such dirty methods have had to be 
employed to secure concessions and 
contracts from men like Li Hung-chang 
and his satellites, that Euglish capita- 
lists have become disgusted and have re- 
tired from the field ; and thus it happens 
thst, as far as we know, there is no 
reputable Euglish syndicate in Peking, 
though the best men in the Govern- 
ment are anxious to see English money 
employed in public works in order 
to keep England largely interested in 
the welfare of the Empire. ‘The Russian- 
Freuch-Belgian financial combiuation 
represented by the Russo-Chinese Bank 
should have a strong English or Anglo- 
American combination to compete with. 
Aud China should be encouraged to 
throw open all her principal cities, in- 
cluding Peking; this is the best anti- 
dote to aggression, Taste Woosung. 

We believe that our Foreign Office 
makes a great mistake if it really 
thinks, as it wishes the British public 
to thiuk, that British trade will lose 
nothing by the Russian invasion of 
Mauchuria, which even so thought- 
fal a journal as the Economist, in its 
issue of the 12th ult., seems to regard 
as inevitable, It says: “Russia, by a 
policy of expansion, which, considering 
the wonderfully prolific qualities of the 
Slavonic race, may be called quite na- 
tural, as natural as English colonisation, 
has spread over all Northera Asia, and 
lias come up to the northern limits of 
the Chinese empire, She has not only 














spread over this immense territory, .. . 
ut... she is bound, in the nature of 
things, as every traveller who speaks 
with authority has told us, to absorb and 
colonise Manchuria.” Considering that, 
as we showed a few days ago, the whole 
population of Siberia is ouly as largo 
as that of London, and only increases 
at the rate of 60,000 a year, this, with 
all respect to our contemporary, is 
pestilent nonsense. Russia wants Man- 
churia because it is rich in minerals, 
and is a splendid agricultural couutry, 
bat she will not people it with Russian 
colonists, who do not yet exist, but 
with Chinese and Coreans. With the 
Manchurian railways in Chinese hands, 
England would have an equal chance 
to spread her trade; with them in Rus- 
sian hands, Russian manufactures will 
be pushed by every available menus in- 
cluding differential tariffs; and num- 
berless factories are being started in 
Russia solely with that object. It 
has already been officially announced 
that British vessels are to be excluded 
from the Black Sea coasting trade, and, 
as the United States exclude our ships 
from the trade between New York and 
San Francisco, on the plea that it is a 
coasting trade, so British ships are to 
be excluded from the trade between 
the Black Sea and Vladivostock ; and 
does apyoue really believe that Port 
Arthur aud Talienwan will be any more 
‘open than Vladivostock ? 

British shipowners comfort them- 
selves with the conviction that railway 
transport cannot compete in economy 
with sea-borne transport. We are 
assured that it is possible to carry 
cargo by 1,000-ton train-loads from 
Moscow to Moukden at $30 per ton 
with a small profit, and steamers can- 
not do much better than that, ‘I'hree- 
tenths of a cent, gold, per ton per milo 
is now remunerative in moderti_ rail- 
ways on long hauls; aud the Chinese 
Imperial Railway can haul coal for 
40 cents, silver, a ton per 100 miles 
provided the trains are heavy. It will 
not do therefore for our merchants to 
rely too'much on the superior cheapness 
of seaborna transport, in competition 
with railways in the hands of a Govern- 
ment which cares more for congnest 
than for profit. 

The Economist joins some othor 
journals at home in sneering at Shang- 
hai_as “a nest of unfounded gossip.” 
If the Economist were to call us a kennel 
of watch-dogs doing our best to keep 
the British public awake to what is 
going on, it would have been mora 
generous and more true to ‘tho fact. 
The best watch-dogs bark now and 
then at what turns out not to be an 
actual danger; but the reasonable man 
does not go ont and shoot them because 
they now and then disturb him uane- 
cessatily, while in the majority of cases 
their waruings are , well-founded, as 
ours are in the matter of Russia’s ag- 

cession on Manchuria and North- 
‘hina, sd 
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(For THE WEEK ENDING THE ITH OF 3142.) 
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‘Tae week whose papers were brought by tho 
Indus is memorable in that for six succes- 
sive days the Times has a leading article 
dealing with the Far Exstern question, and 
if the Cabinet could only see the situation 
with the eye of the Times—which has been 
admirally served by its Peking correspond- 
ent,—we in China should not have much to 
complain of. In fact, the London daily 
Press generally has shown a remarkably 
sound appreciation of the condition of 
affairs in the Far East. We are obliged 
to somewhat curtail our notice this morn- 
ing, but some short extracts from the 
series of leaders already referred to cannot 
but be interesting. On the 7th the Times 
deals with the statement that Russia is 
only seeking for an ice-free port 

We cannot pretend to seo in the practical 
absorption of two great and wealthy Chinese 
provinces nothing more than an attempt to 
obtain access to a suitable commercial har- 
bour on the Pacific. Even from a purely 
busiress standpoint tho substantial transfer 
of Manchuria and Shingking from China to 
Russia would bo a matter of deep concern to 
us and to all the other commercial Powers 
with trade interests in the Far East. We 
already possess a considerable trade with 
them Which now passes through the treaty 
port of Newchwang, and an important articlo 
6n the trans-Manchurian Railway which we 
publish to-day from our Peking correspond- 
ent, who travelled last autumn through. these 
little known regions, shows that their natural 
resources are much greater than is com- 
monly supposed. ‘The wealth of the region, 
both agricultural and mineral, appears to 
bo abundant, and it is inhabited by a 
aumoroas population who with access to out 
markets probably would prove to be ex- 
ccllont customers. Potuné itself, the point 
from which Russia wants to make her new 
line to the south, is a town of 60,000 in- 
habitants, with wator communication available 
for steamers to Tsitsihar on the north and 
Kirin, the capital of Manchuria, to the south. 
We can hardly be expected to welcome the 
suggestion that we should trust for our trade 
rights in this district for the future to the 
spontaneous, but apparently irregular, assur. 
ance of Russia rather than to our’ treaty 
right under the Convention of Tientsin. 
With tho precedent in tho matter of ex- 
clusive privileges recently set by Baron 
Hoyking in regatd to the hinterland of 
Kiaochou, and that set by Russia herself 
in rogard to the trade of the Caucasus and 
the “free port” of Batoum, uncasiness is par- 
donable both as to the character of aay 
engagements which may bo tendered to us 
fand to the. manner in which they will bo 
observed. ‘The trade of these wealthy pro- 
vinces is certain to follow the railway, and 
the railway will terminate in Russian ports, 
where we shall enjoy only such right as 
Russia chooses to allow us. 

On tie 8th the Times shows that it 
realises the truth of the warning sent home 
‘a couple of years ago or more that Russia 
was deliberately working to undermine our 
prestige in Chin: 

‘Tho full significance of the last demands of 
Russia at Peking cannot be grasped unless 
they are considered in relation to her previous 
action in that part of the world. Prestige 
throughout the East possesses a practical 
value as an instrument of government and of 
diplomacy which it is not always easy for 
us at home to appreciate and to remember. 
But our Eastern statesmen know how great 
that value is, and so do the statesmen end 
the diplomatists of our great Oriental rival. 
We find it hard to account for the action of 
Russia’s representatives in the Far East since 
the close of the Japanese war upon any 
supposition except that it has been their 
deliberate purpose to enhance their own shat 
Of this indispensable attribute of power i 
Asia by destroying ours. It has been said 
over and over again in England that Asia 




















is large enough for both of us. All parties 
here cordially accede to the proposition. All 
would rejoice to seo it frankly accepted by 
our neighbours, and the results embodied in 
an equitable agreement vetween the two 
Empires which finally marked off their 
spheres of action in accordance with their 
acquired rights and their legitimate aspira- 
tions, But the conclusion of a settlement of 
that kind, or even of a provisional settlement 
less complete, implies the existence upon the 
de of Russie of a spirit of compromise and 
\y corresponding to our own. What 
is deplorably ominous in her action during 
the period under consideration is that it 
seems to havo been actuated by a temper the 
very reverse of friendly. It appears to re- 
veal a desire not merely to ise Russia, 
but to aggrandise Russia by humiliating 
and injuring Great Britain. Orientals more 
than most men judge by deeds and not by 
professions, and as they regard ion as 
the surest proof of strength, while they can- 
not conceive of submission fo any claim, right, 
or wrong, save as the result of weakness and of 
fear, the consequences of this course of action 
upon Russia’s part threaten to become ex- 
tremely serious. 

‘The noxt day the Times aims at showing 
how different our intentions with regard to 
China are from thoso of some of our Con- 
tinental competitors, and this wo aro glad 
to know that the young reformers in China 
appreciate :— 

We desire to prolong the lifo of the patient 
and to do a very extensive business with him. 
What we object to primarily in the ambitions 
of others is that they aim more or less opeal: 
at depriving us ofthis kind of busines, whic 
is indispensable not only to our rity, 
but almost to our existence as a Groat Power. 
It is on that account chiefly that we are 
honestly anxious to preserve the independence 
and integrity of China and the peace of the 
East. ‘Two years and a-half ago Russia pro- 
fossed to share that anxiety. It was tho 
specious pretext which she employed to eject 

fapan from her hard-won conquests on the 
mainland. ‘Tho retention of the Liaotun; 
Peninsula by Japan, sho then declared, woul 
bbe a constant menace to the freedom of China 
and to the tranquillity of the East. Now sho 
proposes herself to seize that position and a 
good deal more besides out of pure regard for 
thina’s best interests. 

In its issue of tho 10th of March the 
Times dealé with the interests affected by 
Russia's action in the north-east of China:— 

How immense those interests are at this 
moment, and how boundless are the prospects 
of their future development, if ‘equality. of 
opportunity” is maintained, appears very 
slearly from the striking, figures quoted by 
Mr. Colquhoun in his admirable lecture at the 
Royal United Service Institution yesterday. 
Our present exports and imports to and from 
the Far East form one-sixth of the total of 
our world-wide commerce. ‘Thatis a decisive 
factor in the consideration of any policy 
which concerns them. We cannot afford to 
treat so large a fraction of the trade by which 
as a nation we live with the indiffsrenco 
with which we may view our dealings with 
Madagascar, In money our Far Eastern 
commerce is valued by Mr. Colquhoun at 












































£132,000,000 annually, or twelve millions 
sterling por annum moro than the whole of 
our trade with the Indian Empire. Of 
this amount no less than £32,000,000 
yearly consists of our trade with China, 
and ‘Ching, a8 Mr. | Colguhoun | rightly 
remarks, is for practical purposes a virgin 
field, of which the chief part is yot unopen. 
China contains 350,000,000 of potential cus- 
tomers for our goods and for the products of 
our great Pacific colonies. It is to save that 
market for us and for them that wo have 
laid down the policy of the ‘open door.” 
‘Tho way in which tbe Débats refers to the 
promise we have obtained from China that 
‘she will not alienate tho Yangtzekiang valley 
shows how little many foreigners are in 
their hearts disposed to accept it. ‘They 
fear to meet us upon equal terms, and there- 
fore they are seeking to evade ‘the treaties 
which secure us those terms, by annexation 
veiled or open. That is an atlempt we are 
bound to resist. ‘The policy of the ‘open 
door” is an excellent policy, but, as Mr. 
Colquhoun ‘pertinently asked,’ “how about 
its application?” That is the question to 











which all of us expect the Government to 
find and give a satisfactory answer. They 
will have the nation behind them if they do. 

Ina very interesting article on the 11th 
the Times controverts Russia’s denial that 
she had sent any armed force into Man- 
churia 

Russia says she has not threatened to sond 
troops into Manchuria. They are there al- 
ready. In the highly instructive account of 
his travels in that country last autumn, 
which we published the other day, our own 
correspondent at Poking tells us that he saw 
them there again and again. Ho met them 
at Tsiisihar escorting the engineers ‘and 
guarding the train. He met them at Petuné 
—whenee the new branch to the Liaotun; 
Peinsul is to start, and there Prince Hilkot 

staif and a sufficient escort. 
He met them in the old Tartar capital, Kirin, 
‘where the engineers were driving about the 
streets with Cossack guards, where two or 
three hundred of them were living in th 
Chinese barracks, and where the Chinoso 
Imperial flag already bears the Russian 
colours ‘in the upper right-hand corner.” 
The number of Russian troops within the 
Chinese borders is unknown, It may still 
be comparatively small. But it is quite large 
enough to make the “sovereignty” of Chin: 
look exceedingly foolish. A mero referenc 
to the action which might bo requisite in that 
quarter in certain contingencies would be 
quite as effectual at Peking as any threat and - 
need not subsequently be described by that 
ugly word. In the teoth of the fact that our 
correspondent saw numbers of Russian 
soldiers at, different points along the Man- 
churian railway last autumn, Mr. Curzon’s 
assurance that they have no right to be there 
under the railway convention ig scarcely 
reassuring. Possibly the Cossacks:whom our 
correspondent saw are known officially and 
diplomatically as tho railway “police,” who 
aro intrusted by that document with the 
protection of the line. But that does nov 
affect the significance of the fact that they 
fro stationed at important points within 
this Chinese province, hich as Mr. Curzon 
‘is cortainly am integral part of the 
jes Emperor's dominion.” 

Our final extract from the Times this 
morning is from its issue of the 12th ult. 
"The article is intended to show that wo 
must stick up for our rights, even at the 
cost of having to protect them by the 
ultima ratio 

We aro quito ready to share the bolief of 
our French contemporary that diplomacy will 
Spare tho world “the scandal of & war’” over 
the present complications in the Far East if 
“diplomacy dovs its duty,” or, as we should 

refer to put it, if diplomacy is allowed to do 
its duty. For it is tho duty and the business 
of diplomacy not merely to demand on the 
‘one band or to yield on the other unquestion- 
ing acquiescence in accomplished facts, but to 
shape facts before their accomplishment in 
such a fashion that sequiescenco in thom can 
be demanded and yielded without involving 
the sacrifice on either sido of acquired rights 
or of legitimate interests. This seemed to be 
deliberately ignored in the high-handed action 
which Russia has of late pursued in the Far 
East, and it became imperatively necessary 
to remind her that in her dealings with China 
other rights and other interests would have 
to be considered. 

We only regret that we have not room 
to give much fuller extracts than these 
from the series of articles referred to. 

‘That_ remarkable half uy paper the 
Daily Mail has now attained the largest 
circulation of any paper in London, and 
its circulation is, we learn, only restricted 
by mechanical ‘limitations. It is note- 
worthy that it gives its numerous readers 
a very sound sketch of the situation. On 
the Sth of March it write 

Chapter two in the Far Eastern crisis pro- 
mises to be even more exciting than chapter 
one. That, as our readers will remember, 

ed with Germany's seizore of Kiaochou 
and ended with Great Britain blessing the new 
order because the interlopers had promised 
her complete freedom of trade in the ports 
leased, borrowed, or merely taken from tho 
Chinese. Japan only figured in this part of the 
story as the mysterious stranger; tacituro and 
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ominously discontented, but apparently recon- 
ciled to hard facts. 

But with the second part a good many of 
the pleasing understandings of the first turn 
out to be visionary. Great Britain's blessing 
has been purchased even more cheaply than 
Incac’s, and Japan, far from being reconciled, 
is sending peremptory inquiries to Russia, 
‘And so we go back to the atate of uncertainty, 
worry, and alarm that kept Europe anxious 
during the Christmas weeks. 

Just what Russia will say to Japan it is 
hard to guess—but not hard to guess what 
Japan will do if the answer in unsatisfactory. 
For a neutral Corea is vital to Japanese exis- 
tence. After the heavy cost and loss of a war 
with Ohina to secure that -neutrality, Japan 
will not sit down tamely while Russia make 
Sure of an easy mastery of Corea whenover 
she likes to take it. This is the meaning of 
the telegrams we publish to-day, and it is 
because of this trouble that is brewing that 
British, French, and Russian troops are 
hurrying to the scene. 

What will our réle be in the drama that is 
opening? Lord Salisbury has committed the 
cnuntry toa definite policy, and the country 
has given no dubious response. The promise 
which Chiva has repeatedly made to this 
country equal rights and ‘privileges, with 
every other country—must be respected by 
those who by diplomatic arrangement sub- 
stitute themselves for the Celestial power. If 
there is to be an outbreak in the Far East, 
a8 ie not unlikely, Lord Salisbury would do 
well to make sure of these guarantees, or 
of a refusal of them, as a guidance to the part 
he must play when the trouble comes, 

It returns to the subject on the Sth, 
saying, under the heading, “The Bear's 
Hug":— 











Last week we warned our readers that the 
trond of events in the Far East was towards 
@ crisis—more pronounced and dangerous 
than any that as darkened the horizon of 
international polities for years. 

Russia bas taken on the conelu 
Joan confirms our prognostication with lament- 
able exactitude, Not satisfied with the tem- 
porary occupation of Port Arthur, she now 
insists on a leaso for ninety-nine years, a 
franchise to construct a network of 

over Manchuria and the Lisotung peninsula, 
and permission to import troops for the pro- 
tection of her worknien. ‘The English of this 
is that Northern China is to be quietly assi- 
milated by Russia, 

Bear in mind that the guarantee—which 
‘wo were told was a written guarantee—that 
all ports acquired by Russia shouid be free 
ports, has proved to be non-existent, Our 
trade therefore may be knocked on the head in 
North China whenever it suits the new pro- 
prietor of that region. And this, afterall our 
statements that we should defend our treaty 
rights “even at the cost of war,” creates an 
extremely unpleasant situation. ' Because wo 
have either to put down a heavy foot at once, 
cor stand ready to take marching orders when 
ever it suits the Czar to give them. Unless 
we account it an alternative that Great 
Britain may bo compensated elsewhere ; and 
that would be a regrettable solution. 

Meanwhile, the loan is seriously jeopar- 
dised—and if the loan fails the hand of 
Japan may be forced. Japan cannot do 
much single-handed. and is probably” still 
Hoping that Russia may compel Great Britain 
into common action with her. In any event 



































Great Britain cannot be indifferent to this 
last development It is premature to say 
exactly what she should do—beyond the 
negative duty of protecting her own rights 
and interests. What we fear is that Russia’ 
Policy hus made a choice between compensa 
ting annexation and war inevitable. 
_ The Pall Mall Gazette also shows that 
it understands the real intention of Russia, 
felled ‘under the claim for an ice-free 
terminus for her railway. It writes on the 
Tth‘of March :-— 

Russian terms accomplish nothing less than 
the acquisition of two huge provinces, Man- 
churia and Shingking, from China, ‘The 

+ surrender of all sovereign rights over Port, 
Arthur and Talienwan would be serious 
‘enough, even if it stood alone. As the Peking 
correspondent of the Timer remarke, the 
assurance that they will remain open to the 
commerce of the world is deceptive, once 
they can be converted, and will be converted, 











into a second Viadivostock—or another Ba- 
toum,, ‘There is an end, accordingly, to those 
amiable declarations in which Mr. Curzon 
professed last Tuesday a confidence which, we 
imagine, he was very far from entectaining 
within bis Undor-Secretarial waistcoat. But 
the stipulations as to the railway areeven more 
staggering than the conditions under which 
the harbours will come under the Russian 
ip, Its to run right through, Manchuria, 
i Moukden, the cradle of the Chinese 
dynasty. In ‘other words, Northern China 
would become in the fulness of time, as much 
a part of the Russian Empire as Siboria or 
Turkestan. The Czar's servants would not 
hurry, that is not their way. But they 
ip their communications link by link, 
and while keeping the squeeze on from above, 
allow its effects to work themselves out below. 
For with Mancburia gone, what prospects 
would the dynasty have of retaining its seat 
on the crazy throne? It is an interloping 
family at best, and the elements of domestic 
disturbance are present enough without the 
incentive of foreign aggression. 

While, tho Globe sums the matter up 
very neaily in a little note on the 9th ult 

Mr. Curzon’s statement in the Commens 
yesterday shows that the situation in the Far 
Bast remains unchanged. ‘The Germans have 
Kiaochou. ‘The Russians have Port Arthur. 
‘The Japanese have Weihaiwei. ‘The French 
have their eye on Hainan, ‘The British have 
telegraphed inquiries. 

‘There is a long Money Market note in 
the Economist of the 5th ult.:— 

‘The money market is at present in a 
somewhat unséttled condition. On the one 
hand, thero is tho, certainty that the 
Government disbursements between now 
and the end of the year must be very 
heavy, and that the” resources of the 
market will thus be considerably augmented, 
Part of the additional supplies will, of course, 
be needed for the repayment of loans by the 
Bank, which in order to retain its control 
over rates, has been lendiog for only very 
short periods; but even allowing for thai, 
money may be expected now to become less 
scarce, and the natural tendency would be 
for rates to decline. That fall, however, is 
checked, partly by the fear that gold may’ be 
taken hence for the United States, and partly 
by considerations as to the result of the 
approaching issue of the new Chineso loan, 
Some gold ‘has already been taken for the 
States,- and if any large withdrawals a 
made, money here must becomo dearer, for 
may now bo taken as the settled policy of 
the Bank to maintain a much larger reserve 
than was formerly considered necessary, and 
big though its present reserve of £23.600,000 
may be when measured by former standards, 
any material encroachment upon it would be 
met by an advance of tho official rate. At 
present it does not look as if much gold 
would go to America. Both the Treasury 
and tho banks have ample eupplics, of the 
motal, but in view of possible Cuban develop- 
ments, which might, through the Stock E: 
hange, put a heavy strain upon the Now 

York money market, the possil 

raveals hence is not to be ignored. 
to the Chinese loan, what is feared is such 
a lock-up of money at the Bank as took place 
in connection with previous issues. We 
understand, however, that whereas in tho 
case of former loans the whole of the proceeds 
were deposited with the Bank of Hogland, 
on this occasion one-half only will bo so 
deposited, the remainder being placed with 
the Bank’ of Germany; and besides, as the 
funds at the disposal here of the Japanose 
Government have been pretty well exhausted, 
and considerable payments have still to be 
made by it, whatever lock-up there may be 
will be only partial and temporary. Very 
probably, therefore, the transaction will have 
less effect upon the market than has been 
thought probable, and seeing that fully a 
million and a-half of gold is now on its way 
hither from abroad, and that the continental 
exchanges are in our favour, if the apprehend- 
ed drain of gold to the States does not set in, 
money is more likely to get cheaper than 
dearer. In the circumstances, however, the 
caution shown by lenders, who are maintain- 
ing the rate for best three months’ paper at 
2F per cent., is quite justified. 

The Economist's first leading article is 
headed “A Strange Session,” the strange- 















































ness of the present Session consisting in 
the fact that the House of Commons has 
hardly anything to do, and will probably 
adjourn much earlier than usual. “There is 
no properly orgunised Opposition; “the 
mind of the country is occupied, ‘to tho 
exclusion of ordinary topics, with tho 
condition of foreign affairs, and upon for- 
eign policy the two parties are not seriously 
at variance.” ‘The real fact is—this is our, 
not the Economist's, view—that the House 
‘of Commons has such a limited comprehen- 
sion of what the Far Eastern question 
really is, and has so little mind to get to 
the bottom of it, that it accepts in good 
faith the Government's representations 
that our successive concessions to Russia 
are British triumphs. If nothing is worth 
a war, Sir Michael Hicks-Beach should nut 
have ‘been put up to befool the British 
public by saying that we would go to war 
to prevent a contingency which is as cortain 
to come as the twentieth century. The 
chaotic condition of the Liberal party is, 
to the Economist, the real cause of the 
present unusual condition of affairs :— 
Such a situation, for which it is difficult to 
find a precedent, almost exempts the Govern- 
ment from effective criticism, and a Govern- 
ment which is exempt from criticism, trom 
whatever cause, does not explain itself with 
the fulness which in a country like thi 
usually desirable. Moreover, if it does not 
grow rash, which it must be admitted is not 
the usual defect of British Governments, it is 
very likely to fall into a kind of torpor, dur- 
ing which it accumulates no credit, ‘while 
the seeds of evil which always oxist increase 
rapidly in strength. A good many largo 
questions—for instance, that of the Indian 
currency—are pressing with a certain urgeucy 
for solution, but the disposition will be to 
avoid them while things are so quiet, and in 
the judgment of thoso who control depart. 
menis so exceediogly pleasant.  Englisl 
statesmen aro willing to work hard, but. they 
are always sorely tempted to wai the 
questions press, and their idea of “ pressure” 
is active interest evidenced by the House of 
Commons. It is a minor evil that an empyt 
Session tempts the dominant party to get out 
of hand and amuse itself anywhere rather than 
in the House of Commons, but we doubt if 
it isa minor evil that attention should he 50 
exclusively fixed upon foreign affairs. ‘They 
attract the newspapers and the people quite 
enough as it is, and an exclusive attention 
fixed upon them rapidly breeds jingocs, that 
detestable party which really seeks in the 
/collision of nations an excitement akin to that 
of the Roman arena, and welcomes dangerous 
complications becauso they may lead to war. 
Such a party exists in every modern State, 
and we do not know that it is anywhere 
stronger or less wise than in England and 
America. It is better for a great people to 
attend even to County Council elections than 
exclusively to the means of sinking foreign 
ects. 


















































‘The succeeding article on “Our Com- 
merce in the Event of War,” deals with 
the ‘notorious Declaration’ appended to 
the so-called Treaty of Paris signed by this 
and other nations in 1856," on which the 
energetic “Tommy” Bowles wns to raise a 
discussion in the House. ‘The conclusion 
of the article is :— 

The lato Admiral Tryon, impressed with 
the necessity for protecting the nutional 
commerce, not merely by a powerful navy, 
but by any other device which can be mado 
effective, advorated o system of national 
insurance against war risks. ‘The scheme is 
certainly novel, but is not necessarily to be 
condemned on that account. ‘There is, indeed, 
much to be said in its favour, though, por: 
haps, not so much as may be put forward 
against it. Another proposal by a writer on 
the subject is the adoption of the principles 
of co-called privileged trade which wore 
observed by Great Britain and other countries 








in former days. The proposal is that on the 
outbreak of war the right to engage in our 
national commerce shall be confined to the 


national flag. The regulation, it is argued, 
could be kept in force until it should be found 
consistent with the national benefit to’ with- 
draw it, and meantime there would be no 





question, at any rate, of British subjects 
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shipping their cargoes from British ports in 
other tian British bottoms. ‘The national 
‘commerce would perforce be confined to the 
national flag, and to this extent any fear of 
undue competition by neutrals would be 
removed. No: doubt there are objectious to 
this as to the lato Admiral’s scheme, or 
indeed to any programme having the same 
aim. It is, however, in the interests of our 
shipping, to be hoped that the subject will, 
either on the ocoasion of Mr. Bowles’s resolu- 
tion, or on somo other early opportunity, 
receive the attention which its importance 
demands. 

In its third article on ‘“Bimetallists 
and the Indian Currency,” the Economist 
points out that ‘there is an unusually 
subdued tone in the statement issued this 
week by tho Bimetallic League.” ‘The 
writer shows how completely the League 
have now shifted their ground, the object 
of their attack now being the unfortunate 
Indian Government. He concludes : 


No person. will soy. that tho | present 
currency position in India is satisfactory. Tt 
is very much the reverse. But when tho bi- 
‘metallists tell us that ‘the real interests of 
India demand that monetary soundness should 
be re-established by the re-opening of the 
Todian mints to silver with or without an 
international agreoment ” and virtually invite 
‘our Government to compel the adoption of 
that course, partly out of consideration for 
the stability of our own gold standard, the 
answer must be that Inc must be left to 
determine her own monetary policy, and that 
people who take such a distorted view of 
currency affairs hero aro not fit advisers in 
such a matter, 


There are two other good articles, and 
some interesting correspondence and notes. 
From one of the latter we learn that the 
inguranco loss by the fire on the 2st of 
November last at Melbourne is found to 
exceed £700,000, of which about £550,000 
has to bo borne by British offices. ‘Tho 
following very interesting extract is from 
tho New York correspondence of the 
Economi 

‘A great deal of interest is being taken here 
in what is called, for the sake of a better 
namo Pan-Europe v. Pan-America, in the 
commercial senso of the term. ‘The new 
papers are filled daily with reports of this 
or that attompt to offset inroads of American 
products in Europe, by which, of course, 
reference is made more Facticelarl to the 
Continent. The attitude of German, Austrian, 
and even French against American competi- 
tors seems to be growing more hostile dail 
and not only the agrarian, but the manuf: 
turing sentiment as well, in those countries 
appears to be actively anti-American. Serious 
discussion has already begun as to the out- 
ook for a commercial war between the United 
States and the nations of tho Continent of 
Europe, for there is little credence placed in 
the likelihood of Great Britain taking an; 
part with Continental nations so far as th 
«question is concerned. 


‘There are a great many good Notes in 
the Saturday Review, and we extract three 
of them : 

‘The gravity of the situation in the Far 
East (with which we deal at length elsowhore 
in our columns,) must not be allowed to blind 
to the still more acute menace to peace 
arising from the situation in West Africa. 
‘Tho negotiations in London and Paris are at 
a standstill, French troops are in occupation 
of territory in which, by every doctrine that 
makes dominion valid, British claims are 
paramount, and Colonel Lugard is on his way 
to assume control of the most formidable, 
armed force ever seen on the Niger. Ina few 
weeks British and French troops may find 
themssives face to face in Sokoto or Borgu, 
and then the question will arise—which is to 

eld? With a really strong government io 
ie0 there would be less danger, for their 
‘own treaty experts can advise them that 
they are flagrantly in the wrong, but the 
uulty is that there is no man in France 
strong enough to yield. ‘The present Govern- 
ent have, chrough their semt-official organs, 
‘so systematically on the subject of the 
Niger that an admission of the truth now 
‘would put a political end to M. Hanotaux, 
who personally is as anxious for peace as Lord 

























































Salisbury ; for the mob would rise and turn 
him out of office. 

BM. Hanotaux’s idea all along has been, of 
course, that when things began to look me- 
nacing, Lord Salisbury would, as usual, 
grow frightened and leave France in possos- 
‘sion. But on this occasion the Colonial Offico 
has put its foot down and refused to sacrifice 
territory in order to'save a French 
‘Ministry from downfall, the result bing that 
‘thotwo Foreign Officesdo not know what todo. 
Colonel Lagard isin such force that, probably 
the French expeditions now in Sokoto 
retire, but Boussa and Nikki are much harder 
nuts to cack. Finally; there is pachap the 
greatest # of al lonel Lugard is 
ambitious and rather hot-headed, as his work 
in Uganda shows, and if he, inflamed with 
that feverishness which African rivers seem 
to engender, and knowing how strongly public 
focling at home is excited over our recent sur- 











renders to France, should imitate the French | 


example and occupy some: point to which 
France has paramount claims, all the materials 
for a war will be at hand, a war to which it 
would be difficult to set limits. 


In tho intervals between its threatenings of 
Russia and its scoldings of France, the imes 
informs the world at large that it is mistaken 
in supposing there is any difference of opinion 
between Lord Salisbury and Mr. Chamber- 
lain, Now all that we have stated or seen 
stated on the subject is that Mr. Chamberlain 
is playing jingo resolutely, and then bidding 
for the support of the wilder jingo-spirits in 
the Tory party. ‘The Times does its little 
best to minimise the force of this undoubted 
truth, but its efforts are naturally of no avail. 
Mr, Charaberlain did come down to the House 
of Commons and read in the most melodra- 
matic fashion a message from West Africa, 
which he would have done better first to 
verify. ‘The French newspapers, such as the 
Débets and the Temps, ate not mistaken in 
speaking of him as an irritating influence. 
Why even Punch this week caricatures him 
as clothed in the Union Jack ! 

‘The article on ‘ Russia in the Far East” 
which refers to the first of these Notes is an 
excellent one, and the write 
really well-informed. He ev’ 
the true story of the negotiation for a 
British Government loan, which fell 
through owing to Sir Claude’s not adopt- 
ing the course that his colleagues adopt. 
Instead of taking the agreement cut and 
dried to the Tsungli Yamén, and insisting 
‘on the room being cleared of hangers-on, 
‘and the Princes and Ministers signing it 
then and there, he gave them the scheme 
for consideration, with the result that 
within an hour the Russian Legation had 
the whole thing before it (and then our 
Government talks of the negotiations 















boing secret), and was able to squash it. | 


‘The writer of the article mentions the 
visit of the Immortalité and Iphigenia to 
Port Arthur, and say 

Of course, the English official explanation 
was that our ships had called at Port Arthur 
merely in the way of ordinary cruising, and 
hhad then gone on their course. But accord- 
ingto the Russian newspapers, which it must 
be remembered are only permitted to publish 
such foreign information as the Government 
supply or inspire, our ships were withdrawn 
by order of the English Government : and 
this news, carefully circulated as widely as 
possibly throughout China, was a blow to our 
prestige, such as only thoso who have lived 
in the Far East can fully realise. After this 
woeful check came the negotiations between 
‘our Government and the Chinese Government 
with regard to Talienwan. Russia at once 
protested against any such negotiations as 
being prejudicial to her interests ; and what 
did our Ministers do, those Ministers who 
talked so bravely about the ‘open door,” 
the “equality of opportunity,” &c.? They 
backed down. Again we ask, why mako a 
demand that must inevitably irritate Russia, 
if we are not prepared to go through with it to 
the end? Why continually invite rebuff? 
‘As for Russia, she is now imitating Germany 
and is inventing hinterland theories on her 
‘own account. She is in effective occupation 
of Port Arthur and, as Mr. Curzon had to 
admit in the House of Commons on Thursday, 
she is now herself “ negotiating” with China 
in regard to Talienwan. The whole affair is 




















Jamentable—a triumph of diplomatic incom- 
petency. If the Russians now take possession 
of Talienwan, as is almost inevitable, wo 
shall have completely stultified ourselves. 
Either, pursuing our original neutrality, we 
should’ not have gone to Port Arthur at all, 

fas 





which would no doubt have beon ¢ 
alternative, or having gone there wo should 
have stayed there at all costs. ‘The Govera- 
ment seem to have entirely lost their heads 
over this Chinese c1 


‘Those who are interested in the Hess- 
Labouchere controversy, will find all tho 
necessary information in this week's issues 
of Truth and The Critic, respectively. 

Mr. Wilson's first article in the Investors’ 
| Review beyins’ with an expression of an 

earnest hope that the British public is not 
going to lose its head over the latest display 
of Russia's parpose towards Manchuria. 
Mr. Wilson is dreadfully afraid of a war 
with Russia, and points out that ‘the 
greatest fool living hardly now contends 
that the Crimean war was a wise episode 
in our history.” It might be retorted that 
no-one would go to the greatest fool living 
for an opiaion on the subject. Our duty, 
according to Mr. Wilson, is to do every 
thing in our power to prevent Japan fighting 
Russia, He thinks that Russia has a 
perfect right, ‘according to the ethics of 
modern empires,” to annex Manchuria and 
the Liaotung Peninsula- ji 
piece of reasoning we ha 
and:-— 

If we draw off Japanese hostility, and 
effect an arrangemont between the Japs and 
the Russians, whereby the former may be 
gasuted room, for expansion, it may. be then 
in our pores to get Russia to withdraw her 
demand for the control of the Chinese army— 
a demand obviously dictated by motives of 
self-defence. Russia wishes to train Chinese 
' troops so that if Japan does recklessly plungo 

ito wat, her armies may receive a very 
different reception from what they got in tho 
last fight. Look at it how wo may, there is 
no ground for us to quarrel with Russia about 
Ghins’s northern dependency j and we bescech 
‘the public to exercise prudence, to avoid in- 
dulgence in wild braggodocio language which 
can do no good. and, above all, to try to shake 
the mind cleat of the absurd terrors about 
Russian designs and Russian machinations, 
j to which Lord Roberts gave expression last 

Monday evening. ‘To nourish this sentimont 
is to court our own undoing. 


‘Mr. Wilson is rather “down” upon 
“Lipton’s,” being ‘disposed to doubt 
exceedingly tho future prosperity of this 
huge tea, fluid beef, cocoa, jam, sauce, 
cotfee, eake, and pork business.” ‘There in 
a trenchant Note on ‘The Shipping Garotte 
and Foreign Competition.” 

‘The Graphic has an arti 
Eastern question which is disappointing 
from its indefiniteness. It says : 


The Far Eastern crisis is one in which 
public interest seems at the present moment, 
to be chiefly contred, although it may bo 
doubted whether, in’ itself, it is of equal 
gravity with the West African Question. 
| Sooner or later, Port Arthur, with its whole 

Manchurian hinterland, is bound to fall to 
|Rnesia. ‘Tho helplessness of China on the 
j one hand, and the activity and tho resources 
of Russia on the other, not to speak of the 
inevitable effects of tho Siberian Railway, 
and the daily growing need of Russia for an 
outlet on tho ice-free Pacific, point irresis 
bly tothis dénodment. Indeed, Great Britain 
herself has constructively recognised this 
eventuality, not only by declaring Hier ac- 
{quiescence in the reasonableness of the Russian 
aspirations for an ice-free port, but by carry- 
ing on negotiations with Russia as to the 
economic future of such a port whenever 
it may be acquired. Why then so much 
flutter and hubbub about the demand now 
[ogress to the Tsungli Yamén for a lease of 

‘ort Arthur and Talienwan by the Russian 
Government? The reason is to bo found in 
the very inappropriate moment chosen by 
Rassia for this coup. The prudent action of 
the advisers of the Czar after tho German 
seizure of Kiaochou had led Englishmen to 
believe that the Russian Government was 
disposed to postpone the realisation of ite 
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ambitions in Manchuria so as not to precipi- 
tate a porilons scramble for Chinese territory. 
Weed imagined that by raising no objec- 
fions to the temporary sojoum of the Rassisn 
flost at Port Arthur, the practical necessities 
of Bussis would be satisfied, and her acqui 
tion of a more permanent title to that road- 
stead would be reserved for quieter times. 
No doubt this was the intention of Russia 
before the recent loan negotia If she 
has now modified her attitude it is because, 
in the first place, she is anxious to ‘obtain 
Port Arthur without giving us thoso definite 
ledges with to its economic destiny 
for which we have lately been pressing ; and, 
in the second place, because she wishes, at 
the moment of the serious crisis between our- 
selves and France in West Africa, to create a 
iversion in favour of her ally.” Hence tho 
seriousness of her action, which cannot but 
be recognised as ablow aimed against Eng- 
land. It has other aspects scarcely less 
grave, There can be little doubt, for exam- 
je, that the permanent acquisition of Port 
yur and Talienwan by Russia will spur 
on other Powers to demand like concessions, 
and this will bring us within measurable 
distance of the Partition of China. 

‘Tenniel's cartoon in Punch representa 
John Bull giving John Chinaman a lift to 
markst. In the face of the facts, John 
Bull's statement: ‘I'll soe that no one 
“bests” you,” seems a little out of place. 
Linley Sambourno’s cartoon, ‘Sceno in 
the London County Circus,” is excellent, 
and there is a really charming drawing, 
“True Sympathy” by Arthur Hop! 
































NOTICES OF BOOKS, ETC. 


Cassell’s Family Magazine for March is 
as usual full of good things and the illus- 
trations are admirable. Under the title of 
“Tho American Ambassador to England,” 
Frank Banfield contributes some striking 
literary reminiscences of the poet-diploma- 
tist, Colonel John Hay, whilst the thrilling 
Blondyke romance ‘Spectre Gold” is 
continued. One of the most interesting 
articles touches upon the horrible subject 
of incendiarism, giving some details of the 
famous “firebugs” who so terrified Now 
‘York some few years ago. ‘The following 
extract gives but a faint idea of the grim 
resources of the incendiary :— 

“OF course,” said the authority, “we 
have incendiary fires, but they are generally 
very trifling affairs.’ As in America, the 
German Jews are the worst offenders. 
Do you ever sce the American papers ?” 
Treplied that such was the case,“ Wall, 
I date say you notice that the comic papers 
are always joking upon Jewish incendiarism 
though, to my mind, it is not a subject to 
be 30 lightly treated. A few weeks ago 
there was atypical jest. ‘I have been in 
dis store for over twenty years, friend 
Jacob,’ says Abraham, standing at the 
door of his shop with his thumbs in his 
waistcoat. ‘Holy Rachacl!’ comes the 
answer from tho astonished Jacob. ‘Is 
it mado of asbestos?’" ‘Who at 
the worst offenders after the Jews?” 
I asked. “Oh! foreigners of various 
races. Arson seems to have little 
attraction for the English criminal, 
Tm glad to say. We had two Americans 
over here s short time ago who gave usa 
lot of trouble. They had three or four 
successful fires ; but we caught them at last. 
One of them did the most extraordinary 
thing I have ever known. He insured 
himself in an accident company, shot his 
own eye out, and then claimed five hun- 
dred pounds for it. That is an absolute 
fact” ‘I needed that additional clause,” 
I said; “for I must admit that is rather 
‘a startling story; but, then, Yankees are 
always finding out something fresh. What 
of other nationalities?” ‘* Several French- 
men have passed through my hands. I 
zemember one fellow who was a terrible 
‘bungler. He had three furniture fires 
ich were fairly successful. He used to 
me round and say that his little dog, or 























a cat, or something had overturned the 
lamp and burnt some chairs, a sofa, or some 
pictures. His claims seemed all right, and 
he was paid on the first two occasions. 
However, thoygh he insured in a different 
company every time, I got wind of this 
third Bre, and went down to inspect the 
remains myself. He kept jumping round 
me, gesticulating wildly and  bevailing 
his losses. ‘Ici, monsieur,’ he said ‘was 
a fine bureau,’ of mahogany the most 
beautiful; all ‘gone now—quite burnt 
away.’ I didn’t say anything, but kept 
poking about amongst the ashes, ‘Vat 
you look for ?” he said uneasily’ ‘ Merely 
the hinges,’ I answered ; ‘they wouldn't 
be burnt away too, would they?’ He 
seemed puzzled fora moment, and then 
ed me off to another part of the premises. 
‘The doors were standing, and I locked the 
sittingroom door behind me, for I was 
certain that not only had the “fine bureau’ 
never existed, but that the whole affair 
was of the incendiary order. In the after- 
noon of the same day I returned with a 
friend to show him the suspected fire. I 
unlocked the sitting-room door, but what 
was my surprise to find seven or eight 
hinges lying on the floor! What do you 
think the idiot had done? He had gone 
and bought them and thrown them in 
through the window, They were untouch- 
ed by fire, and their presence at once 
proved the fraudulent nature of his claim.” 


Interest in the doings of Her Majesty is 
characteristic of every true Englishman 
and anecdotes relating to her likes and 
dislikes are always eagerly scanned. A 
writer in The Quiver has given to the world 
some idea as to the sovereign’s literary 
likes as mirrored in the writings of her 
favourite authors. The article goes on to 
state that:— 


“Her Majesty has read and re-read 
Scott's poems until she has them prac- 
tically by heart, and will sometimes de- 
light her ladies during her drives in the 

ighlands by repeating lines illustrative 
of the scenery through which she is pass- 
ing. Some years ago the Queen made a 
pilgrimage to Abbotsford with all the 
enthusiasm of a devoteo, and spent somo 
time in the library looking over tho 
original MS. of Ivanhor. Her Majesty re- 
marked upon the beautiful handwriting 
and the freedom from erasures. In the 
study the Queen was shown Sir Wal- 
ter’s Journal, and asked to inscribe her 

ame in it, but at first she refused, feel- 
ing, as she said, that it “would ‘be a 

resumption to ‘do so,” although she 
inally yielded to the wishes of her host. 
Tea was served for her Majesty in the 
dining-room where Sir Walter had breath- 
ed his last, and the Queen expressed her 
sense of honour at having taken a meal in 
‘a room of such hallowed associations. 
From these incidents it will be seen that 
the Queen is no mere reader, but has 
enough literary enthusiasm to indulge in 
hero-worship. It was under the tuition of 
Bishop Davys that the Queen laid the 
foundation of her very thorough knowledge 
of Scripture history ‘and teaching. Books 
bearing upon the subject have always a 
deep interest for the Queen, although she 
is not fond of the controversies and wrang- 
ings of theologians. Dean Stanley read 
his Jewish Church in manuscript to the 
Queen as he wrote it by the dying bed 
of Lady Augusta Stanley, and her Majesty's 
criticisms mingled with those of her beloved 
friend. The following story will illustrate 
that the Queen’s study of the Bible has been 
alittle scholarly as well as deeply devotional. 
She and the Prince Consort were one day 
reading a portion of Scripture together and 
discussing its meaning, when a point arose 
in connection with the different rendering 
of the passage in the English and Lutheran 





























versions. ‘To settle it the Prince sent a 
messenger to the British Museum to borrow 
a copy of Luther's Bible. The official 
from the Museum when he arrived with 





the volume was shown into the Queen’s 
private sitting-room, and was nota little 
surprised to see the Queen and Prince 
Consort sitting at a table with open Bibles 
and deeply engaged in study. The Prince 
was very pleased to find that Luther's 
Bible supported his views.” 

‘Trade secrets and recipes have, of course, 
@ considerable value, but few would be- 
lieve that for one single secret the enor- 
mous sum of three millions sterling was 
refused. Yet such is actually the case as 
the following cutting from Cassell’s Satur- 
day.Journal testifies :— 

“Tt is well-known that there aro several 
‘trade secrets’ of considerable value ; but 
it is so very seldom that they come into 
the market when a price is put upon them, 
that few have any idea how enormously 
valuable some, indeed nearly all, of them 
are. In fact, it is uot too much to say that 
there is hardly a trade secret which has not 
brought a vast fortune to its lucky posses- 
sor. Probably the most valuable one in 
the world is to be looked for in an article 
which few would have thought of, and at a 
place where still fewer would have suspect- 
ed such was to befound. The article in 
question is none other than the green or 
yellow liqueur known as Chartreuse, and it 
is made from the centuries-old secret recipe 
of the brothers of the monastery of La 
Grande Chartreuse—the famous Charter- 
house founded by St. Bruno eight hundred 
yearsago. Some time since the French 
branch of the Rothschilds made an 
offer through the Pope to the head 
of the Carthusian order of the hugo 
sum of eighty milion franes in cash— 
that is, considerably over three milions 
sterling—for the transference to them of 
the composition of the liqueur. It scems 
almost incredible, but this offer was 
declined, thus proving conclusively that 
the secret was considered by its proprietors 
to be worth much more. And further, 
the question may be asked, if the Roths- 
childs were prepared to bid eighty million 
franes for the liqueur, what would they 
have considered a fair sum at which they 
would have sold it to the public? Tho 
composition of eau de Cologne at.one time 
promised to be the most valuable trade 
secret of the world, but the proper formula 
was discovered, and the perfume can now 
be produced anywhere, and of the same 
quality as the original.” 

\ Landseer's famous picture ‘The Mo- 
narch of the Glen,” than which perhaps no 
work of art has’ been more extensively 
reproduced, has a somewhat remarkable 
‘history. Joseph Grego, writing in the 
Magazine of Art for last month, says in re- 
gard to this truly glorious canvas 

As early as 1848, when extensive schomes 
for decorating the Houses of Parliament 
wore engnging public attention, and the 
famous Historical Cartoon” competitions 
had been held for three or four years at 
Westminster, Landseer received from the 
“Commissioners on the Fine Arts” a pro- 
posal to paint in oils three subjects illus- 
trative of the chase, appropriate for the 
embellishment of the Peers’ Refreshment 
Room. The remuneration suggested for 
this commission was, according to some 
accounts, £300 each picture; or, on more 
trustworthy authority, as stated by Mr. 
F. G. Stephens in his account of Sir 
Edwin Landseer, £500 apiece; the sum 
in either case was wretchedly inade- 
quate, and it is evident that the 
painter undertook this congenial task on 
patriotic gvounds, and for honour rather 
than for profit. Happily for Landseer’s 
interests, but to the national loss, the 
scheme was burked. The House of Com- 
mons, as paymasters, marked their dis- 
approval of the manner in which the plans 
for decorating the Palace of Westminster 
were being conducted by the Fine Art 
Commissioners; for when the item of 
£1,500 was submitted in the estimates as 
the proposed payment to one of the greatest 
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artists of the time for these three important 
works after a sharp debate this sum was 
struck out by a vote of the Commons, and 
Landseer was thereby released from an 
unremunerative bargain, ‘The Monarch 
of the Glen,” intended by Landseer to 
occupy in the Peers’ Refreshment Room 
one of the panels of the then new Houses 
jiament, was thus free to be sent for 
exhibition tothe Royal Academy. There, 
in 1851, it evoked universal admiration, 
and was promptly purchased by Lord 
Londesborough for £840 ; Landseer, at the 
‘same time, having sold the copyright for 
engraving to Messrs. Henry Graves for a 
farther sum of £500 : thus at once bringing 
up the amount to the more adequate figure 
of £1,340. The engraving by. Thomas 
Landseer, published in 1852, has enjoyed 
the vast popularity such a work was certain 
to command, proofs having mounted up to 
high figures. ‘For instance, an artist's proof 
realised £120 at Christie's in 1894. The 
painting, as was inevitable, has since gone 
on steadily increasing in value. From Lord 
Londesborough’s collection it passed into 
the hands of other art-lovers. In 1884 
“'Tho Monarch of the Glen,” sent to 
Christie's by Lady Otho Fitzgerald, was 
archased by Lord Cheylesmore (then Mr. 
Baton, M.P’) for £6,510. On the death 
‘of Lord Cheylesmore his collection was 
sont to Christie's in 1892, when an animat- 
ed competition for Landseer’s masterpiece 
brought the price up to £7,245. Mr. 'T. 
J. Barratt subsequently purchased this 
covetable painting from Messrs. Agnew. 


BH * B 


A Character Study in Mandarin Collo- 
ial, Alphabetically Arranged. Prepared 
3y Ohauncey Goodrich, Peking University 
Press, 1898. 

This volume of two hundred and 
sixty-three Chinese pages ought to 
have beon printed about a quartor of a 
century earlier. It was propared by Dr. 
Goodrich in the carly stages of his study 
of tho language about thirty years ago, and 
has been added to and otherwise amended 
at intorvals ever since. Countless copies 
have been made for the benefit of succes- 
sive generations of learners of Chinese, and 
now at last, by the entorprise of the Peking 

. University Press, it is available for a much 
wider usefulness than over before. 

‘This work is literally a phrase-book of 
Chinese expressions, arranged under the 
several charactors just as in a dictionary. 
We are not told how many characters are 
illustrated: in this way, bat the selection 
is o large one. It is only in a technical 
sense that the Chinese can be described as 
‘a monosyllabic language, and it is the aim 
of this collection to put the learner at once 
in command of a very large number of 
phrases of two, four, or more characters, 
the study of which will readily and easily 
add to his vocabulary, and at the same 
time enable him to discriminate the varying 
senses in which each character is used. 
Every student beginning Chinese ought to 
have a note-book for such phrases, but it is 
probably true that but a small number of 
them really make one which is of any service 
for moro than a year ortwo. Most persons 
find the mechanical labour of arrangement, 
or of almost inevitable rearrangement, 
too fatiguing, and after a time the whole. 
enterprise is abandoned in despair. By the 
timo he has reached this stage he is qualified 
to appreciate the excellences of a hand-book 
like this, prepared by a most thorough 
scholar, anda born teacher. Dr. Goodrich’s 
Pocket ‘Dictionary and Peking Syllabary, 
has made his name familiar wherever 
there are students of the language. Tho 
presont volume will add nothing to his 
reputation which is long since established 
by previous labours, but it will earti the 
gratitude of many learners of Chinese, who 
have at present, so far as wo are aware, 
nothing of the sort available. Most of the 
sentences are strictly colloquial, but a few 











of a classical cast have been introduced. 
With collection like this as a basis, an 
enterprising student can easily gather 
multitudes of additional examples, for in 
the Chinese sea it remains true there 
are as good fish as ever were caught. 


The Chinese Recorder and Missionary 
Journal. April, 1888. Shanghai : American 
Presbyterian Mission Press. 

“Wait till ye'ro a mither o’ thirteen, 
like me !” was the unexpected retort which 
floored a school board chairman, a bachelor, 
who had been dilating to a poor woman on 
her duty to her children with regard to 
their education. Yes, experience is all 
important, and the Recorder is to be con- 
gratulated on having the opening article on 


Hesons of Experience supplied by the 
Rev. J. W. Stevenson, of tho China Inland 
Mission. In his paper Mr. Stevenson keeps 





in mind the fact that China is a peculiar. 
field and the missionary needs to adapt 
himself to it in a special way. Methods 
that would do for Africa, or other fields, 
may not be applicable here in China. 

Before mentioning special lessons of 
experience Mr. Stevenson refera to a 
typo of missionary life that he would 
not recommend. The missionary who 
enters on his work in a critical spirit, 
and is always suspicious of the Chinese, 
will not make much headway, but will, in 
‘a very roal sonse, reap what he sows. He 
Keeps as far away from the Chinese as 
possible, and has no social intercourse with 
them ; their language is learned, their 
classics are studied, the Gospel is preached 
to them, and they are invited to participate 
in its benefits; but there are so many 
things that are ‘repulsive in the Chinese 
that they must be kept at a certain distance, 
and the line between the foreigner and the 
native is clearly drawn. The Chinese are 
quick at reading character and analysing 
motives and actions, and the missionary 
acting so will constantly have to complain 
of tho hardness of the people and of the 
indifference with which he meets. 

Other things being equal, such as know- 
ledge of the language, Mr. Stevenson 
considers sympathy the most essential 

ualification for missionary work. Then 
forbearance and self-denial are necessar 
In dealing with the officials and literati tl 
writer considers conciliation is the mot 
excellent way. “To make much of our 
treaty rights, and talk about appealing to 
Consuls and Ministers, is to be deprecated. 
The Chinese, as a whole, are not an w 
reasonable people. They ‘are always talk- 

“Chiang-li,? and if you can show 
Tiina thing, you have gained 
a good vantage-ground. @ native offi- 
cials aro now understanding our position 
better than they ever have done, and it is 
very gratifying to notice, in some instances, 
how they are seeking to protect and do the 
right and just thing by the missionary.” 

‘As to the lessons with regard to 
methods of work Mr. Stevenson thinks 
there is a lack of consolidation of mis- 
sionary force and too little uniformity of 
procedure.—' Young men come out here 
who have their own ideas, and think they 
can improve on the methods of the older 
missionaries who aro, of course, supposed 
to bo out of touch with, this enlightened 
So, unfortunately, under the present 
system, the young missionary, after he has 
got a fair start, proceeds to apply his 
notions, and goes through a series of ox- 
Z After much time and- labour 
spent in trying to earry out these 
wonderful plans, that are going to effect so 
much, he finds that they are not suited to 
Chins. He is then inclined to be dis- 
couraged, and it is not so easy for him 
to begin over again and take the advice 


















































and follow the wise counsel of his senior | tall 








brethren. It is lamentable to have all this 
sad waste of time and talent in Chins,” 


We feel good servica is rendered in thus 
drawing attention to the lesson of co-opera- 
tion in work alrealy in progress. Of other 
lessons, eg, the developiog of the in. 
dividual gifts of the natives and leading 
them on to self-support and self-govern- 
ment, we have no time to speak. 

After a description of the eclipse of the 
sun, as seen at Kalgan, we have a further 
instalment of Dr. Ashmore’s histori 
article on The Missionary Movement in 
China. This section treats of the eigh- 
teen years between 1842 and 1860. The 
reference to the effect of the Nanking 
treaty on the Cabinets of the West 
is of special interest at this time: 
‘All the other nations interested in 
China trade,” says Dr. Ashmore, “were 
at once mightily stirred. What England 
had gotten they could get, and not have 
to’ fight for it either. The Netherlands, 
Belgium, tho Prussians, Spanish, Portu- 
guese, French, and Americans lost no time 
in sending in embassies. Some of those who 
did this did not allow the good opportunity 
to slip to score the English unmercifully 
for shaking, in this unceromonious w: 
without fist getting permission, the fruit 
trees in the Chinese orchard; but now, 
since the apples were falling, they lost no 
time in hurrying in to get a bag-full for 
themselves before they were all gone. And 
we keep it up more or less to this day, 
berating the actors and bagging the pillage. 
It is a pleasant thing to combine ethics 
with business,” 

In speaking of the results of this second 
period of the missionary movement from 
1842 to 1860 Dr. Ashmore refers to the 
small number of converts, the careful 
inauguration of hospital work, the initial 
movements of educational work, the making 
and testing of the earlier Bible translations, 
and tho grappling with what ho calls threa- 
hold topics. 

In this number we have the concluding 
portion of the Rev. J. Macintyre’s paper 
on ‘Mencius on Human Nature.” lst 
there are defects which cannot be overlook- 
ed we find there is much healthy sentiment 
in Mencius and frequent, stirring 201 yeals 
to which the China of to-da; rou do 
well to listen. - In the Book-table Depart- 
ment will found some interesting 
statistics ; whilst tho article by Dr. Davis 

the Educational Department, giving 
particulars of tho Berlin Foundling House 
in Hongkong, is worthy a careful perusal, 


————————— 


@utports. 























CHENGTU. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 





A SIGN OF THE TIMES. 

“Flither again!” Thus spake a Westerner, 
as a priest awoke him from his morning 
slumber banging a large dram. One or more 
ot Kiaochou electrical touches and China will 
fwako up. ‘The loss of. Formoea scarcely 
More then made the Szechuaneso blink. 
‘ho. Tapaneo war opentd_ 0 eye fr a 
time. Ono prick ig tho side by a de- 
termined Power and what a shock! what a 
commotion! Both eyes open wide. Like 
the schoolmaster who sat upon the mis- 
chievous pin and forgot his position, #0 the 
Confucian disciple forgets to look only 16 
feet ahead, forgets to put his eleeve to. his 
nose when—everybody knows when. The 
odours emanating from a foreigner are not 
trying when the Emperor has to bend the 
autectatic knee. Who are these foreig- 
ners? Where do they come from? ‘‘ Alas” 
says one, a little late in the day to ask these 
questions “would that Ching had tured 
itself into an interrogation point 10 year, 
90 years, ago!” Gofna must talk. She has 

but che has tes shops. What 
‘imagine officials, scholara, merchants, 
coolies, talking of the ‘division of China as 
schoolboys would talk of the division of an 
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orange. Rice dear, silver cheap, morals 
Jax, petty thieving frequent, opium smoking 
‘on the increase, general debility with no 
brighter’ prospects, stagnation in business, 
no eeaaer toy bd ey of Sivisioo, 
ea hopefully. Strange (a siga of the 
Himes) that guch talk could be general 
gossip and withal foreigners receiving bet- 
fer treatment on the streets of Chéogtu than 
ever before. There has not only been the 
absence of malice, but the people have been 
friendly. Sometimes-they think the for- 
eigner 8 little too particular, especially when 
‘the etreet officials are called in and re- 
rested to warn the people not to call their 
istant guests yangren (foreigners) but 
chenren: (the upright). 
A GREAT CHANGE 
has also come over the literati. Books on 
Western sciences are in great demand. 
A school teaching mathematics is largely 
atronised (established by the Viceroy). 
fot only so but ther wing interest 





a 
in Christianity. The churches in thecity are | 5) 


overflowing; hundreds going away not able 
to find standing room. ‘The schools under 
forcign control are also flourishing. The 
work 

. ‘AT THE MINES 

ie being pushed. The machinery which 
was selected by Mr. Tang is nearing ita 
destination. Carrying heavy machin 
over mountain passes and along rough ron 
is not an easy task, and wo trust the work 
of Mr. Tang will not be interfered with 
just'when ho is ready to begin work. 


. GENERAL, 

‘The acting Viceroy has appointed soldiers 
to remain in tho vicinity of the foreiga 
compounds to: prevent any possible dis- 
turbance. 

‘The annual mesting of the Methodist 
Episcopal Mission was held in this city. 
‘The reports were very. encouraging and 
to gutlonk for the coming yenr exceeding: 

it 

T Dee Kilborn of the Canadian Methodist 
Mission will leave Chéngtu in July. He 
expects to visit the London hospitals before 
returning to his Canadian home. 


‘Ist March. 





CHUNGKING. 
(FROM OUR.OWs CORRESPONDENT.) 
—_———— 
‘THE KUANGPER rrOT. 


‘To put the thing briefly, the Emporor’s 
writ does not run in Kiangpeh. That 
now to all intents and purposes in 
of rebellion. Mr. Kuo's authority 
n cancelled or euperseded by the 
mi who are now in command. ‘They 
have already demonstrated. once on the 
bank of the river, and promise to give 
further display o courage to-morrow, 
Sunday morning, on a larger scale: Of 
course, the obvious inteution of these ui 
trained bands is to assert that no one must 
be punished for the dastardly murder of 
Inst’ Monday night. Tho ringleaders aro 
still at. large, and are in no danger of 
capture for the time being. Their nam 
are perfectly well-kuown to ourselves and 
to the native authorities. Some of them 
are actually petty officials! But without 
troops they must for the present be 
allowed to remsin at liberty. Lawless- 
is rife in Kiangpeh. This stato of 
matters has its serious drawbacks for every- 
body, snd it will not astonish your readers 
to learn that we are by no nieans certain 
that trouble will not spread across the 
river to our own city. All that can be 
said just now is that we do not think it 
will, and, of course, we sincerely trust it 
won't. Las: night was a time of great 
anxiety to those who happen to live «ppo- 
sito the disaffected city. At midnight a 
rumbur got abroad among the people that 
_oreign soldiers were at the gates seeking 







































admission to Kiangpeh: This was the 
commencement of an uproar which con- 
verted the place in'o a veritable pandemo- 
nium for about three hour-. Tho shouts 
and yells of the mob were dis'inctly heard 
by thos: of us wh» were called out to 
watch, and when guns and other weapons 
were fired off, matters were felt to be 
quite sulticiently lively t» satisfy the most 
courageous. Unfortunst-ly one Roman 
Catholic family has. been mido to ext 
bitterness by the mob over which the sutho- 
rities hare no control. Tho questi 
shall Kiangpeh be allowed to retai 
honour of the victory it has again achieved 
over foreigners? Would it not be well for 
everybody, and for the Chinese in parti- 
cular, for some interested’ Power to 
y to the mob this foolery must cease, 

re going to make it cease ? Kiang- 
poh it the Changsha of Sze- 
chuan, and the natives glory in their repu 
tation! It might be well to prick’ the 
wind-bag, and thus provent farther trou- 
Certainly the events of the past few 
days mean nothing short of defixnce—de- 
fixnes of Edicts, aud Proclamations, and 
Treaties, and indeed every known form 
of rule’ and law. This being so, it is 
fair to ask if the time hss not come 
for putting an ond once for all to 
the spirit which begets, withou’ reasnn, 
such alarming war-whoops a3 wo have been 
listening to during the past few days? To 
this question it soems thero can be but one 
anawer. Moanwhile the English and 
French Consuls are doing their level best 
to cupe with the situation, and it is plossing 
to learn that Mr. Consul'Smithers has re- 
ceived x telegram from his Minister which 
ought to hare the effect of strengthening 
hiehauds, Tho ball of the game is still, 
asit has boon from the commencement, 
roally nt his feet. It is ho who must nettle 

i the officials for the bratal murder of 
Mondey. And the need for a sett'e- 
ment is urgent. 

19th March. 

‘Tite SITUATION. 

‘Two or three further items in connection 
with, the, miserable Kiangpel affic. aro 
worthy of reported, ‘The Grat is that 
militia have boon dispersed. ‘They 
me, and saw, and by their dofiant at- 
titude 40 far conquered that, up to tho 

nothing has been done to punish 
responsible for the crime of last 
Monday night. ‘Tho tocsin was sounded, 
and sounded to some purpose. It is 
scarcely too much to say that, for several 
days, the perce of the community was im- 
perilled by the prosonco of lasless bands 
who left their homes and their crops for 
the purposo of ‘slemonstrating” in the 
presence of the hated foreigner in this 
region, ‘That they might have heen pro- 
vented from. coming at all is aufiiciently 
established by tho fact that their disper- 
sion appears to have b-en accomplished 
withont very much trouble, In any case, 
thoy have gone ; and in this way the strain 
of the situation has boen yYery much 
raliored. The second point is that, owing 
prosumably, to the presence of the inob the 
authorities were compelled t» set at liber- 














































































ty throo men who had been arrested in 
connection with the murder. Such, at 
Teast, is common report, and up to the 


present it has not been contradicted. You 
will understand that no foreigner is at 
present allowed to visit Kiangpeh to test 
matters for himself. Not that the libera- 
tion of these three individuals matters 
very much, They are not in any case 
men whose names are before the native 
and foreign officials as being primarily re- 
sponsible for ths outrage. Until these 
latter have been arrested, justice will not 
have been secured. Needless to say that 
no practical step has yet been taken to 
arrest them. 

‘The third item is that, two days ago, the 
‘Taotai issued.a proclamation which, to all 
intents and purposes, 














LAID THE BLAME 
of the recent disturbance upon Dr. Mc- 
Cartney who, the Taotai alleges, rented 
premises in Kiangpoh “ before things were 
arranged.” Mr. Consul Smithers very 
properly demanded the withdrawal of the 

roclamation which has since been done. 

oubtless Jén Taotai will be asked’ to 
explain how hs came to issue so inimical a 
proclamation at all, and, of courae, the. 
Whole matter cannot possibly rast at this 
unsstisfactory point. Manifestly the 
policy of the native officials is to get timo 
on their side before attempting to squire 
accounts. But with such splendid backing 
as Mr. Snithors has received from Peking, 
the latter will probably see to it that the 
game of waiting is not played too: long. 
Meanwhile the Chungking people 


ARE QOIET ENOUGH 


and now. that there ars no‘ bands” in 
Kiangpeh to “demonstrate,” ic is not 
at all likely that the parce of our 
city will be beokoa. ‘Vhie.is fairly cxrtain 
in spite of the fact that the: prefectural 
examinations have just begun: Some of 
the foreign ladies who woro called in to the 
city have now returned to their homes in 
the country. Certainly tho scare which 
they had in common with several fanilies 
in the city last Friday night was vory bad. 
Lo hear and seo the who e population uf a 
ci'y.roused as the Kisngpoh natives wore 
roused on that occasion, and all. in the 
dead of night, was quite enough to try the: 
strongest nerves. ‘he real cause of the 
tumult (which of courage, was not discover- 
able on the Chungkin; of the river at 
the time) appears to been a.rumour 
that anumber of foreign soldiors had cous 
at midnight to trke the place, ‘The people 
became terror-stricken. Gong were. boat- 
me, guns were fired by. others, 
res of families, it is said, mide 
preparations for precipivate flight, ‘The 
place, in and out of the city, was for 
about three hours converted into a kind of 
Pandemonium. And yet only thirteon.or 
fourteen hours before, the Kiangpeh mi.i- 
tis wore very brave. with their muzzle. 
oaders and raggedy bunting, deploying, 
ax only they can deploy, on the sands of 
the little stream which divides their city, 
from Chungking! Still some guns were 
fire!. We heard them ourselves ! 

21st March. 

THE QUESTION 13 

Ought the executive to be pressed to 
falfil the demands of the foreign offici ls 
instanter? These demands are (a) the 
day sontence upon the actual murderers 
of the lad Tang; (b) punishment to 
bo awarded to the gentry implicated, 
names being specified ; (c) ‘Tis, 6,000 
deinnity to be paid, one-half to tho roln- 
tives of the murdered Ind, the other half 
to the Mission concerned ; aud (d) the 
reinstatement of the Mission in Kiang- 
poh. Thore is a wise decision on the 
part of the American friends interested to 
Teceive no money until the judicial de- 
mands have been carried out. In this 
determination every one in China will 
concur. Still the question 
answered : would it be wise to press the 
officials just now? Certain members .of 
our community say “Nu,” others as em- 
phatically say “Yes.” Thero can_be no 
doubt that the Taotai is in a fix. 
sufficient force. he says, to preserve the 
peace of Chungking which he will guaran- 
tee ; but he has not force adequate to deal 
with Kiangpeh and Chungking together. ° 
What ho asks for is time—a commodity 
which means everything to a Chinese 
mandarin when he himself in -a 
tight place. What is certain ia that the 
Kiangpeh people are in a mood which, 
being interpreted, means a row un- 
less the msndaring are in a povition 
to back theic orders with force. On the 
other hand, it is: well.enough known that 
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the native officials do possess a latent 
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nuthority which is very effective when they 
care to exercise it. ‘Tiiat authority they 
scldom care to exercise where foreigners 
are concerned, although in view of. what 
linn ocotirred at the Coast it is not easy to 

whether our local officials, in 
asking for timo, are playing the old game 
of put-off or whether they are prepared: to 
do the right, thing in Kiangpeh when they 
can, There is no question. that. the d:ffi- 
culty of the wituation has been necentuated 
bythe preso--oe of many hundred of students 
up for the. Fe nations. ‘Phe tem- 
por of thrse mon is.always uncertain, aud 
doubtle-s the Taotai, in pleading for time, 
has this fact in view. On. the whole, then, 
the question is one for. the Consuls to 
answer, and there it.may be left for the 
prison’. 











THE KIANOPEH SUBURBAN 
folk, who li the immediate neighbour- 
lioot of the city walls, continue to denion- 
ntrato overy night along the river bank. 
What their vbject is it would be difficnlt 
to say, »lthough rumour explains the night- 
ly display on the ground that the country 
P-ople expect an attack from the foreigners, 
who are therefore on their guard ! 






\ THE FONERAL 
of the murdered youth Tang took place last 
Thursday, and was numerously nttended. 
Approprinto services: were held in’ the 
Methosliat. Episcopal chapel and at the 
grave side, One of the most touching ad- 
dres:es. delivered.on the sad occasion came 
from a comrade of the you'h, whp described 
‘Tang ua a Ind of excellent char-cter, very 
clovor, and popular with everybody. His 
pastor had, also something good to say of 
the ‘youth, and.sltogether.it would appear. 
that the dastardly crime of, a fortnight ago 
has robbed’ the Christian’ cominunity of 
Chungking of a very promising young life. 











MISHION PROSPECTS. 
Fortunately, the, present renewed an'a- 
gonism to Christianity on-the part of the 
Kinngpol people cqnne-t ultimately defeat 
the and object. of, 
pagandists in tho West, F 
tird fo some extent the quick ingathering 
of w harvest to the churches; but it is 
already evident. that the devotion of tho 
converts hasbeen doepened and their faith 
atringthened by wha® has occurred and 
there has been next to no.check put upon 
work. Almost every branch of 
tic, effort. continues in operation on 
of the. stream just as if nothing 
whatever had occurred in Kivngpeh. 
forgot tq mention in the budy of my letter 
that the wore disporsed just a week 
wo have seen nothing of them 




















26th March. 








Hollowgy’s Pills and Ointment.—The most 
effectual Cure for Gout and Rheumatism, — 
A frequent cause, of these complaints. is, the 
inflammatory state of the blood, attended, 
with bad digestion, lassitude, and great debi- 
lity, showing. the want of a proper circulation 
of the fluid, and that impurity, of the blood 
greatly aggravates these disorders. Hollo- 
way's Pills are of 90 purifying » nature that 
a few doses taken in time are an offectual 
preventive against gout and rheumatism, but 
anyone tit hus ay attack of either should 
use Holloway’s Ointment also, the powerful 
properties of which, combined with the effects 
of the Pills, ‘ensure a’ certain cere: The 
Ointment should be thoroughly rubbed into 
the parts atfected at least twice a day, after 
they ‘have been, sufficiently fomented with 
open the pores to, facilitate 
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ICHOUFU, SHANTUNG. 
(frost ovR owN coRRESPONDEST.) 
_— 
THE INTERNAL LOAN. 

A. weiyuan from Chinanfu is in the city 
superintending the placing of the popular 
bonds eened bese Geremmank. Secor 
columns, it is stated, that the attempt has 
proved to be abortive.as all foreign obser- 
‘vers knew it would be, but nevertheless it.is 
being carried through. here. It. seems to 
have taken the form of a forced, loan. 
Each township (Pao) is expected to give 
about one hundred taels. The weiyuan says 
suavely that it is a matter of free choice but 

if any-one should refuse to contribute 
“he will Be invited to explain!”, There is 
very little confidence in the Imperial pro- 
mise to pay interest or for that matter 
principal either. 

THE ORDER DISBANDING THE MILITIA 
has been carried out and our south suburb 
is left without.a defender except the petty 
military officer, who is left with a couple of 
secretaries and an umbrella bearer. As that 
officer says with equal pathos and force: 
“Of what use is it'to parade the streets 
even though preceded bya red umbrella if 
one has no soldiers under one’s command?” 
This is.a bard year aud.a state. bordering 
on famine obtains in the region south of us. 
Robberies ate increasing in frequency and 
boldness. The foreigners are thinking of 
Joining with the local- merchants and gentry 
‘to furnish the military officer above men- 
tioned -with thirty men. 

‘There are only two hundred regular 
troops in the entire prefecture sind they 
are much. scattered, Wild reports aro cur- 
rent about the intended movements of the 
Germans and other nationalities so that 
the situation is not without elements of 
danger. 

30th March. 














MOUKDEN. 


(rnost ovR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
Saab eA E I 
HOW TO SIEZE OPPORTUNITIES. 

Who will hereafter be bold enongh to say 
that missionaries are a failure! Germany 
has shown how to utilise the missionary as 
no other foreigner can be utilised. A grand 

miles of splendid territory, 

any number of etceteras, all 
for two missionaries! No wonder the good 
folks in Hongkong decry. the stupidity of the 
sh Government which has, had the op- 
such exchanges. for 

ered missionaries that half China 
might by this time have been British! But 
apparently, our, French friends have learned 
the profituble lesson. taught by Germany, 
and have improved upon it. . After.all, the 
Germans were, murdered on Chinese soil. 
Ohineso robbers—doubtless instigated by the 
‘Teungli Yamén—kidnapped a Frenchman in 
‘Toogking, which some of us-bad believed 
was under French rule! The French there- | 
fore in righteous indignation ‘demand com- | 
pensation in Peking, We have. not yet 
jeard how much is-the compensation de- | 
manded, but if they peremptorily demanded 
Canton city and-a circumference embracing 
Kuangtung province, the Chinese have only | 
themselves to blame for allowing Chinese | 


port, forts, an 
ther 


















‘These. travellers. became so common that 
curiosity of the most’ eager kind, vas 
aroused. ‘They were, discovered to ke the 
hard-working farmers and farm-labourers 
in @ certain. valley. where, they had. dis- 
covered the gold and had quietly. dug away 
without informing the authorities, The rush 
was last autumn so great to that particular 
place that the authorities soon, heard,and 
therefore sent men there to Keep order. 
It is said by spiteful dwellers in the East 
that far better order. would be kept there if 
no soldier appeared. That, however, did 
not Keep the soldiers back. Some of the 
more lucky made as much as 20 Chinese 
ounces per.day. It says.a.good deal for the 
wisdom, of most of these men that, when 
they had. few days of.such.work, they 
quietly went away.with their spoil to,enjoy 
it. During the three last months of the 
season preceding tha hard: frost 5,000 
Chinese ounces of gold were reported. How 
much.disappeared without such report my. 
informants were unable to.say: SomeCorean 
Inbourers who made.as much as Tis. 200:in 
a fortnight felt constrained: to have.a jolly 
time and when the money was spent went 
to work again, 
‘THIS GOLD-FIELD, 

the richest. ever, found in Manchuria, 
is on the. western slope of a low?hill 
whose acclivity is so gentle. that; it 
is wholly, cultivated. A”small ‘stream 
ran down its side and laid. bare 's 
reddish-yellow. earth beneath the usually 
clay colour, so general in. our soil: here. 
In this, reddish earth; was, the gold, found. 
‘A bow! full of that. produced several, ounces 
of gold. The, gold is of the richest.red 
variety and commands the highest price: of 
any gold in tho, market, ‘Excitement.:ii 
great and.wide-spread, Though the course 
of that stream was barely the sixth of nmila 
(half a 1) there were over 2,000 diggers at 
work. ‘There are twelve men to each claim; 
one to superintend, one to cook, and ten 
to work,, ‘They. share equally. ‘The, claim 
is large enough. to admit two. men, one 
with a mattock, the other with a spade. 
But it is, rather tight work for the. tivo. to 
stand there at one time. A great’ rush and 
much trouble are expected with the relaxing 
of the frost’s tight grip. At present Chinese 
are not allowed even to go, to look into the 
numerous pits. It appeared “to me that 
there was no particular reason why the rich 
deposit should be confined ‘to that small 
stream. The same soil and the same subsoil 
are spread over a considerablo area, In 
very many. other valleys I have seen or 
heard of gold-finding, but none to compare 
with this particdlar. place. In ‘the others 
gold lies deep. down, among gravel; but in 
this it is in the rich, yellow earth. Here is 
aproblem. Such gold. is usually described 
as having been washed away from somo, 
higher point where time, the season, and the, 
rains tore it from the grasp’ of its ‘parent 
rock. Here'there is-no higher points" for 
the low hill'rans parallel with mountaitis of 
considerable altitude, but separated from it 
by valleys, The rock must therefore have’ 
rotted away in sifu, leaving the gold imbed- 
ded in the earth into which the rock became 
transformed. Rotten quartz abounded: to 
the east of this gold field.- Externally a: 
Jump of quartz looked as quartz usually does, 
but when broken opsn. it was in almost 
every instance covered in the fracture with 
a rustlike colour. 

















robbers to enter Tongking. Not long’ ago 
secret societies of Chinese caused 'a deal of | 
trouble in Singapore, on the. other. side of 
Tongking. Surely the British Minister will | 
not. be 0 indifferent to the interests of his 
nationals as.to allow such doings in-Singe- | 
pore to pass without rounding off Burma | 
with slices of the best of Yunnan? = | 
We have 


A SMALL KLONDYKE 








in Eastern Manchuria, In the spring of 
last. year. some travellers. were seen in 
amall inns. to:the..East, conveying-several | 
large bowls fall of rich red gold.: 


ANOTHER INTERESTING FEATURE 

in arecent journey was the manner in which 
Coreans are benefiting the Chinese in bene- 
fiting themselves. There’ is rice ‘grown ‘in 
Manchuria as millet or wheat is grown, It is 
not. pretty in’ colour ‘nor, particularly’ 
pleasant in flavour. Among the endless 
valleys with their numerous streams along 
the Yalu and the Hun rivers there are 
thousands of acres of bog of which the 
Chivese could make nothing: beyond pest. 
‘The land was cousidered ‘worthless, Coreans 
came, got-liberty. to.do. their will-with these. 
bogs, and now have many hundreds of farms 
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of paddy’ rice. It grows splendidly—much 
to my surprise—in this 50 cold a country. 
There is etillfa great deal of land of that 
nature to be occupied, thousands more 
Coreans can feed their’ own families and 
sell to neighbouring Chinese at a great 
prico the beautiful rice of their native land 
grown in these unpromising “What 
‘was valueless before,” said & Chinese to me, 
‘in now better than the best land.” 


10th March. 





NANKING. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
ssekito> Sesieoe 
THE FAMINE IN NORTH KIANGSU, 
Reports have been received hero from 
missionaries in the northern part of this 
vince concerning the suffering among 
the natives there. Many are starving to 
death, while leaves and grass are eaten to 
stay hunger. ‘The foreigners at Nanking 
subscribed two hundred and sixty-five 
dollars for relief, and this with a previous 
subscription a few weeks ago makes some 
four hundred dollars given at Nanking for 
famine sufferers. 


“4 GUILTLESS FEAST.” 

Among the established features of Nan- 
King is a Medical Society, composed of the 
resident members of the profesion, which 
holds its meetings monthly and is supposed 
to consider and discuss the all too numerous 
ills that our poor fiesh is heir to, A moet- 
ing was held this week at the residence of 
‘one, of the members and was proceded by a 
hygienic banquet. The medical fraternity 
sat down to a meal entirely vegetable, 
sterilised and aseptic, ‘The vegetable roast 
with nut{gravy, brown bread and almond 
butter, spp je pie with almond cream, cereal 
coffes ‘and nut cream, made the presence of 
flesh food unnecessary, while any lurl ng 
microbe was hunted to the desth by anti- 
septic carbon caramels served at the close 
for confectionery. 

“A guiltless foast administered with esse, 

And without blood, is prodigal to please.” 

PERSONAL. 

Dr. Leonora Howard King, who is here 
from ‘Tientsin to attend the daughter of 
Li Hung-chang was present at the meeting 
and participated in the discussions. The 

.W. K. Hunt and family aro just 
Jeaving fot Bogan, and the Tey. WJ. 
Drummond will leave next week for the 
hited States. 

14th April. 








NGANLUFU, HUPEH. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
pest Senses 
TWO EXAMINATIONS 


havo recently been held in the city, one 
by the prefect, the other by the district 
tungistrate, Ono of the questions asked by 
the prefect was: “State the points in which 
Chinese and Westera Methods (of Govern- 
maent) agree and those inwhich they differ.” 

A tew days after this the district magi 
trate or hsien’ (who as I mentioned 
previous communication is yery anti- 
foreign) held an examination and chose 
a subject from Mencius, contained in the 
chapter in which the sage denounced 
the doctrines of Yang and Mth because 
their teachings did not acknowledge Father 


or Prince. The sentence given was HEE 


FRA ELA iG th, which Legse 


translates: “These father-deniers and these 
King-deniers would have been smitten by 
Chou Kung” (Duke of Chou). 

‘Among the scholars in the examination 
hall were two or three who were known to 
be friendly with the Missionaries here. As 
soon ss the subject was announced, know- 
ing glances were cast at these men and all 
agreed in saying: “It is ahit atthe Mission- 

: jb in general.” 








SUICIDE OF AN OLD OFFICIAL. 
One of the city officials has recently com- 
mitted suicide. For more than twenty years 
he has held the position of prefectural 
officer of instruction in this city, and was 
more than seventy years of age. His wife 
died s few years ago and, when on her 
deathbed, he promised her that he would 
help to support their daughter who had 
married into a family that had come to 
erty. The old man had been in the 
it of sending gifts of money from time 
to time to this daughter. This called forth 
Temonstrances from his daughters-in-law, 
and from his sons through their wives, who 
‘objected in Chinese fashion to the money 
going into another family. A few days 
since the old man sent more money and 
they again showed their displeasure and 
je him unhappy. They succeeded too 
well for he hanged himself in his garden 
and was not found till he was quite dead. 


25th March, 








NORTH KIANGSU. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 





FAMINE 

is on us now in earnest. Famine and fever 
and its other accompanying evils are claim- 
ing many haggard victims, From every 
quarter withis'a radius of one buadred 
miles the same story comes. Of course in 
some districts where the land is more sub- 
ject to overflow the distress is greater. It 
makes me shudder to see to want a pass 
many of the people are driven. Perhay 

one-half (some say one-fifth) of the people 
have means and can, with economy, meet 
ali demands. Of the balance, four-fifths 
can beg or borrow or sell houses, horses, 
cows, ploughs, utensils, etc, etc., all of 
which are for sale everywhere at ridiculous 


figures, and thus manage to get along by 
eating’ litle grain mixed ‘with grosus and 
we 


THE REMAINING ONE-FIFTH ARE DYING; 
not all from absolute want of anything to 
eat as much as from eating grass, gece 
wheat blades, dried bean and” peanut hulls, 
ete. Dogs are sold “hot and nt.” 
Children are sold or given away. One pert 
Tittle six-year-old was being given away the 
other day, here at our door; one neighbour 
thought he was not a healthy child be- 
cause he looked so pallid and weak. He 
answered quite briskly: “How could I 
look strong when I have had only sweet 
potato leaves for seven days?” 
IT MAKES MY HEART BLEED 

tosee men who are not opium-smokers or 
habitual beggars look at one from between 





receiving a couple of cash go staggering 
down the road oe another pittance some- 
where else. The officials have succeeded, 
by importing rice without likin, in keeping 
the prices of grain to only about twice the 
normal value. Many societies and pri- 
vato individuals are making spasmodic 
efforts to alleviate the suffering. t is 
still 65 or 70 days off 
TO THE CHARITABLE. 

Many of your readers may be asked to 
contribute to a fund that is being raised for 
these le. Let them feel assured that 
every dimme given will reliove pangs the like 
of which they have never felt, and will tide 
many an unfortunate fellow over the last 
few weeks of waiting. 

29th March. 

‘THE DEMAND FOR GUNS, 
long and short and of any make, is very 
active in this part of China. The natives 
are making a splendid imitation of a short 
musket, with a bore like a duck gan, They 








use foreign percussion caps, which are for 
sale by the bottle-full everywhere. They 
use native powder and native iron bullets 
and shot, I send you some specimens of 


the crude shot; sorry your readers cannot 


those puffy yellow eye-lids and then after | ' 





see this rough, but at short range effective, 
shot. Every family in the country has a 
and large families many of them. "They 
are a necessity too. Nightly attacks are 
made on some houses, and the party that can 
best hold his own gets the grain and 
clothes. 
DREADFUL GUN-SHOT WOUNDS 
are being continually treated here. The 
wounds are usually those. made at point- 
blank range the unconsumed powder being 
driven into the flesh. The quality of 
the powder must vary exceedingly in 
different charges, An old man recently 
treated had one bullet taken out of his 
eye and one out of his neck. In both cases 
they had done little more than bury them- 
selves. One young man was shot above 
the knee; the hammered slug had passed 
entirely through the leg and was removed 
with little cutting on the other side, 
THE DEMAND POR ARMS. 

Perhaps this demand for offensive and 
defensive weapons accounts for the impor- 
tation of many guns into the Yangtzo 
Valley. 

ist March, 





TIENTSIN. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
DAME RUMOUR. 

Of late there has been so much dust in 
the air that few if any have been able to 
see what was going on right about them, 
Mother Rumour bns been very active and 
kept usall on the gui vive with expectancy— 
mingled with a sort of dread at times—in 
regard to what was likely, or about to hay 
pen. With much that seemed possible if 
not probable, there was 
nebulous and wo are still in a state of 
ineertitude as to what is to be. 
sons are quite sure what ought to be; every- 
one has his “view of things,” and it fe 
Temarkable how many peoples’ “viows-of- 
things,” practically coincide just at tho 
present time, especially as relates to China, 
present and prospective. 

“What is” appears to be almost as un- 
cortain as “what-isto-bo.” After many 
reports pre and con, it seems quite sure that 
Russia did take Pott Arthur, and so far as 
wo know holds it still. It was reported that 
Great Britain had given Russia “notice to 
quit” by a certain date: then that sho 
would occupy Weibaiwei by consent of 
China when the Japanese tenure ceased, 
as an offset to the occupancy of Port 
Arthur by Russia only as a naval station, 
not an open port, in order that tho 
Gulf should be kept opon to freedom of trade, 

rumour has also reached us that the 
United States has declared war against 
Spain, based, it was said, on a private 
telegram; but it has not been confirmed, 
and we ajvait further news with not a little 
interest and some anxiety. Tho general 
feeling appears to be one of approval if Spain 
does not accede to the just demands of the 
United States regarding Cuba, and payment 
for the destruction for which she seems to 
ably responsible. It is time 
ties in Cuba were stopped. 

THE PROPOSED FRENCH POSTMASTER. 

‘This is the gist of the many rumours—or 
modifications—which we have had these 
days. Tho French, after ineffectual efforta 
to capturo the Imperial Customs, are doing 
all in, their power to get control of ths 
Imperial Postal Service—with what result, 
Lhave not learned. It is to be hoped that 
they will fail in this, for they cannot 

jibly manage it as well as it is mans 
y the Customs service: and it is impossible 
for any management to make ita paying 
servic for years to come. It is making a 
good start, largely because of its being 
connected with the Customs which the 
Chinese have learned to respect for its good 
management, and trust for its honest ad- 
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ministration. 
it to change hands. 

‘THE PEIHO. 

For some days the river has been at 
almost full bank, and with a swift current. 
Were it not for the canals made within the 
last for years, and which spread the water 
far out into the country, the steamers would 
be coming up to the bund—would have 
done so all the season. 

‘THE WEATHER. 

Within the last few days the weather has 
moderated very much, and vegetation is 
taking on the appearance of spriag. To- 
day a high wind is blowing, and the air is 
full of local dust, with some indications that 
a regular dust storm may be brewing—dust 
from a distance such as has on occasion 
compelled the lighting of lamps at mid- 
day. We will be glad if it will give us the 


by. 
ath April. 


YANGCHOU. 


(nom 4 CORRESPONDENT.) 








ALMOST A RIOT. 

For some weeks past about ten thousand 
beggars—refagees from the north—have 
been camped outside the city near the East 
gate; and during the recent cold nights 
scores of them were chilled to death. It 
seems that some of the bodies were not 
buried but left for the dogs to dispose of; 
however, there were some loose heads lying 


aroun 

On the night of the 7th some mean 
rascal brought the mutilated head of a 
child and left it at the east end of the 
M. E. Mission a, which is just 
inside the east gato of the city. Of couirse, 
it was seen there early on the morning 
of the 8th, and before we were aware 
of it scores ‘of people had gathered. The 
old story of foreigners killing children 
and digging out their eyes spread rapidly, 
and in a short time a thousand or more had 
surrounded our (compound, climbing on to 
the wall, beating at the gates, and threaten- 
ing death and destruction to the foreign 





devils and their property. ‘The situation |‘ 


was at once reported to the officials, and in 
reasonable time both of the fsien and 
other officials came with their retinues of 
soldiers, By their presence and help, and 
through the prompt and faithful efforts of 
the native Christians, we succeeded in keep- 
ing the crowd outside, and finally in dis- 
persing them, Fortunately, no one claim- 
‘ed the herd’ ns belonging to their house- 
hold, or no doubt we should not have been 
able to control them, ‘There is still a great 
deal of wild talk going on, but proclamations 
have been put up by the officials, and a few 
men left on guard for a day or two, 80 we 
do not anticipate further trouble. It is 
quite evident here that the people are very 
much agitated on account of the political 
situation, as rumours of various kinds are 


oat. 
ith April. 

Holloway's Ointment and Pills—Reliable 
Remedies. —In wounds, bruises, sprains, 
glandular swellings, enlarged veins, neuralgic 
pains aud rheumatism, the application of this 
soothing Ointment to the affected parts not 
only gives the greatest ease, but likewise 
cures the complaint. The Pills much assist 
in banishing the tendency to rheumatism and 
simliar painful disorders, whilst the Ointment 
cures the local ailment. The Pills remove 
the constitutional disturbance and regulate 
every impaired function of every organ 
throughout the human body. ‘The cure is 
neither temporary nor superficial, but per- 
‘manent and complete, and the disease rarely 
recurs, so perfect has been the purification 
performed by these searching yet harmless 
preparations. 2 





All this would be lost were j 





NOTES FROM THE SOUTH. 
(FROAt OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
+ 
‘THE WEEK. 


Daring the past week we have been 
enjoying another and, probably, the last 
cold spell of the season, This’ has been 
accompanied by some trifling showers, but 
the rain holds off though the skies are 
lowering and the fogs hang over the hills. 

There is little news to record, the 
principal being associated with the annual 
Spring flitting of residents homewards ani 

where, on leave or to retire to the old 
country. ‘The Empress of China, which left 
on Wednesday, carried away an unusual 
number of passengers from this port. 
THE HOMEWARD BOUND. 

Among these pasengers were Sir Charles 
and Lady Mitchell, who had been steying 
here for a few weeks as guests of the Acting 
Governor; the Hon. H. E. Wodehouse, 
G.M.G., Police Magistrate, who has retired 
on pension owing to a recent illness; and 
‘Mr. Oyril Platt, the genial and popular ex- 
Private Secretary to H. E. Sir William 
Robinson, the late Governor. Mr. Wode- 
house was made the recipient of two ad- 
dresses and a handsome silver bowl present- 
ed to him by the officials and othors 
connected with the Magistracy. A little 
crowd of his friends went off to the steamer 
to bid the retiring magistrate farewell. Mr. 
Wodehouse, though not versed in the law 
and not perhaps too well acquainted with 
its practice, not being a barrister, was a 
most conscientious oficial and gave tireless 
attention to his work, 

OUR ROYAL VISITOR 
continues to be the guest of the Acting 
Gevernor at Government House, and finds 
what amusement and change he can in 
this little Colony. On the Ist inst, HRH 
was on the winning side ina Polo match, 
Navy and Army v. Civilians. On the 2nd 
inst. the Princo and Major-General Black 
inspected the marines of the Deutschland, 
who were paraded at Hungham, and after 
the inspection the Acting Governor ad- 
dressed the men in German, after which 

1 were vigorously given for His Ex- 

cellency and for Prince Henry. 
‘THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

The annual meeting of the Hongkong 
General Chamber of Commerce, which took 
place on the 5th inst., was comparatively 
thinly attended. This was due to no want 
of interest in the institution, and certainly 
not to lack of energy on the part of the 
Committee, whose lengthy report embraced 
a wide field ofsubjects, while the published 
correspondence bore evidence to the ‘activity 
displayed during the past year. ‘The Chair- 
man’s speech was long but full of interest 
and information and was loudly applauded. 
Mr. Granville Sharp, after complimenting 
tho Committee and Secretary on the report, 
criticised the attitude taken up by them on 
the Light Dues question, suggesting that it 
0 at any future time the shipping 
interest should see it might be politic to 

tax to promote the 











submit to an incre: 

rosperity of the port. The Chamber, 

jowever, did not appear to endorse this 
view. ‘Mr. concluded by propos- 
ing the adoption of the r This 
was seconded by Mr. J. H. who, 
however, expressed his dissent from Mr. 
Sharp's remarks on the Light Dues. Mr. 
‘Whitehead made a rather lengthy speech, 
in which he dwelt on the necessity for 
farther improvements in the sanitation of 
Victoria, the reerudescense of the plague 
yearly giving point to his remarks. The 
Teport and accounts were adopted. The 
latter showed the Chamber's financial 
position to be greatly improved. The 
meeting then proceeded to the election of 
the Committee, when all the retiring mem- 
bers were re-elected, with the exception of 
Mr. Ede, for whom’ Mr. H. A. Ritchie was 
substituted. Mr. Ede, who has for many 


d | after first referrin; 





years been one ofthe most active and useful 

members of the Committee, is about to leave 

the Colony, and the members apparently 

hought i would be superfiuous to reelect 
im. 


THE CHIEF JUSTICE ON VOLUNTEERING. 
Before the Odd Volumes Society at the 
City Hall on the 6th inst. Sir John Carring- 
too, CLG., Chief Justice of Hongkong an 
Commandant of the Hongkong Volunteer 
Corps, gave a highly interesting lecture 3 
Volunteering.” His Excellency the acting 
Governor occupied the chair. Sir John, 
to the history of volun 
teering in Great Britain, and tracing the 
history of the movement there since the 
grant of « charter by Henry, VIIE to tho 
temnity now known as the Hon. Artillery 
Company, to the present time, when the 
‘Volunteers form a great arm of the national 
defence, proceeded to deal with the move- 
ment in Hongkong and gave a history of 
the Corps from its first formation in 1862, 
The lecture was listened to with much atten- 
tion, and a hearty vote of thanks was, at 
the conclusion, awarded to the lecturer. 
‘THE SANITARY BOARD 
at their meeting on the 6th inst, bed a 
‘variety of subjects to deal with, but few ofany 
mublic ines. letter from the Colonial 
eterinary a was read, announcin; 
that ho hid succesfully treated the last ease 
of rinderpest at Sassoon’s Villa, Pokfulam, 
by the ecrun treatment and the animal had 
quite recovered, He believed that by its ad- 
option in future outbreaks of cattle plague 
the mortality might be reduced: from 90 
percent to4or5 percent, The Chairman 
proposed that ir, Ladds should be asked to 
nish the Board with a detailed report on 
the nature of this treatment, and after somo 
discussion this was adopted. 
‘THE PLAGUE, 
like the poor, is still with us, and I greatly 
regret to say that, so far, there are no signs 
of its speedy departure. ‘The cases this 
week have indeed rather increased, and, 





sad to say, include some among the British - 


jopulation. Two soldiers in the Hongkon; 
Ruyal. Artillery, and the wife of one ol 
them, have, I hewr, been numbered among 
the victims of this disease, and at the 
resent moment one of the subalterns in the 
ing’s Own Regiment is dowa with it, T 
trust, however, a constitution will 
enable him to pull through. 
NAVAL INTELLIGENCE, 
Under this heading I have little news to 
chronicle. As I stated would be the case in 
my last, the great battleship Viedorious left 
here on Saturday afternoon for. Chefoo. 
The Italian cruiser Marco Polo left on the 
4th inet, for Shanghai, ‘The Russian fron. 
clad Viadimir Monomach arrived here on the 
5th inst. from Europe. She is commanded by 
Prince Ontehtomsty. The German cruiser 
Gefon returned from a cruise on the 5th 
instant. The Deutschland has not yet quite 
completed her repairs. The British cruiser 
Immortalité and the Russian cruiser Viadi- 
mir Monomach have both coaled and are 
Feady to leave for the North. 
TTHE POLITICAL SITUATION. 


ory aye critical as the situation 


in the Far East has been from time to timo, 
itis for the moment being equalled, if not 
surpassed by the position of the United 


States vis-a-vis Spain. Not only does it 
appear by the latest telegrams that the 
maintesance of peace between the two 
Powers is hopeless, but this truth is being 
brought home to us here in most convincing 
i American Government, 
through their agents, have bought two or 
three coasting steamers and are in treaty 
for several more. They are also bigs ted 
it 





large stocks of coal on the local m: 
Meantime the American Squadron 
lying in port awaiting orders. 
Hongkong, 9th April. 
‘THE POLITICAL SITUATION. 
I have just heard that the American 
Government has the China and 
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‘Mmnila8S:Co’ssteamer Zafiro for $118,000 
ortheresbouts, They requireseveral medium- 
sized, vessels, presuinably of good speed to 
carry oval and despatches, 

~ THE REBELLION IN THE PHILIPPINES. 

Meantime the rebels in the Philippines 
are. finding encouragement ‘in the present 
critical. situation of Spain. This morning 
a private. telegrain was roceived here from 
‘Manila aniouncing that the insurgents had, 
after hard fighting, captured Cebu. This 
must prove a severe blow to the Philippine 
Government as Cebu is the third city in 
the islands, and one of the principal ports 
for export of produce. 

Hongkong, 10th April 








LONDON. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDEST.) 





CHINA HAS LOOMED LARGER THAN EVER 
in the public view this week. On Monday 
the Times: published in its columns the 
startling telegram: from its Peking cor- 
respondent. announcing that Russia had 
presented an, ultimatum, to China demand- 
ing, the immediate cession of Port Arthur 
and Talienwan and other concessions under 
penalty of an: invasion of Russian troops 
into Manchuria. The news reached this 
country from no other source ; but every- 
ono remoyabered that it was from the same 
correspondent that we obtained our first 
information of the. terms of the recent 
British agreement with China, and it was 
universally concluded that his second 
startling communication was as well-found- 
ed as the first. And in effect this has 
proved to he the case. “Day after day 
Ministers have been cross-examined in 
Parliament on the subject; but it was 
only last night that any information could 
be extracted. 
DUNISTERIAL, SINIMTSING. 

Then Mr. Curzon made an official an- 
nouncement which, while to some extent 
reassuring, leaves very little doubt that on 
Monday things were just as the Times’ 
correspondent represented them to be. 
But the. sensation created by the news 
in England has had an excellent effect. 
Russia, being assured that this country is in 
earnest in-its resolve to stand by its rights, 
has disavowed the action, of its Ohargé 
d’ Affaires and declared that what was re- 

resented as an ultimatum was not even a 

lemand, but merely a proposal put. for- 
ward for negotiation. It.is clear, of course, 
that Russia means to have Port Arthur 
and Talienwan ; but there is no desire here 
to go to war on that question. 

EXCELLENT RESOLUTIONS. 

So long as our trade rights are respected 
we shall not make any serious complaint ; 
but there is a stern resolve, which for- 
tunately is shared in hy men of all political 
parties, that neither in China nor in West 
Africa shall we submit to any such viola- 
tions of our rights as we have suffered in 
‘Madagascar and Tunis and Siam. 

THE ALARM, AND ITS ABATEMENT. 

‘The offect of the Times’ telegram, coming 
on the top of disturbing reports from West 
‘Africa and.from, what has come to be called 
the ‘Near East,” has been felt pretty 
acutely on. the Stock Exchange ; and has 
been intensified by the arnouncement three 
days ago that the Queen, in consequence 
of indisposition aud the rough weather, 
had’ postponed her departure for the South 
of France. At first folke were alarmed for 
the Queen herself; but they were soon 
reassured on this head, and when they 
discovered that her Majesty's indisposition 
was,very slight they naturally put a politi- 
cal complexion on the postponement. 
However, if there. was political need 
for her Majesty's. remaining in Eng- 
land it has passed away, for the Queon 
has left Portsmouth this morning en route 
for Cimiez. To-day the excitement hss 
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quite cooled down, as there is evidence on 
all hands that Ru: and- France both 
recogiiise that'we rein éarnest, and that 
our readiness for war in the last resort 
has once more proved the best security for 
peace. 





THE NavY. 

In the midst of all these foreign cont 
cations an unusual amount of interest has 
attached to the Navy Estimates, which were 
introduced by Mr. Goschen in the House 
of Commons last evening. The sum to be 
spent on the Navy this year is the highest 
on.record, amounting to £25,550,000, and 
it is. significant of the state of public 
opinion that in the course of the dis- 
cussion Isst night not a single protest was 
raised in any quarter st the vastness 
of the sum, though there were plenty of 
complaints ‘that the Governinent is not 
doing enough to brifig dur navy to the 
‘ideal strength which would enable it to 
cope with the combined navies of any two 
other Powers. Onfortunately, the great 
engineering strike of the ‘end of last year 
lias delayed the working at least seven or 
eight months, and: this is: very difficult to 
pull up. On'the other hand Mr. Goschen 
wasable to make a very “cheering report 
with regard to the manning of the Navy, 
which was the great: difficulty which con- 
fronted us two or three years ago. Now 
the Navy has become highly popular. ‘The 
supply of boys is far in excess’ of the 
demand, and the First Lord of the 
‘Admiralty is able to contradict emphatically 
the report that at the time of the Diamond 
Jubilee Naval:Review the ships were under- 
manned. ‘The nation,” Mr. Goschen 
id in conclusion, “may look forward 
with increasing confidence to this—that if 
there be peace, which God grant, it may 
Ve peace with’ honour; but if there be 
war, which God forbid, it may be war 
crowned with’ vietory.” "On the very day 
however, on which Mr. Goschen asked for 
this twenty-five and a half millions came 
the news’ that Russia had resolved to 
spend an extra ten millions sterling on its 

avy. 


























THE NEW COUSTY COUNCIL. 

‘The: Progreasives on the London County 
Council, having secured a majority of 
twenty-two nt the polls, have proceeded 
to make a not too: generous ‘use of their 
victory. It was at first proposed that of 
the thtee honorary offices—those of the 
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and Deputy 
Chairman—one should be granted to the 
Moderates, and that’a proportion of the 
ten Aldermen elocted should also be Mo- 
derates ; but the Progressives have keptall 
the three chairs to themselves, and prac- 
tiewly all the Aldermen as well, for al- 
though four Conservatives or Unionists 
are to be elected they are to be chosen by 
the Progressives. ‘The triumphant major- 
ity have, of course, just a fraction of excuse 
for their conduct in the bitterness with. 
hich their policy was attacked by their 
unsuccessful opponents; but nevertheless 
this intolerantaction of the majority has al- 
ready created a very unfavourable feeling, 
and the more reasonable of their supporters 
are urging them to modify their decision 
before the-Couneil meets. 

‘THE GOVERNMENT LOSE ANOTHER SEAT. 

‘That there is no widespread desire “in 
London for the petty municipalities into 
which the Government desire to split up 
the Metropolis has however been further 
proved by the Stepney by-election, where 
a Radical has been returned for’a seat 
which sent Conservatives to Parliament in 
both 1895-and 1892. Strangely enough 
both candidates had a week estlier been 
candidates also for the Lotidon County 
Council, and the result there had been 
the same—the Radical or Progressive 
being’ one of the members retarned, and 
the Conservative or Moderate one of 
those left out in tI Mr: Steadman, 








the new: M.P., is a labour’ reprasenta- 


tive ‘who"liis dofie ‘good work on the 
County Coundil-and is ‘very popitlar with 
his class. iat 

4A DRAMATIC SUCCESS. 

‘Mr. Arthur Law has just produced a 
very successful little. play at the Comedy 
Theatre under- the ‘title of The Sea 
Flower—an old-fashioned. love ‘comedy, 
with a hero who commits'an almost impos- 
sible act of self-sacrifice on behalf of the 
woman he loves, and-is rewarded in the 
end for his magnanimity. There is a cer- 
tain violation of the probabilities - in,-the 
plot, but the play is wholesome, and. it 
appeals to tlie sentinieutal in a way ‘which 
ensures its suctess. 

‘THE MONEY LENDING COMMISSION 
has recommenced its sittings, and has re- 
ceived from Sir George Lewis, the eminent 
solicitor, some of -the~ most valaable 
suggestions which have yet been made for 
checking the terrible evils of usury. “Sir 
George suggests that fresh legislation should. 
give Judges the power to ignore absolutely 
the terms of bargains made with mone} 
lenders and to fix'a rate of interest which 
seems reasonable to them under the cireum- 
stances. Thougha Jew himself, Sir George 
admits that the Jews are the worst offenders 
in this matter of uaury, but he points out 
what is undoubtedly true, that the Jevrish 
community as a whole does its best to'check 
the evil by ostracising tle usurer, Sir 
George had the courage, too, to'attack Mr. 
Sam Lewis, who, though’ he was proved in 
the Spender-Clay case to have’ exacted'40 
percent on what he believed to be excelleht 
security, has for’ some mysterious: reistin 
always escaped the lash of Mr. Henty 
Labouchere. 
11th March. 


—_+—_ : 
(PROM OUR LADY CORRESPONDANT,| 


BS ROUTE TO crtEz, 

Her’ Majesty has again left England on 
what may be termed her annual holiday. 
The journey was to have been commenced 
on Tuesday, but owing toa slight cold it 
was deemed prudent to postpone it for a 
couple of days. ‘This said postponement 
caused great excitement in the City, all 
kinds of rumours were afloat, consols’ im- 
mediately went down—so did men’s faces, 
Luckily reassuring reports soon’ lind the 
desired effect and yesterday all was quivt 

ain. Her Majesty has her own con- 
tinental train in which she always journeys 
to jthe south, and this year a large 
sum has been expended ‘upon refitting 
and decorating it. ‘The’ ttain consists of 
ten’ carriages, the two centre ones being 
reserved for her special use. ‘Tho: sents 
and sides of the catringes have bevit lined. 
with pale grey brocade and the roof-pan- 
nelled with whito silk; electric light is used 
and the globes are shaded with yellow’ sill 
and lace, At the Hotel’ Regina, Cimiez, 
150 rooms: have been’ engaged for “Her 
Majesty, Princess Bentrice, and their-res- 
pective suites. Already the greater part of 
the furniture required has been. sent. from 
Windsor and is in its place, but a consider- 
able quantity always travels with her 
Majesty, as she likes to seo all her most 
treasured belongings about until the 
moment of departure; so these have to be 
packed and unpacked in an ineredibly short 
space of time, and as among them are num- 
bered various pricless pieces of bric-a-brac, 
china, glass, ete., the post of packer is no 
sinecure, 

RIVIERA TRAIN OUTRAGE. 

From the Riviera last week we received 
an account of an outrage so horrible as 
certainly to make one dread travelling alone 
ina first-class carriage, and unfortunately * 
from letters since published it seems to be 
only one of numerous outrages committed 











in the sunny south this winter, only the 
others have been hushed up for various 
reasons. In this case the victim is a Mrs. 
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Brucke,-a middle-aged lady who resides in 
Shaftesbury Avenue’ but ‘constantly visits 
the ‘Riviera. On Sunday week she left 
Mentone; where she had been spending the 
‘day, by the 9.11 pan. train for Monte Carlo, 
getting into an empty first.clase carriage. 

fust-as the train was leaving the station 
‘@ man jumped into -her compartment. 
About a mile and-a-half from the station 
there is a tunnel, and just as they were 
entering it he said to her: ‘t Look at that 
big fire.” She turned her head to look 
and immediately he seized her and threw 
her with great force: upon the floor. He 
then ‘slipped a cord round her throat and 
attempted to strangle her, it broke and he 
substituted another ; luckily she had the 
prosence of mind to slip her fingers between 
it and her throat to which she probably owes 
her life. She kept quite still, pretending 
to have fainted, and he rifled her pockets. 
‘Then to her horror she saw him open the 
doorand realised that he meant to throw 
her out of the carriage. ‘This he did. She 
managed to hang on to the steps for a few 
deconds and then. let herself fall. After 
she had sufficiently recovered consciousness 
she gob up and made for some lights she 
-saw in tho distance; these proved to come 
from the barracks and there she was taken 
invend her wounds were dressed. For- 
tunately the worst injury she sustained 
was a bad cut on her head, but the shock 
to the system must likewise have: been 
severe and may prove even more serious 
than the head wound. A Swede named 
Ericson shas been arrested; he stoutly 
dei the charge, but not ouly does 
‘Mrs, Brucke believe he is the man 
but the Commissary of Police also 
identifies him as 9 man who travelled by 
that train and whose strange conduct 
attracted considerable attention. A hand- 
kerchief stained with blood has been found 
in his pocket. He declines to give any 
account of himself and the matter is stand- 
further 








ing. over pending Mrs. Brucke’ 
rocovery. 
Lipron’s “ LmiTep.” 
If proof were required of the readiness 
of people who have money to invest ‘to 
sink. it in an industrial enterprise we 
have had it abundantly exemplitied this 
week. ‘For the past few weeks there 
havo’ been advertisemonts in all the 
‘papers ‘announcing that Sir Thomas 
Fipton intended forming his huge busi- 
ness into a limited company with a capital 
of £2,000,000. Wednesday and yester- 
day were the days appointed for applica. 
tion for shares, and this morning we 
Tearo that the amount subscribed is over 
£40,000,000, or about £1 per hesd for the 
entice population of the United Kingdom. 
The number of letters received has been 
almost inconceivable, the first post alone 
bringing to the National Bank of Scotland, 
which has the matter in hand, 18,000, and 
during tho two days they have received 
something like 40,000, all containing 
cheques. "From Glasgow alone sufficient 
applications came to cover the whole 
amount. Neyer since the formation of 
Guinness’ and Allsopp's into limited com- 
anies has such arush been known. Tho 
nk: has had to take on 70 extra clerks 
and Lipton’s 160 which will give some iden 
of the work entailed. 
SHOULD WOMEN SMOKE? 

‘The subject of women smokers is agitat- 
ing the female mind considerably just now. 
Miss Vance, the Secretary of the National 
Secular Society, and a great power in the 
‘Women’s Suffrage movement, has taken the 
matter up and means to agitate for what 
she considers woman’s rights in this direct- 
tion—that their right to smoke should be 
recognised equally with that of men. She 
claims that by their objection to the indulg- 
ence of her ses in this soothing pastime men 
force them to be hypocrites. When taxed 
with smoking they stoutly deny it, but. at 
the same time do it, in tho privacy of their 
‘bed rooms or the back garden. She main- 











tains that quite thirty. per cent of women 
smoke.in the present-day, (this T very 
much doubt, though:I notice that another 
correspondent raises the number to fifty), 
and claims that: they should have facility 
for openly indulging. in this harmless and 
soothing habit. Her ideais to form a league 
of women smokers, and that they should 
approach the railway companies on the 
question of providing smoking carriages 
for women, also that restaurant keepers 
should be’ asked to permit women to 
smoke after dinner, “‘arightnow arbitrarily 
and illegally denied them.” “With regard 
to after-dinner smoking I heard rather a 
ood fale short-te since, Tt was, 8 
ladies’ night dinner in connection with the 
Author's Club. After dinner boxes of 
cigarettes were handed round to the men, 
but the ladies were all passed by. At this 
some of them were very indignant saying 
they had quite as much right to smoke as 
the men; later on in the drawing-room two 
men were overheard conversing on the 
subject—one said, ‘Such affectation on 
the part of the women !—not smoking here 
when we know perfectly well they all do 
itat home.” ‘This was a little hard when 
most of them were only longing to do it 
there. 





AT THREE PICTURE GALLERIES. 
I spent one afternoon this week among 
i it I went to the Grafton to 
7 collection of old mastors, 
which have been offered by him to and 
rejected hy the Committee of the Guildhall 
on the recommendation of Sir Edward 
Poynter, P.R.A. That they are unworthy 
to find ahome among the works of art 
at the Guildhall must be evident to the 
merest outsider, that Mr. Sellar: should 
have dreamt of offering them is .more 
surprising. Threo pictures Liked ; Hamp- 
stead Heath, a reputed Constable, Portrait 
ofa Girl, by John Hoppner, R.A., and an 
interior which Sir John Poynter believes 
to be a genuine Velasquez, though Mr. 
Sellar says he bought it from a dealer for 
214. TE genuine itis supposed to be worth 
£1,400. “The whole collection. was offered 
for salo at Christie's but the highest bid for 
any individual picture was about the price 
of the frame. He is now trying to sell 
them in the gallery, but so far I hear 
very fow purchasers have been found 
and the exhibition closes this week 
to make room for an Australian col- 
ection now on its way from the antipodes. 
My second visit was to the Continental 





















Gallery where I wanted to see a pictur by 
i 


Jean Veber that is ‘much talked about. 
St is called The Butcher and is so hor- 
rible that I was almost sorry I went. ‘Tho 
“butcher” is Bismarck and all the joints 
exhibited are human ; on a table there are 
quantity of heads, all likenesses, among 
them I noticed Napoleon III; there are 
two dogs in tho foreground and even they 
represent leading {Frenchmen—the whole 
effect is too gruesome for words. Tho 
secretary told mo they daily feared that 
some indignant patriot would. put a stick 
through the picture, though it is protected 
bya glass an inch thick. What pleased 
me far more in this gallery was a collection 
of silver point drawings and water colours 
by Charles Sainton, son of the eminent 
violinist. ‘The former are perfectly charin- 
ing, so delicate and artistic. The Princess 
of Wales has purchased seven of them and 
the Duke of York four. Unfortunately the 
strain upon the eyes has been so severe, 
the work being so fine, that Mr. Sainton 
has been advised by his occulist to dis- 
continue his water colours, which are 
wise very pretty. My third visit was to 
the Fine Art Society's exhibition where I 
saw Mr. Allan Stawart’s new picture 
Dargni—the celebrated charge of the 
Gordon Highiand ‘That it is disap- 
pointing isnot entirely the fault of the 
artist. There is such sameness in the 
uniforms of the men, khaki coats with 
blue and green kilt skirts, and the rocks 























which they are clithbing and which are 
almoxt exactly the samo shade as the men's 
coats. It is a large picture but ‘uninterest- 
ing. “Great prominence is given to Pipor 
Findlater, who is evidently doing his. best 
to cheer his comrades with his music. ‘Tho 
central figure is Major Macbean, who ix 
wounded and partly recumbent; theground 
is strewn with bodies of dead and dying 
and the wholo effect is rather depressing 
and gives but a poor idea of the glorious 
charge. 
IK. 


1th March. 





PARIS. 


(#Rost oun OWN coRReseoNDENT.) 





‘THE ZOLA CASE 
has entered upon a period of calm, The 
anti-Semitic agitation has simmered down 
and there isno more talk of a St. Bartho- 
lomew massacre of the Jews. ‘The appeal 
of M. Zola and BE. Porrons.agninst their 
conviction has not yet come before tho 
Court of Cassation. In the meantime they 
are involved in another legal difficulty. 
‘The threo graphologists who whitewashed 
Major Esterhazy and were roundly taken 
to task by M. Zola have instituted 
proceedings against him and: BI. Perraux 
for criminally libelling them, They 
each claim £4,000 damages from “BM. 
Zola, as well as the infliction of a fine or 
term of imprisonment. When the caso 
came before the 9th Correctional Tribunal 
this week, counsel for the defendants 
pleaded, on technical grounds, that the 
Court was not competent to try the case, 
but the judge decided othorwiso. and 
adjourned it for a fortnight for the hearing 
of evidence. In view of tho result of tho 
trinl at the Assizes it looks as if more hot 
water is in store for M. Zola. As for Lieut.- 
Col, Picquart, who was cashiored and turned 
adrift with the munificent pension of £60 a 
year, he lost no time in challenging Lieut.- 
Col.’ Henry. The latter, though a noted 
swordsman, got the worst of the duel and 
received two cuts on thesword arm. Major 
Esterhazy expresses groat anxiety to meet 
“M. Picquart,” but that gentleman treats 
him with sublime indifference and declines 
to appoint seconds, 
THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIBS 

is oxciting the sneers of the cynics. It 
has just reduced tho tax on cycles, abolish- 
ed tho tax on cycling clubs, lightened tho 
burdens on small tradesmen and imposed 
heavy additional charges on the big retail 
stores, ‘There is a very simple explana- 
tion of this sudden regard for the interests 
of the public. The general elections are 
athand, and honourable members naturally 
wish to establish a claim on the gratitude 
of as many constituents as possible. How 
the unfortunate Minister of Finance is to 
make both ends meet does not trouble the 
deputies in the least. ‘The reorganisation of 
tho Bourse is another precious pieco of 
legislation. By law the sole right of acting 
as brokers on the Paris Bourse is vested in 
a close corporation of sixty agents de change. 
Alongside of this institution a corps of 
unrecognised brokers, or coulissiers as they 
are called, has grown up. ‘The operations 
of the coulisse were originally confined to 
mining shares and other speculative in- 
securities not admitted to the official 
list, but by degrees the coulissiers began 
to buy and sell Spanish Exterior, Rio 
Tinto, De Beers, and other. officially 
quoted stocks and shares. Naturally the 
gents de change resented the encroachment 
on their prerogative, but the hostility did 
not assume an acute form until quite re- 
cently, when it was discovered that many of 
the coudissiers were foreigners (chiefly Ger- 
man Jews) and that they might at any time 








bring about a panic and damage French 
credit through political motives. ‘The Gor- 
ernment was appealed to on: patriotic 
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junds, and the Finance Minister intro- 
iuced into the Budget Bill a claure declar- 
ing that no transfer of an officially quoted 
stock could be legal unless effected by an 
agent de change. The Charaber adopted 
this| proposal and then, without any real 
consideration of the subject, went on 
to vote all sorts of alterations in the 
contract between the State and the 
de change. On the motion of 
a Socialist, M. Viviani, the Chamber 
decided that the whole body of agents de 
change must be responsible for the “debts, 
crimes and misdemeanours ” of any of their 
number, and that they must submit their 
books every year to the Audit Department. 
‘Those and other chenges voted by the 
Chamber have produced something like a 
panic on the Bourse, the ages de change 
eing quiteas furious as the coulissiers. It 
would be hard to conceive a more wanton 
and reckloss interference with business 
interests. After this specimen of Parlia- 
mentary caprice one begins to understand 
why there is so little commercial enter- 
ise in France. There is no confidence 
in the Legislature. 
OLD PARIS. 


‘The Paris Municipsl Council is full of 
singular contradictions. _ It consists largely 
of rabid Radicals and Socialists who voto 
the public money to strikers and are per- 
petually in conflict with the Government. 
At the same time these very advanced 

liticians have a remarkable reverence 
the past. ‘They have just appointed 
a “Committee of Old Paris” to do all that 
is possible to save interesting architectural 
relics of the past from destruction and to 
collect photographs and drawings of pro- 
sent-day Paris for the benefit of future 
gonerations. ‘This is a praiseworthy ex- 
tansion of the work of the ‘Comité des 
Inscriptions,” begun nearly twenty yeara 
ago under the auspices of the Municipal 
Council. Committee was appoint- 
ed with instructions to “determine, by 
means of 8 commemorative inscription, 
the houses or sites rendored famous in 
the history of Paris by an illustrious 
personage or inemorable event.” It con- 
sists of between thirty and forty archw- 
ologists, literary men, and others inter- 
ested in the subject, all of whom give 



















































their servi The expenses, about £200 
a , are paid by the Municipal Council. 
It is to this Committee that Paris owes tl 





mural tablets, which no visitor can he 
failed to notice. They form a permanent 
memorial of a great number of famous 
men and invest the streets of Paris with 
fre interest. In spite of the modern- 
mn it has undergone Paris still con- 
tains plenty of old houses. There is s 
four-storied relic of tho fourteenth century 
in the Rue Volta, near the Place de is 
République. ‘The greater part of the 
Hotel do Sens, built about the beginning 
of the sixteenth contury and occupied for 
some timo by Marguerite do Valois, still 
exists. In the Rue des Archives is to be 
neon the gateway of the Hotel de Guise, 
originally the mansion of Olivier de Clis- 
son, tho companion in arms of Du Gues- 
clin, Tho Hotel Carnavabet, in which 
‘Madame de Sevigné lived for 22 years, is 
still in excellent proservation. The site 
of the house in which Molitre was born 
and of that in which he died were ascertain- 
ed by the Committeo after considerable 
discussions. The position of the house in 
which ‘Rabelais died has been approximately 
established. In regard to eelebrit ies of 
ter date tho Committee's Isbours 
been fruitful. Houses occupied by 
Voltaire, Diderot, Mirabeau, Camille 
Desmoulins, Lafayette, Talma, Chateaubri- 
and, Balzac, Auber, Victor Hugo, and 
scores of others have been identified and 
provided with commemorative tablets. 
A CHINESE DELICACY. 
Several of the Paris papers have informed 
their readers that one of the greatest de- 
licacies in China is the mihi (2). This dish 





















consists of young mice, served up alive. 
The guest takes a mouse, dips it in a cup 
of honey and swallows it, slowly! At the 
marriage feast of the present Emperor of 
China more than 50,000 of these mice were 
served! Under the circumstances one can 
hardly blame the Son of Heaven for occa- 
sionally smashing the Imperial furniture. 
Lith March. 





THE UNITED STATES. 


(FROM OUE OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
——— fi 
THE TROUBLE WITH SPAIN. 

A week ago, it seemed as if war between 

the United ‘States and Spain could by no 

ibility be averted. To-day a calmer 
feeling is prevalent, but it needs now 
scarcely more than a shadow of reason to 
bring about actual hostilities. 

A month ago, by order of President 
McKinley, the United States battleship 
‘Maine, one of the most powerful of: the 
country’s vessels, was sent to Havana, 
Cuba, where for three years the rebellion 
of the Laing subjects has continued 
active, it being announced that her going 
was simply a friendly call on the Spanish 
authority such as is customary at infrequent 
intervals. Official calls were exchanged 
between the Commander of the ship, Captain 
Sigsbec, and General Blanco, Governor- 
General of the island, and the utmost 
courtesy was shown. 

‘THE DESTRUCTION OF THE “MAINE.” 

On the 15th of February, about 9.40 
o'clock in the evening, there was a terrific 
explosion. The Maine was lifted almost 

lily out of the water and then sank 
back, a twisted mass of iron and wreckage. 
Sailors, many of whom were already in 
their hammocks for the night, were torn 
limb from limb, tossed mangled about, or 
thrown overboard into the water. Then 
as the great ship sank to the bottom of 
the harbour the water rushed in in huge 
volumes, drowning out the lives of many 
who had not been killed outright by the 
force of the explosion. In that short 
three minutes 258 lives were lost—two 
officers and 256 men. That so few officers 
were killed is due to the fact that the ex- 
plosion was forward beneath the men’s 
quarters and did not destroy the after part 
of the ship. Boats from the vessels in the 
E.rbour and from shore rescued many and 
the wounded were cared for in the military 
hospitals in Havana, In all some 90 were 
taken away alive. 

THE RECEIPT OF THR NEWS. 

Instantly with the receipt of the news in 
the United States the country was aroused 
as ithas not been e the civil war in 
1861-1865. That a ship flying the Stars and 
Stripes, swinging at anchor in the harbour 
of Hiavaun ‘where rule the Spaniards, with 
whom there has been friction for two years 
and more, should be destroyed by a myster- 
ious explosion, led to but one first conclu- 
sion and that was that she had been blown 
up by design. There flashed through the 
minds of all the hatred of Spain for America 
by reason of the latter's sympathy with the 
revolting Cubans ; the complaints of Spain 
that many expeditions were fitted out in this 
country which succeeded in landing-men, 
arms, and ammunition in Cuba, and the 
recent retirement in disgrace of the Spanish 
Minister to this country, Sr. de Lome, 
for aspersions upon America and the admi- 
nistration. In keeping the impulses aroused 
undercontrol the message of Captain Sigsbee 
to his Governmentcontributed very largely. 
Written immediately after the disaster, it 
told briefly as possible the particulars then 
available and added : “Suspend judgment 
until the facts can be known.” 














‘THE CAUSES OF THE EXPLOSION. 

‘Then began the investigation into the 
cause of the explosion. Four theories 
were propounded. I give them all because 





it is not even yet established by what 
means the ship was destroyed. First— 
Accident on board, presumably caused 
by carelessness, by which the maga- 
zine located forward, holding the ammuni- 
tion for the ten-inch guns, was exploded. 
Against this are the facts that Captain 
Sigsbee was a strict disciplinarian, that the 
magazine was always locked at 8 o'clock 
in the evening, that the only,keys were in ° 
the possession of the Captain, and that, 
these have been found by divers in the 
Captain’s room in their usual place. 
econd—Spontaneous combustion of 
coal in the bunkers alongside the big 
magazine, communicating sufficient heat to 
the magazine to explode it. Against this 
are the facts that the Maine had on board 
anthracite coal instead of bituminous, the 
former not being subject to spontaneous 
combustion ; and that the coal from the for 
ward bunkers had been almost entirely 
used. 





—A torpedo striking the ship, 
secondarily the explosion of the 
magazine. Of this theory there is no direct 
proof, nor is it definitely disproved. The 
work of the divers would seem to show that 
part of the small six-inch magazine forward 
was exploded, but that the ten-inch maga 
zine was not. Yet some experts say that 
a torpedo would not have made so completo 
a wreck as is the Maine. 

Fourth.—The discharge of a mine at the 
hottom of the harbour. This would account 
most satisfactorily for the extent of tho 
damage but the putting forth of this theory 
presupposes that there were mines in 
the harbour (which the Spanish officials 
strenuously deny) and that someone must 
have gained access to the government wires 
to discharge it. 

‘THAT IS THE SITUATION TO-DAY, 
no one being able to tell with any degree 
of certainty what the cause was, although 
three weekshave elapsed, although a United 
States Board of Investigation has been in 
session in Havana, has examined the officers 
andmenoftheship and anyoneelse whomight 
have, information, and although United 
States divers have been working beneath 
the water for a week and more, It is 
asserted that there is strong evidence that 
the explosion eame from beneath the ship 
since the bottom plates were thrown up 
‘nd now lie on the top of the wreckage 
above water instend of downward, as they 
would have been, had it been a magazine 
explosion. 
A PICTURESQUE INCIDENT 

of the horror is this : at tho time of the ex- 

osion Captain Sigsbee was in his cabin, 

‘eeling the tremendous blow, he rushed up 
the stairs that led to the deck. At the top 
he met a corporal of marines, Wm. An- 
thony, who, despite the death and’ ruin 
about’ him, .remembering the discipline 
saluted his superior as punctiliously as 
ever and said: “I have the honour to 
report to you, sir, that the ship is blown 
up and sinking.” For his coolness at 
such a time Anthony has since been made 
‘sergeant. , 

‘THE ATTEMPT TO REFLOAT THE ‘‘AtAINE.” 

Though every offort will be made to raiso 
the ship and to save her if possible, wreck- 
ing tugs being now at work and more on 
the way there, it is improbable that it can 
be accomplished. ‘The mud at the bottom 
of Havana harbour is said to be forty feet 
deep and the vessel is sinking a foot a day. 
This harbour has the reputation of bein, 
the dirtiest of any in the world, filled witl 
the discharges of years from the city sewers 
and with no current. 

PREPARING FOR WAR. 

‘Meanwhile the procedure of the adminis- 
tration has decidedly a warlike air. War- 
ships have been called from their stations 
all over the world to be within easy striking 
distance of Spain, of Cuba, or of the Philip- 

jine Islands. ‘The strengthening of the 
fortifications of the seacoast cities has been 
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pushed forward and orders for immense 
quantities of stores and ammunition have 
been placed with manufacturers and con- 
tractors. A measure is in Congress in- 
creasing the naval force by 1,500 mien. 
‘State authorities have been consulted as 
to the efficiency of their mili forces and 
their availability for immediate service. 
‘Phere is certainly war feeling in the air. 
OTHER FACTORS. 

‘There are two matters other than the 
destruction of the Maine that contribute 
materially to the situation. Some four 
weeks ago 4 private letter of 

SENOR DUPUY DE LOME, 

Spanish Minister to the United States, 
written to a personal friend of his, was 
secured by Cuban sympathisers in this 
country and made public. The Minister 
was so indiscreet as to refer in. very 
uncomplimentary terms to President Me- 
Kinley, calling ‘him a low politician and, 
what is of greater moment as affecting 
international ‘relations, saying that the 
negotiations between Spain and 
United States for a commercial treaty 
and the establishment of an autonomous 
form of government in Cuba were neither 
in good faith, but intended simply as a sop 
to American fecling, sufficient to prevent 
her interfering in Cuban affairs. 


‘HE RESIONED IMMEDIATELY. 
Immediately upon hearing that this letter 
had fallen into the hands of his enemies and 
would be made public Sr. de Lome cabled 
the resignation of his office to his home 
“Government and this was accepted before 
the United States had had time to take any 
action towards sending him back. Spain 
reluctantly disavowed the sentiments ex- 
pressed by Sr. de Lomo in his letter, but 
the incident loft a bad feeling. 


SPAIN WAS GIVEN TIME. 

Tho other matter beating upon the 
situation is this: After granting to Cuba 
autonomy in government Spain asked the 
United States not to interfere in the island 
until after a fair trial. President McKinley 
acceded to the request, but it was under- 
stood more or less clearly that the success 
or failure of the plan should be decided by 
the 1st of March. 

IN VAIN, 

The first of March has come and tho 
scheme has proved a failure as far as bring- 
ing an end to the rebellion or giving Cubs 
astable government is concerned. Now it 
remains with McKinley to say what he will 
do. The suffering in Cuba is terrible in 
its extent. People are dying by hundreds 
and by thousands of starvation. By order 
of the Spanish authorities the people from 
the country have been forced to come into 
the fortified towns and there is no means 
of supporting them, It is felt that such 
conditions aro intolerable to this country. 
But any action, such as the recognition of 
tho independence of tho island or direct 
intervention, it is sure will bring on war 
with Spain. 

‘THE PROBABLE ISSUE. 

‘Tho outcome of such a possible war is 
not deemed to be a matter of doubt. 
Spain claims to bo able to raise by 
the utmost exertion an army of 1,000,000 
men. The United States, on the same 
basis, can raise 10,000,000. The Spanish 
navy, while proportionately stronger than 
her army, is yet inferior in number and 
strength to that of this country. Further, 
Spain's financial condition is extremely 
Yad. Nor can she, apparently, expect 
help from any other nation. England 
decidedly favours the United States, and 
France would hardly care to mix in a 
struggle in which she has nothing to gain 
‘and much to lose. Elsewhere, too, there 
seems no sympathy with Spain. 

‘THE MEN OF THE MOMENT. . 

One way in which the occasion has been 

notable has been in the prominence with 


























which President McKinley and Secre- 
tary of the Navy John D. Long have been 
brought forward as individuals. It has 
given the latter, particularly, a chance to 
show the stuff that was in him. He has 
been consistently conservative in his 
actions in the crisis, decided as to the 
course he should follow, and firm to with- 
stand the tremendous pressure exerted 
upon him by the radical element. He 
has shown beneath the velvet glove which 
he usually wears a hand of iron. More 
than any other member of the Cabinet he 
has been the counsellor of the President. 
He has stood for the policy of making sure 
before allowing word or action hostile to 
Spain to be proclaimed even when the coun- 
try was at the height of the excitement. 
HAWAII MUST WATT. 

‘This pressing question has relegated the 
matter of the anexation of Hawaii to the 
background. Itis fair to predict, however, 
that it will be impossible to secure confir- 
mation by the Senate of the treaty of annex- 
ation by the necessary two-thirds vote. 
‘The friends of the project are now turning 
their energies towards securing joint legis- 
lation by both Houses of Congress to annex 
the island. A simple majority in each 
House would be sufficient for this, but even 
50, its success is doubtful even though the 
Administration is pledged in its favour. 

Boston, 4th March. 














Meetings. 





THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 


At a meeting of the Council held in the 
Board Room, No. 23, Kiangse Road, 








Shanghai, on’ Wednesday, the 6th April, 
1898, nt 4.30 p.m. 
Present :—Messrs. J. S. Fearon, (Chnir- 


man), F, Anderson. E. A. Hewett, R. 
Inglis, J. Prentice, M Rohde, 8. Shelim, 
A.P. Stokes, J. Welch, the Secretary, and 
the Assistant Secretary. 

‘The Summons calling the meeting is taken 
ns read 

The Minutes of last meeting aro read, 
confirmed, signed by the Chairman, and 
passed for publication. 

Cash Statement for the past week is 
submitted, and cheques for sundry ac- 
counts are signed 

Return of Prisoners apprehended and 
police daily reports for the past week aro 
submitted. 

Markets.—Report by the Inspector for 
March is submitted, stating that the 
markets and butcher shops hwve been 
ted daily. and nll meats carefully 
pected. The beef offerel for sale 
throughout the month has been of good 
juality and the supply of live stock better. 
Bfotton has been of good quality and the 
supply ample. 

Fish has been poor, both in quality, und 
quantity. Vegetables have been in good 
supply, and several varieties of fruit have 
been on sale throughout the mouth. 

‘The number of animals slaughtered at 
the Abattoir consisted of 860 oxen, 1,698 
sheep, 151 calves, and 81 pigs, »nd the 
fees collected from various sources amount- 
ed to $268.30, and the cattle shed fees t» 
$763. 

Native Livery Stables.—Report for 
March by the Inspector is submitted, 
stating that the different stables have been 
regularly inspected during the past month, 
and found in good condition, »nd the 
ponies free from disease, 

582 carriages, and 740 ponies have been 
licensed for April, as against 624 of the 
former, and 783 of the latter for Match. 


























4,600 jinrikshas, and 5,143 wheelbarrows 
have been licensed for the current month. 

Folunteers.—Commission as 2nd Lieut. 
Light Horse recommended to be issued to 
‘Sergeant Gardner is approved. 








Trameays :—Tho fullowing correspon- 

ence is ordered for publication 

Council Room, 

Shanghai, 24th March, 1898. 
_Sm,—At yesterday’s meeting of the Coun- 
cil it was decided to appoint a special Com- 
mission to consider and report. on the formula. 
tion of a scheme for the introduction of 
‘Tramways. It was proposed that this Com- 
mission should consist of two members of 
this Council and one member of the French 
Council, the Eogiaeers of both Municipalities 
sitting ‘with the Commission as advisory 
members. I am now directed to enquice 
whether this proposal meets with the ap- 








proval of rench Council, and, if 50, to 
Tequest that one of its membérs be appointed 
on the Commission, ‘The members elected to 





represent this Council are Messrs. Inglis and 
Preatice. 

‘The work of the proposed Commission 
will consist in deciding on the best route, 
system, and general procedure in calling for 
‘Tenders for the construction of a Tramway 
ingtallation, and its report would be sub- 
mitted to both Councils for approval. 

Tom, 

















Your obedient servant, 
J. 0. P, Brann, 
Secretary, 
R. pe Matuense, Esq., 
Secretary, French Municipal Council. 


Shanghai, Ie 3! Mars, 1898. 

Moysteor,—J’si Phonneur de vot 
former que votre lettre du 24 courant, 
relative & la formation d'une Commission 
chargée d'etudier In question de 
duction des ‘Tramways A Shangh 





















communiquée au Conseil d’Administration 
Municipal In séance hier et je suis 
ghargée de porter & votre connaissance que le 
Conseil a désigné Monsieur Bard pour le 


représeater dans la Commission, 
uillez agréer, Monsieur, Vexpression do 
mes eentiments lea plus distiogués. 
Le Secretaire, 
R. be Maurenpe, 
Monsiear J. 0. P, Bras, 
Seeretaire du Municipat Council, 


‘The Meeting then adjouens. 


‘The following roports are submitted and 
ordered to bo published with tho fore- 
going minutes : 
Police.—Return of apprehensions, ete., 
made by the Munivipal Polico during the 
week ending the 9th day of April, 1808 : 




































Oftencen, No.of appro- 
nous, 

Breach of Municipal Regulations ...... 237 
Burglary... . 2 
Cruelty to Animal: 2 
Furious riding or driving 4 
Gamblin; 7 
Iil-treating Women or children. 1 
Larceny from dwellings, cte., . 44 
eliaueous cases 4d 
Liconses suspended. son 

” confiscated .. 302 


Wheelbarrow’, 
Handeart ” 
Beggars, Hawkers, and Ragpi 


suspended, 





mnbee of persons coming under 


ev of Police 





1,948 
8 


Stray dogs captured, 55 


Prene B. Partissox, 
Captain-Superintendent, S.AL.P. 

Shanghai, 13th April, 1898. 

Native Dairies.—Weekly Report. 

Stz,—The native dairies have been inspects 
ed during the past week. ‘The cattle in 
Chan Loong: Shing’s dairy, off Carter Road, 
are still affected with rin ferpest, but ia the 
other dairies the cattle appeared in ahealtby 
condition. Iam sorry to report that a great 
quantity of milk from unlicensed dairies is 
still finding its way into these Settlements, 
several owners of large boarding or hotel 
establishments being the direct customers, 
Te has also come to my snowledge that 
several licensed dairymen are receiving milk 
from unlicensed dairies and passing it off a 

milk from their own dairy farm. : 


SL SC 
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The following cases have been prosecuted 

ithe Inspector at the Mixed Court ;— 

“jth April.—Chun Ming Bee, Stone Bridge, 
Leo Hongkew, for having milk for sale with- 
in the Settlement and eupplying milk to the 
Family or Temperance Hotel, le not being a 
licensed dairyman. Fined $5. . 

‘9th April. Kio Kee, unlicenset dairyman, 
North Hensu Road, for supplying milk to 
the Central Hotel. Fined $10. 

12th April.—Chan Ah Hoo un 
Aairyman, Sinza, Roady for” having 
sale within the Settlement. Fined $10 

12th April.—Chun Ming ‘Kee, unlicensed 
dairyman, Stone Bridge, Lee Hongkew, and 
who was prosecuted on the 7th inst. for the 
same offence, was fined $10. . 

‘eth April, —Ab Hoo, unlicensed dairyman, 
Lee Hongkew for supplying milk to a cart 
belong to Zee Butler, aid having milk for 
sale within the Settlement, was fiued $10, 
this beiag his second offence. 

‘As no néw licenses have been issued the 
list of licensed native dairies remains the 
same as in last report. 

Lam. Sir, 
‘Your obedient servant, 
Joux Cunrste, 
Tnupector. 

















‘To Dr. STANLEY, 
° "Medical Officer of Health, Sh ngh: 











SHANGHAI LITERARY AND 
DEBATING SOCIETY. 


‘There was a very good attendance at the 
meeting on Wednesday night when Mr. 





T. T. H. Fergusson read his paper on 
“Notes on Java.” Mr. E. T. Williams 
presided. 


‘Mr. Fergusson described in a very 

phic and most intereting manner the 
impressions madeon him during a visit to, 
and stay at Java for some months, ‘The 
lecturer commenced by deploring that the 
island should be ao little known either to 
the traveller or in literature, and gave as 
an instance of this neglect that in 1896 
when passing through Singapore only one 
work treating on the Malay Archipelago 
could be purchased. He went on to show 
that the population under Dutch rule rose 
from 5} shilfions in 1825 to 25} millions at 
the present time. Mr. Fergusson ascended 
and spent three days onthe summit of one 
of the highest mountains, which, judging 
frm his description of what he saw must 
have more than repaid him for the climb. 

‘We were told all about the grand struc- 
ture or magnificent Temple called the 
Bons-Bor.'s Which according to the es- 
sayist ig th® most wonderful and most 
imposing hun."82 achievement now exist- 
ing on the face of the earth. An account 
of how the bird's nest is procured which 
the Chinese are .%0, fond of was also 
given. ‘Tae occupacion of picking the 
nests off the rocks must _be an exciting one 
to say nothing of the dangers attend- 
ing it. Mr. Fergusson (concluded by show- 
ing what a happy hunting ground, Java 
was for the Chinese owing to their indus- 
trious and thrifty habits which were 
contrasted with those of the Javanese, 

‘The paper was listened to with the 
greatest attention. 

Dr. Edkins gave some extracts from 
Chinese works on Java and Mr. G. D. 
var Walree, the Netherlands Consul, added 
some interesting information about the 
form of government in Java. 

‘The Rev. T. Richard proposed and Dr. 
Donovan seconded a hearty vote of thanks 
to Mr. Fergusson for his paper. 

‘The meeting then concluded. 














Ccanse’s Wortp-ramep Bioop Mrxroze. 
—The most searching Blood Cleanser that 
science and medical skill have brought to 
fight” Sufferers from Scrofula, Scurvy, 
Kezema, Bad Legs, Skin and Blood Diseases, 
Pimples, and Sores of any kind are solicited 
to give it s trial to testits value, ‘Thousands 
eof wonderfal cures have been effected by it. 
Sole everywhere at 2s 9d. per bottle. Beware 
‘of worthless imitations and substitates. 








THE CHINA FLOUR MILL 
COMPANY, LIMITED. 


Sees 

An extraordinary general meeting of the 
shareholders in the China Flour Mil Co. 
Limited, was held ou Friday afternoon a 
tthe offices of the general managers, to con- 
firm the resolutions passed at a meeting 
held, on the 20th ult. 'Present:—Mesara. A. 
McLeod, W. Schiirif, H. Snethluge, H. J. 
Such (Directors), F.” W. Such, G. Galles, 
H. Vinay, J.C. Appay, E. O. Arbuthnot, 
A. Wacker, W. J. Clarke, R. Endicott, 
Drummond Hay, Da Ching, and Lee Cho- 
kee, representing in all 1,136 shares. 

‘The Chairman (Mr. A. McLeod) said that 
the only business before the meeting was 
to confirm the resolutions passed at the 
previous meeting. He would therefore 
Proposi 

1,—That the Directors’ be aid are hereby 
authorised to increase the capital of the Com- 
pany to Tls. 300,000 by the issue of 3000 new 
shares of Tis. 50—of'which new shares i 
a present only intended to issue 1000, pay- 
able in full on application. Such new shares 
to be issued at par tobholders of present sharos 
in the proportion of ono new share for every 
three shares standing in their names on the 
21st day of March 1898, No sharoholder shall 
be entitled by reason of his holding any 
number of shares less than three or some 
‘multiple of three to any fractional interest in 
the shares to be issued as’ aforesaid. Provid- 
ed howover that any registered holder of two 
shares or any number of shares being two 
above any multiple of three shall be entitled 
to apply for ono new share in respect of such 
two shares held by them. Such offer shall be 
mado by notice epecifying the number of shares 
to which the sbarebolder is entitled and 
limiting the times withia which the offer if 
not accepted will be deemed to be declined 
and alter the expiration of such time or on 
receipt of an intimation from tho shareholder 
to whom such notice is given that he declines 
to accept the shares offered the Board may 
allot of otherwise dispose of the same to 
such persons and on such terms as they think 
fit. 

‘This was seconded by Mr. H.J. Such; and 
carried unanimously. The second resolu- 
tion, which was as follows, was then put to 
the ‘meeting on the proposi Mr. 
MeLeod, seconded by Mr. H. Snethlage :— 

2.—That the Articles of Association be 
altered in manner following: In Article 155 
the word “December” ehall bo substituted 
for the word “ March.” 

Carried unanimously. 

‘The Chairman remarked that the neces- 
sary circulars would be sent to the 
shareholders without delay. He was 
pleased to be in a position to say that the 
mill was working in a very satisfactory 
manner and that the products had been 
sold up to the 15th of-next month. The 
proceedings then terminated. 




























































Holloway's Ointment and Pills. —Disease, 
of the skin,—No case of disease of the skins 
be its nature what it may, bas failed to be 
benefited when these potent remedies have 
been properly applied. In scrofulows and 
scorbutic affections they are especially eervice- 


able. Scurvy and eruptions, which had 
resisted all other modes of treatment and 
gradually become worse from year to year, 
have been completely cured by Holloway’s 
cooling Ointment and purifying Pills, which 
root out the disease from the blood itself and 
eave the constitution free from every morbid- 
taint, In the nursery Holloway’s Ointment 
should be ever at hand ; it will give ease in 
sprains, contusions, burns, scalds, and infan- 
tile eruptions, and may always safely. be 
applied by any ordinary attendant. 


Bepouls. 





CENTRAL STORES, LIMITED. 
paren vee 
REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS, 
for presentation to the sharcholders -at the 
third ordinary General: Mesting, to be held 
at the Central Hotel, on Friday, 22nd April, 
1898, at 4.30 o'clock p.m. 

‘The Directors now present to the Share- 
holders the Report and Accounts of the Com- 
pany for the year ended 28th February, 1898, 

Sales in the Stores amount to $117,942.83, 
averaging nearly $10,000 per month, notwith: 
standing the unparalleled opposition the Com 
pany has encountered in trading 

‘The Central Hotel receipts total $85,335.03, 
early half being contributed by aberebolders 

e monthly average (over $7,000) compares 
favourably with the ratio of $6,300 shown in 
the preceding period. 

‘The total turnover in the Stores and Hotel 
therefore aggregated $202,577.88. 

‘The Committee appointed at the Sharchol- 
ders’ Annual Meeting on the 2th April, 1897, 
issued its Report on tho 12th June last. . Its 
recommendations and figures were adopted at 
the adjourned Meeting held on the 28th June, 
and are embodied in the present accounts. 
‘The fees incurred, $1,648.39, have been debit- 
ed to this year’s Profit & Loss Account. 

On tho 20th June the Directors wore sorved 
with a Notice, under Articles 69 & 70, signed 
by the requisite number of Shareholders, to 
convene an Extraordinary Meeting to discuss 
the “advisability of closing the Stores,” but 
the Board’declined to comply, as the Capital 
of the Company had been subscribed mainly 
for trading purposes, and the Stores hed only 
commenced business five months before. 

‘These facts, although plainly gt forth in 
the correspondenco that passed, did ‘not 
Prevent the Requsitionists advertising gn 

xtraordinary General Meeting for the 
‘9th September. ‘Some of the large share- 
holders then sub-divided shares, to obtain 
increased voting-power. ‘The Company in 
defence applied Article 32 to futuro transfers, 
This restriction led to-a postponement pond 
ing a test appeal to H.B-AL’s Supreme Court, 
heard in Chambers on tho 8th September, 
resulting in favour of the appellants. Further 

rrespondence and advertisements directed 
ist the existence of the Stores thea 
ensued, the Directors maintaining their inten- 
tion to give the new venture a year’s fair 
trial, which the Requisitionists opposed by 
holding the Extraordinary General Mecting 
on the 18th October at the Astor Hall. At 
this Meeting the Directors wore out-voted on 
show of hands, whereupon they demanded a 
Poll, the taking of which was delayed until 
the 18th November, and the result not 
declared until the 16th December, when the 
Company's Solicitors were instructed to 
it showed :—Votes 

for resolution (to close Stores) 1,749 5 against 
closing 1,952:— Majority 203 

On the outcome heing published, the busi- 
ness improved, one-third of tho years 
turnover being mado within the last quarter. 

Persistent and prolonged obstruction not 
only hampered and disheartened the manage- 
ment in indenting and importing,—undesir- 
ably increasing Local Purchases A/c to 
abnormal figures,—but detrimentally ‘inter- 
fered with the’ business in other ways, 
incurring besides, heavy legal, advertising, 
and printing charges. “Under ‘such circum: 
stances, little or no profit could be expected. 

Working Accounts.—The Hotel shows a net 

rofit of $8,056.47 ; and the Stores a loss of 

5.991.15, both balances being transferred to 
Profit and Loss Account, 

Profit and Loss Account.—Contentious and 
preliminary expenses absorbed $3,263.66. of 
the profits ; and depreciation of Lease, Fur- 
niture, and Alterations, a sum of $4,268.20. 
‘The balance indicates a net loss on tho yea 
transactions. ‘The Directors, upon ascertai 
ing. this result, immediately enforced further 
economies, reducing the staff, etc., and pro- 
pose (subject to the opinion of the share 

jolders) to sub-lease No. 4, Nanking Road, 
and confine future business fo the more pro: 
fitable lines only. 

Ezchange.—The Rent (£300 quarterly) came 











































































to Tis. 1,997 the first quarter after purchase 
of lease; the last payment owing to fall in 
silver, equalled Tis, 2,313.25, 
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Directors —Captain Parker resigned in Au- 
gust last, abd Captain. J. D.C. Archur was 
elected in his ‘Mr. William Bell also 


retired in October, and Mr. F. Dallas accept- 
ed the vacant seat. At tho forthcoming 
Meeting Captain Arthur retires in accord- 
ance with the 106th Article of Association. 
Auditor.—Mr, Wilmer Harris resigned in 
October last, and Mr. R. F, Enstlack was 
appointed, but owing to his absence Mr. A. 
Be'Leake undertook the auditing for the car- 
rent year. Mr. Eastlack’s appointment re- 


quires confirmation. 
W. W. Currorp, 
Chairman. 
Shanghai, 12th April, 1898, 











Barance Suzer—28th February, 1898. 





$ 
‘To,Capital account— 
6,000 ordinary shares, 
193 founders’ 4, 
6,123 fully paid $20 ench ...... 122,460.00 
Bills payable. 3,164.99 










} Sundry eredi 
}» Hongkong andShai 
Deposit account 
‘Transit -account .. 








$154,804.58 | 


Assets, 
Or. $ 
By Leaschold of Central buildings, 
viz, 19, Bund, and Nos. 
Band 4, Nanking Road, ex- 
piring August, 1 
Tis, 19,564.41 at 74. 
Less written off in 1897. 








Lesa depreciation, 1898... 


vy Furniture and ‘fittin, 
‘throughout Hotel, 
as valued last year, 
by Messts.L. Moore 
and Co. at Th 
10,773.25 at 74. 

» Furniture since ad 





18,430.87 
930.87 


Loss depreciation. 





17,500.00 


yy Alterations and In- 
rovements, as ren- 
lered in 1897 
» Alterations and 
provements, since 
effected .. 








Less depreciation ... 












7,000.00 
1» Stocks on hand, Feb. 
1898... 48,591.42 
v» Goods iri transit... 3, 
3» Consigaments 
Consignments aia 
»» Balance at bank, payable ac- 
count . 784.92 
vy Cash’in hand .. 1,445.21 
3» Fire Insurances (unexpired) 15 
3» Store Fixtures . 652.79 


yy Sundry debtors, Hotel. 10,77: 
+» Less provision for de- 
posit'debts 00.00 


1» Sundry debtors,Stores.22,631.30 
3 Less, provision for de- 
500.00 





9,573.22 


posit debts . 








»» Preliminary expenses account. 
2 Profit and loss balance = 


1897 . 12,100.69 
18,152.87 





1893... 





$154,804.53 





Geseraz Prorit ax“ Loss “Accounr.—28th 






“February, 1898. 
1898. Dr. 5 
‘To Legal expenses, . 679.63 
v' Committee expenses. .....1,648.35 
» Preliminary expenses. "$85.08 5 





To Medical attendance 
vy Interest account 
»» Auditors’ fee .. 














z, Loss on trading account. 
Depreciation Accoun 
On Lease. 

On Furnitui 

On Alterations 


Defaleation Account 


96.69 








$14,369.15 


1898. Cr. 
By Net profit on hotel workin; 
»» Transfer fees, 


1» Balance; being net loss on year. 


$14,369.15 
J.D. C. Anruur. 
J, A. Stewart. } Directors. 
¥. Datuas. 


Horst Workixe Accovsr, 
for year ending 28th February, 1898. 


Dr. $ 





‘To Goods supplied 
+» Less exchange differences 





1» Stocks, bar and buffet, 1897... 





1» Balance (gross profit) .. 


By Sales .. 
n» Stocks, February, 1898 


$86,164.44 


Dr. $ 


‘To Salaries account 
»» Wages, native 
3» Rent account 
3s Trade expenses, 





3} Lighting and Heati, 4,261.49 
2 Advertising and priating 303.17 

Fire insurance: 333.08 
3: Doubtful Debts, (provision for)... 700.00 






»» Balance to profit and loss ac- 
count .. 





Cr. 
By Gross profit, brought down 


Trapixe Acoust, (Working of Stores) 
for Yoar. 





1» Local purchases 
3 Stocks on hand, 189; 


1» Balance, being gross profit 












$ 
By Sales, for year... 117,242.83 
»» Stocks on hand February, 1898.. 
2 Outétti 20,121.38 
5. 
ie $7,562.01 
$164,804.84 















































Dr. —$ 

‘To Salaries, foreign. 9,942.48 
Assistants’ board”: 3,811.20 
Rent account 4,331.77 
Wages, nati 2,461.83 

ting and he 381.04 
ertising, printing, 2,247.42 

2 Stationery’ 466.41 
3s Fire Insuran 213.43 
Customs and W 408.97 
‘Trade expenses . 1,845.56 


+ Donbtful debts, 


Cr. 
By Gross profit, brought down.. 
»» Commission account. 


20,413.06 
1» Balance to profit and loss ac- 


count ... 5,991.15 


$26,405.11 











Lhereby certify that I have examined tho 
books and accounts of the Central Stores, 
Limited, for the year ending 28th February, 
1898, and find samo in order. I have also 
compared the Cash Book with vouchers, and. 
examined the Stock Sheets and find same aro 
as stated. 
Anruvr R. Leaks, A.C.A., 
Chartered Accountant, 


Shanghai, 11th April, 1898, 





THE CHINA MUTUAL STEAM 
NAVIGATION CO., LD. 


Rerort or Tue Dimecrors, 
to be submitted at the Annual Ordinary 
General Meeting of Shareholders, to be held 
at tho Offices of the Company, No. 3, Bitliter 
Avenue, in the City of London, on Tuesday, 
the 22nd day of Murch, 1898. 

‘The Directors beg to submit the general 
balance sheet, and profit and: loss account for 
the year ending 3lst December, 1897, duly 
audited. . : 

sd. 


The net profit, including the 
Valance brought. forward 
from lust year, and aftor 
providing for the general 
expenses of the current 
year, Directors’ fees, in- 
come tax, interest, etc. 
amounts to 

An interim divi 
cent on the preference 
shares was paid on Ist 
October, 1897, amouutin, 
to . 


58,368 4 11 








5,020 16 0 


£48,347 8 11 






Leaving a sum of 





which it is proposed to apply as follows 

To ‘ Depreciation, Boiler and 
Reserve Fund . 37,000 0 0 

(thus raised to £123,769 7s.) 

In payment of a further Divid- 
end of 3 per cent on the 
Preference Shares 

In payment of a Dividend of 6 
per cent on the Ordinary 
Shares (£5 paid) 

Balance to 
Account 








5,020 16 0 








5,020 16 0 
1,805 16 11 
£48,317 8 11 


carried to New 








Although from unavoidable causes, the 
Line has been ‘worked during the past year 
with a smaller aggregate tonnage and ata 
somewhat greater cost than in 1896, the 
Directors have satisfaction in presenting a 
counts which exhibit a substantial improv 
ment in the net earning: 

‘As usual, the fleet has been maintained in 
thorough order and condition out of current 
rerenne, and the Company enjoyed somplete 
immunity from loss or very serious accident. 
The Aoyune, however, whilst on her home- 
ward voyage, struck on. an unknown reef in 
he Sulu Sea, but got off without assistancet ; 
and, after tatisfactory repairs, at Singuporey 
resumed her voyage on the 18th of February 
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last. The Court of Enquiry decided that the 
Captain was not in any way to blame. 

16 Keemun built in 1890, was sold in the 
carly part of the year, and in order to keep 
up the efficiency of the service, the Directors 
have recently entered into further contracts 
for the building of three new steamers. 

‘The following Directors, Mr. J. A. Mait- 
land, and Mr. H. D. Stewart, retire by rota- 
tion, but, being eligible, offer themselves for 
re-election. 

‘The Auditors, Messrs. John Baker & Son 
and Mr. Jamieson Elles, offer themselves for 
re-appointment, 

It is proposed that the Dividends shall be 

aid, both in London and the East, on 31st 
jarch, 1898. Tho Transfer Books will bo 
closed from the 1ith to 24rd March, inclusive. 

‘Tho Company’s fleet now consists of :— 






















‘Tons Nominal 
Gross Horse 
Register, Bower. 
BS EO. 8B 4445 850 
apt. Je . ' 
» Kindo 
tC. de la Perrelle, 4,447 850 
800 
” 

800 
is pas 
” “Capt. E. Worrall. 650 
1» Onpack— 

pt J. Barber . 650 
1» Ching Wom 
Capt. H. O. Harris 630 
1» Oolong — 
peat EW. Bran 550 
ing Suey — 
» Capt: D. Davies . 750 
» Onnfa— 
Capt, J. A. Davies. 750 
» Ningeiow— 
Capt. WW. HL Cross...... 2,708 480 
Davip Ret, 
Chairman, 


‘London, 12th March, 1898. 


Bataxce Suzer to 31st December, 1897. 
Dr. 

‘To Capital— £ a. 
16,736 Prefer- 
ence shares, 

fully paid up.167,360 0 0 

16,738 £10 Or- 
dinary shares, 
on which £5 
r share 
aye been 
paid; _ upon 
T1231 ofthese 
£5 per share 
have boen 
paid in anti- 
cipation of 


ls 
7,195 0 0 
+» Bills payable 173,365 17 11 
3» Depreciation, boiler and re- 
serve fund 
4» Insurance fund, 
3s Net receipts. on account of 
uncompleted voyages 
1» Sundry creditors 
Balance of 


ad £ 8 





89,835 0 0 


































profit and loss 
account ...... 53,368 4 11 
Less Dividend 
at 3 per cent 
on. the pre- 
ference shares 
for 6 months, 
paid Ist Oc 
tober, 1897... 5,020 16 0 
—— 48,317 811 
£652,053 44 
Or. 
By Amount of Purchase Ace £ sd. 
count of steamers et2........ 616,159 13 5 
+» Office furniture, and cargo 
stages, ete. 500 0 0 
1» Sundry debtors. 83112 3 
3» Cost of steamer and coals 
in the east 2,817 19 11 
+» Cash at bankers and on Lit 8 9 








Prortr axp Loss Account to 3st December, 
‘1897. 
Dr. £ 
To General Expenses, including 
‘Remuneration to Directors 
and Auditors, Rent, Salaries, 
Income Tax, Stationery, etc. 5,910 12 8 
+» Interest, 8,526 9 5 


ad 








£14,437 2 1 


1» Balance 





Depre- 
ciation, 
Boilor 
and Re- 
serve 
Fund ...28,000 0 0 


38,041 12.0. 
———1,40 9 4 


66,314.17 8 


+ £67,805 7 0 


By Profit re- 
alised ... 








H, D. Srewasr, 1 py, 
Wei Smcnns, } Directors 
D, L. Low, Secretary. 


We certify that wo have examined tho 
above Account and Balrnce Sheet with the 
Vouchers and Books of the Company, and 
find the same to be correct. 

Jos, Banca, ax Sox, 
liter House, E.C., & 
Tasresox Exes, ie Auditors, 
hall Buildings, E.C., 
8th March, 1898. 








THE STRAITS INSURANCE 
0, LD. 
pebcneaing 


The following is the fourteenth annual 
report for presentation to the sharcholders 
at the twenty-first ordinary general meet- 
ing, to be held in the Company's Offices, 
Singapore, on the 12th April :— 

‘To the shareholders of the Straits Insurance 
Company, Limited. 

Gentlemen,—Your Directors beg to submit 
the annexed balance sheet for the year ended 
Bist December, 189; 

‘The accounts have been adjusted at the ex- 
change of 2/0 per dollar. 

1897.—The Net Premiums for the year 
amount to $742,669.56 on which claims have 
been settled up to 31st December last amount- 
ing to $303,776.59. Commission and Ex- 
19,719.52. The balance 

forward. 

1896.—The settlements on account of 1896 
and previous years amount to $777,878.62. 
‘To meet the deficiency on this account, the 
sum of $110,000 has been transferred from 
the reserve fund and reserve for exchange and 
investment fluctuation, and of this. sum 
$30,000 is carried to underwriting reserve to 
meet further claims on account of 1896 and 
previous years, the balance of $347.66 carried 
to new profit and loss account. 

Interest on Investments amounts to 
$50,332.74. 

Directore.—On_ their departure from the 
Colony, Messrs. D. W. Lovell, P. C. Hoynck 
van Papendrecht, and Lee ‘Cheng-yan re- 
signed. Mr. W. Nacf was appointed in the 
Place of Mr. P. C. Hoynck van Papendrecht. 

In accordance with the provisions of Clause 
No. 105 of this Company’s Articles of Associa- 
tion, Mr. A. W. Stien and Mr. W. Naef 
retire irom the Board, but offer themselves 
for re-election. * 

















Auditors.—In Accordance with Clause No. 
146 of the Company's Articles of Association 
Mr. J. Lyall and Mir. R. Dunman retire, but 
offer themselves for re-election. 

T. C. Bocaanpr, 
@. 8. Txousoy, 
Singapore, 28th March, 1898. 


Baraxcs Suzer, 3lsr Decrnper, 1897. 


} Directors. 


Dr. 
To capital fully subscribed, 30,000 
ares at $100 


»» Capital paid uy 
1 Reserve for renewal of build: 





































ings. 3,220.00 
v» Underwritingsuspenseaccount 30,000.00 
}» Balance of working account, 
1897 . 219,173.45 
» Balance of ‘profit and loss ‘ac- 
count.. (347.66 
wy Unclaimed divi 1,581.50 
» Sundry creditor 37,094.06 
$391,416.67 
Cr, $ 
By cash on current account with 
Banks, China, ete. 9,449.89 
s» fixed deposits in Bs 
15,000.00 
any, Singapore .. 116,880.68 
1» mortgages of real 
pore 170,000,00 
»» muni 
re 70,000,00 
a» Chine 
loan E 34,293.97 
»» agency 
lebtors for premia 32,912.00 
vy sundry debtors. 8,868.55 
branch and 
London, ete, 83,375.61 
45,689.83 
wy fixed 
trali 20,325.00 
1» Government . 
bonds and stock, Austi 15,400.00 
1 freehold office premi 
de 279,396.58 
276.52 
-. 9,535.66 
»» cash in hands of cashier . 12.38 
$891,416.67 


" Wonxrxa Accouxr, 1896. 
Dr. $e 


To net premiums from Ist January 
to lst December, 1897, after 








deducting reinsurances and ro- 
turn premiums... 742,660.56 
$742,669.56 
Cr. So 
By head office charges . 50,861.91 






93 


»» branch and ageney charges 
+» commissions 

> losses and claims pai 
3 balance . 


135; 

16, 
303,776.59 
219,173.45 
$742,660.56 








Prorrt axp Loss Accouss. 
Dr. $ 
‘To balance at 3lst De- 
cember, 1896, profit 















and loss oo. on 881,086.55 
Less dividend 5 per 
cent 30,000.00 
— 1,046.55 
»» balance of working account at 
December, 1896 .. 584,885.61 
4 interest on investments: 50,332.74 
131.00 
36,421.63 
10,000.00 
investment fluctuations ......... 100,000.00 
1» Profit on investments realised... 30,324.94 
$813,142.47 
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Or. $ To Liability Account for Worxrse Account 1896. 

By claims, re-insurances and return 1895 and previous ‘Tis. ‘Dr. Ts. 
premiums paid on account 1896 elt seers a - 28,734.54 ‘To Interest .. 5.26 
and previous years, “777,878.62 | !¢s8—Amount transferred Bal : 

»» Property charges 23996,29 1896 account as es eased faces ptlasaes 
» Transfer to underwriting above ‘Tis...307,228.71 
‘suspense to close 1896 account. 30,000.00 penncally 
oy Bad satis written off as irre- Cr. ‘Ts. 
coverable 2,489.90 is . 
»» Balance 347.66 |  Lirbility Zecount for 1896 | By Ream Ee ie 
pRisnics, and previous years 120. Ee 
$813,142.47 |» Dividends Uncollected 91548) | Sonuty Charges asdiacoue 
Hongkong Daily Press. (Eix{2/8 per Teel) Tis, 1,606,098.10 T 





THE 

NORTH CHINA INSURANCE 
COMPANY, LIMITED. 
ek 

REPORT 
for presentation to. tho Sixth: Ordinary 
General Meeting of Shareholders to be hol 
at the Offices of the Company, Hankow 
Road, Shanghai, on Thursday, the 3th Apr 
1898, ‘at 2.30 p.m. i 

‘The Directors have pleasuro in submitting 
the annexed duly audited Statement of the 
Company's Accounts to the 3lst December, 
1897. 

1806 and Previous Years.—After payment 
of tho dividend declared at the last Ordinary 
General Meeting, and claims and charges to 
‘3ilst December fiat, there remained at credit 
of Liability Account ‘Tis. 7,120.51, and it ia 
hoped this amount, with salvages still to be 
received, may prove sufficient to meet all 
farther claims upon 1896 and previous years. 

1897.—The neb premium income is Tis. 
169,038.08 less than that of the preceding 
yeat. ‘This decrease is entirely due to t 
Yoluntary restriction of the Company's und 
writing, and the comparatively better work- 
ing results may thereforo be considered satis- 
factory. 

‘The Working Account to 31st December 
shows a balance of Tis. 411,132.13. Claims 
amounting to Tis, 96,905.52 have since been 
paid,and it is proposed toretain Tis. 162,226.61 
fo provide for outstanding losses and unex. 

jred risks, leaving an estimated profit of 

"s. 152,000, which tho Directors now re- 
commend for appropriation as follows 

’A Dividend of 10 per cent. on the Paid-up 
Capital. . 5 

‘And a Bonus of 10 per cent. upon Contri- 
Batory premiums, both payable at the 
Exchange of 2s. 6d. per Tack. 

‘Directors.—Mr. Davis resigned his seat at 
the Board during the past year owing to 
pressureof business. ‘The remaining Directors 
Row all retire in accordanco with the regula- 
tions of the Company, but, being eligible, 
they offer themselves for re-election. 

fuditors.—The Auditors, Messrs. White 
and Wrightson, also retire, but are willing to 
resumo office if re-elected. 
‘By order of the Court of Directors, 
Auexe. Ross, 
Secretary. 
Shanghai, 13th April, 1898. 


Batanor Sumer, 31st December 1397. 
‘Dr. ‘Tis. 


























‘To Capital Account : 

5,000 shares at £25: 

@ 78 

vs Reserve 

Working Accor 
Balance on 3lst ‘Tis. 

December 1896..376,518.51 


£125,000 
937,500.00 
250,000.00 




















Deduet— 
Ist Dividend, being 
10 per snnum 
on Paid-up Capi- 
tai, declared 18th 
‘April 1897... 90,909.09 * 
285,609.42, 
Amount brought 
forward from 
» below... 307,223.45 
Dr.... 21,614.03 
‘Amounttransferr 
to Liability Ac- 
count... 21,614.03 








Working Account 1897: 
‘Amoung brought forward 
from below .. 


411,132.13 











By Cash on Current and Deposit 
Accounts in Shanghai ka 


92,965.24 
+» Chinese Imperial Governrent 































































Loan of 1886 (E. Issue). 38,500.00 
» Shai Municipal Loan of 1888 11,100.00 
a . a» 1890 15,000.00 

3 3+ 1891 8,600.00 

» 31894 15,000.00 
» » 31895. 18,500.00 
» » 3 1896 19,000.00 
s_ 1897 6,600.00 
22 Shanghai Lana “Investment 

C6.’s 6% Debentures. 55,000.00 
y» Shanghai Waterworks Go.’ 

10% Debentares ice 3000.0 
v» MortgageonProperty in Shai. 13,000.00 
1 Vand” Sod Preesiacs— Head 

Office, Shanghai 50,000.00 
»» London Freehold Promises ... 287,303.84 
3, London Branch—Balance, 

Cash at Bankers£8,83 13 6 

Sho.t loans on 

CCUFILY seeeeee 8,000 

Indis Govern- 

mentSecurities.21,998 2 11 

Colonial Govern- 

mont Bonds ...20,708 7 4 

Chinese 5% 

Loan of 1896 ...11,844 147 

4 

Great“ Gentrai 

Raisy. 4 %Pref. 

Stock 1891 ...... 3,213 17 0 

North Eastern 

Raily. Consols. 1,939 10 4 

Delhi Umballa 

Kalka Railway 

Ordinary Stock 4,322 0 0 

Southern Pun- 

jaub Railway 

tock . 2,210 14 0 

South zeke r 

ily. je 

tenture Stock 3 

H. H. Niza 

Raily. 4% Mort. 

Debentures. 0 

° 

‘counts—London 

and Manchester 405 0 0 

Premia out- 

standing, Bills 

Receivable, 

Policy. Stamps 

and Drafts, ete., 

in course of col’ 

lection.. 

£114,873 8 1 
188.38 


v» Hekong Branch— 






—Balance 


»» Singapore Branc! 
Balance 
» Furniture at 
Head Office, 
‘Honekong, Yo- 
kohama&Singa- 
pore Branches... 
»» Sundry Debtors 
—Premia, ete., 
outstanding at 
‘Head Office and 
Agencies.........Tls. 60,209.41 
Less—Due to 
Sundries ......Tls. 1,399.46 


17,680.21 
16,912.02 





2,987.71 








68,809.95, 
(Ex. 28 per Teel) Ts, 1,606,098.10 





Worsixe Accouxr 1897, 

Dr. 
To Not Premia, Ist January to 
3ist December 189: - 












































Gr. Ts, 

By Agency Commissions, Ist Jan- 

prone December, 1897... 14,896.71 
»» Ageney Charges, Ist Januai 

elas Dece aber, 1807 "19,105.13 
»» Genoral Charges, ‘Ist January 

to dist December, 1897 sue 1,852.36 
ys Head Offico Charges, Ist Jan- 

uary to 31st December, 1897... 33,149.25 
»» London Charges, Ist January 

if Bist December, 1807. 65,718.02 
3» Hongkong Charges, 1st Jami 

to Stat December, 1897 -..2 11,195.88 
»» Yokohama Charges, Ist Jan- 

uuary to 3lat December, 1897... 7,005.63, 
a Singapore Char eg, Int January 

to 31st December, 1897 $169.87 
1» Directors’ and Auditors’ Fees.. 4,911.00 
) Income Tax 1,127.92 
3 Losses and Ciaims paid ......-. 934,637.25 
}) Depreciation Furniture Ac- 

count +. 831.96 
v» Repairs to Head Offico Premises 314.15, 
3 Balanco carried forward......... 411,132.13 

‘Tle, 905,915.54 

D. Brann, Axex, Ross, 
‘A. McLrop, } Directors. Secretary. 
H.R. Heany, 


We hereby certify that we have compared 


the foregoing accounts with tho General 
Ledger, and have found them in conformity 
therewith. We have also examined the 


Securities at the Head Office and the various 
Branch Accounts and we have compared the 
payments in the Cash Book with the cheques 
Ted other Vouchers, and have found all ix 
order. 

Avo. Wurre, 

©. W. Waronrsox, 


Shanghai, 6th April, 1898, 


J Auditors, 


“The Health and Vigour of an individual 
depend upon the quantity and quality of the 
blood. When the tissues have been at work, 
there are thrown into the blood waste pro 
ducts, and if these be not eliminated but 
(through any cause) detained in the blood 
they influence nutrition and function and 
Gnally produce organic disease.”—The Huma- 
nitarian, In cases of Scrofula; Scurvy, Eczema, 
Bad Legs, Skin and Blood Diseases, Pimples 
and Sores of all kinds, the effects of Clarke’s 
Blood Mixture are marvellous. ‘Thousands of 
wonderful cures have been effected by it. 
Clarke's Blood Mixture is sold everywhere, ot 
2s, 9d. per bottle. Beware of worthless mitia- 
tions and substitutes. 7 
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Amasements. 





THE BROUGH COMEDY 
COMPANY. 


An Ideat Husband was repeated at the 
Lyceum Theatre on Monday evening before 
an enthusiastic audience that throughly 
enjoyed the really rare intellectual treat 
provided ‘by this remarkably well chosen 
company. 








“(THE SOLICITOR.” 
Characters. 
Gilbert Brandon (the Soli- 


2) Mr. Brough. 
Col. Sterndale fof’ the) ,, | Roberts. 
Capt, Midhurst) OH}, af Majeroni. 
Lieut.Arington (guards) ,, G. Majeroni. 
Brivate Matners Seevea. 7 Shines’ 
Peter Flagan (Alias Perey 




















Fiteroy) » McIntyre. 
Mr. Hobson » -Hards, 
Baxter Wilson. 

iiss Watt-Tanner. 
» Thynne. 
Hardy. 
‘Temple. 
‘Mrs, Brandon its. Brough. 


"She Lyceum Theatre was well filled on 
“Tuesday night when the Brough Comedy 
played Darnley’s farcical comedy, 
icitor, an unusually well-constructed 
play, which’ went wonderfully well from 
start to finish, and caused continuous 
bursts of boisterous laughter at the comical 
situations and incidents with which the 
pieco abounds. The plot turns on the 
fact of the steady solicitor, Mr. Gilbert 
Brandon, taking the place for a short 
time of a drunken cab-driver as the re- 
sult of a bet. In the first act the extra- 
ordinary consequences which follow this 
escapade on the previous night are related 
by Mr. Brandon to his friend Captain Mid- 
hurst at the latter’s quarters in barracks, 
and the former learns that a barglary has 
been committed at the house of Colonel 
Sterndale, that the drunken cabman has 
been arrested, and that enquiries are being 
made for the man who drove his cab. 
‘These facts and the suspicious behaviour of 
Mrs. Brandon nearly drive the solicitor mad, 
and in the second act the scone is chang: 
ed to a room at 17, Vere St, Kensington, 
the home of the drunken cabman and his 
pretty daughter, Mary Kingston, Here the 
various characters appear on one pretext or 
another, and there is a pretty “how-d’ye- 
do” when the wives of Colonel Sterndale 
and Captain Midhurst discover that their re- 
spective lords and masters are infatuated by 
the charms of Miss Kingston. ‘The various 
complications that occur are intensely 
amusing and somewhat bewildering, but 
all comes right in the end in the orthodox 
manner, at the expense of much fun and 
hearty laughter. 

‘As the Solicitor, Mr. Brough had a part 
very different to that which he played in 
An Ideal Husband, and that he should 
have been uble to portray it with so much 
genuine humour without at all overdoing 
it, and with an incessant byplay that proves 
the possession of positive genius, is a 
proof that he is a very finished and versatile 
actor who makes an intelligent study of all 
he undertakes. He is without doubt the 
most perfect comedian that has ever been 
seen on our boards. As Mrs. Brandon, Mrs. 
Brough had not anything very important 
to do, but she is a true artiste and a not 
very prominent patt receives due care and 
attention, with a result that charms the 
audience. Her voice and delivery, added 
toa very attractive personality, make ita 
pleasure to study her on the stage. 
Miss Watt-Tanner was very good in- 
deed as the jealous wife of Colonel 
Sterndale and made every point, while 
Miss Thynne was very commendable as 















the wife of Captain Midhurst, and Miss 
Hardy, who is rapidly becoming a great 
favourite in Shanghai, deserves praise for 
her rendering of Mary Kingston. Miss 
Temple was ery realistic as Bells. The 
very interesting character part of Colonel 
Sterndale was eapitally. played by Mr. 
Roberts, and he was ably seconded by Mr. 
‘M. Majeroni as Captain Midhurst, and Mr. 
G. Majeroni as Lieut. Arlington. All the 
other parts were well filled, and there was 
a smoothness and finish of representation 
throughout which seems to be the special 
characteristic of this talented company. 





The Solicitor was repeated for the last time 
at the Lyceum Theatre on Wednesday 
evening, and Darnley’s farce was received 
with shrieks of laughter from the rise to the 
fall of the curtain in each act. 


“SOWING THE WIND,” 
An Original Play, in Four Acts, by Sydney 














‘Grundy. 
Characters : 

Mr. Brabazon (a Widower).Mr. Brough. 
Mr. Watkins (a Bachelor). McIntyre. 
Ned Annesley. * Plimmer. 
Lord Petworth 2M. Majeroni, 
Sir Richard Cursitor Shine. 
Mr. Deakin (Attorney-at- 

Law) Roberts. 
Glossop (a Butier). Hards. 
Webb (a Valet). Wilson, 












Hon Fretwell 
Mand Fretwell .. 
Bridget (a Housekeeper) « 
Rosamond... 


Sowing the Wind may justly be des- 
cribed as one of the hest productions 
the versatile author’s pen, and that the 
Brou:h Company is capable of interpret- 
ing its delicate variations of light and 
shade, properly accentuating the salient 
points of its simple but ingenious plot, no 
one who witnessed its spirited rendering 
Uy this celebrated company nt the Lyceum 
on Thuraday night could possibly deny, 

‘The play ovens in the garden of “Tho 
Beeches,” Barchester, the country house 
of Mr. Brabazon, a widower, who hay- 
ing uo children of his own, has adopt- 
ed Ned Annesley, the son of an old 
friend, who it appears has been somewhat 
inclined to the sowing of wild oats. It iv 
the wish of Mr. Brabazon that Ned shall 
settle down and marry a cortain Miss 
Fretwell, with which view however Ned 
declines ‘to fall in. Mr. Brabazon, con- 
cluding from Ned’s reluctance. t» cotitract 
this marriage that his affections are else- 
where engaged, stipulates that at least his 
future wife must be a lady of good family. 

At this juncture Miss Fretwell and her 
mother arrive and furnish the author 
material for the portrayal of the modern 
“Society” woman, loving scandal as the 
very breath of her nostrils, and in the 
daughter is seen a splendid type of the jin 
de sicele young lady. BIrs. Fretwell proceeds 
to inveigh against the character of a certain 
concert-singer, Miss Athelstane, on whose 
behalf Ned’ takes up the cudgels with 
some warmth. In the midst of the 
discussion Miss Athelstane is announced, 
having called for the purpose of requesting 
Mr. Brabazon to give his name as a patron 
of her concert. This he does, as does also 
his bachelor friend Mr. Watkins, who is 
present. It turns out that Miss Athelstane, 
or Rosamond as she is known in the cast, 
is the woman to whom Ned has lost his 
heart, and Mr. Brabazon, fearing for the 
result, recounts to Ned some of his youth- 
ful experiences in an entanglement such as 
he imagines this to be. 

‘The second act takes place in Ned's 
chambers in London. He is seen lying 
asleep on a sofa, in disordered evening 
dress. Rosamond. enters and on waking 
him learns that he has been gambling 
heavily and owes large sums of money 





























to Sic Richard Cursitor, a profligate 
baronet, ‘and to Lord Petworth. She 








tells Ned that since she met his father 
she has come to the determination that 
they‘ can never marry and that Ned must 
give her up. Cursitor then arrives on the 
scene and thanks Ned for the payment 
of the money owing to him, which Ned 
concludes must have been paid by Mr. 
Brabazon. The scene then leads up to the 
discovery of Rosamond in a inner room, 
to which Ned has asked her to withdraw 
while he converses with Cursitor, by Miss 
Fretwell and her mother, to whom Ned 
introduces her as his future wife. The scene 
closes strongly with the disclosure of a 
page of Rosamond’s life which she says sho 
would have hidden, and Ned's declaration 
that, in spite of all, his faith in her is 
unshaken. 

‘The third act opens in Rosamond's cot- 
tage. It is a week later, and she is expect 
ing Ned, but instead ‘of him Petworth 
intrudes himself upon her, aud tries to 
bully her into breaking off the engagement 
with Ned. He, of course, knows ivell who 
she is, but tells her that he has made it 
quite impossible for her.to marry Ned, 
by going to Brabazon to claim £3,000, 
which Ned has lost to him at play, 
and telling him the origin of the woman 
whom Ned proposes to marry. He then 
in the most brutally cynical way tolls 
Rosamond that she is the daughter of the 
notorious Baby Brabant, with whom he was 
living at the time Rosamond left his.house, 
He also tells her that her mother is dead, 
but refuses to say who her futher was. 
Rosamond dismisses him peremptorily, but 
before leaving he hands her a packet, “from 
Baby.” When he is gone Rosamond opens 
the packet, and finds in it a miniature of 





f | her mother, and a letter signed “ Your 


mother, Helen Grey,” begging Rosamond 
to believe in her innocence of wrong, and if 
she finds her father, who is now married, 
to keep her mother’s secret. Rosamond, 
much affected, takes the picture with her 
to her room. In her absence Watkins 
and Brabazon come in with Ned, with the 
object of proving to him that Rosamond 
is tho daughter of Baby Brabant. Ros- 
amond returns, and strong scene 
follows, in which she finally renounces Ned, 
and then relates the piteous story of her 
childhood, in the course of which Brabazon, 
conscience-stricken, makes the discovery 
that he has been’ the source of all her 
mother’s degradation, and of her own mis- 
ery, He is overwhelmed with horror when, 
aftée heaping up terms of obloquy upon 
thememory of Rosamond’s mother, whom, 
he still supposes to have been Baby Bra- 
bant, he learns from Rosamond’s lips that 
her mother was Helen Grey. It is a mag- 
nificently conceived scene, hardly equalled 
for power in any play of modern times, and 
must be seen to be appreciated. Tho 
last act witnesses Brabazon’s self-humilin- 
tion in his earnest attempts to repair tho 
injury his sin and solfishness have inflicted 
upon Rosamond and her dead mother, and 
the play closes with a scene of infinite 
jathos in which he declares himself to 

‘osamond as her father, and tells her how, 
in spite of his love for her mother, he was 
forced to abandon her, und begs her for- 
giveness, 

In the character of Rosamond Mrs. 
Brough achieved a decided triumph, for 
no other term will fitly describe the man- 
ner in which the varied difficulties of the 
part were met and overcome. Her beau- 
tifully sympathetic rendering of the part 
won great applause, which was. cor- 
tainly’ no more than her due. Mr. 
Brough’s Brabazon was a most care- 
ful and thoroughly artistic piece of 
work, and his. splendid acting of the 
pathetic passages in the last act gained the 
sympathy of the audience in a very marked 
degree. OF the other characters Mr. Me- 
Intyre’s Watkin, the cynical old bachelor, 
was true to.life, and deserves the highest 
commendation. "The Ned Annesley of Mr. 
Plimmer showed ‘great caré’ and eonscien- 
tiousness, though at times his acting 
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seemed a little wanting in the im- 
pulse looked for in that part. Mr. 
Majeroni, as Lord Petworth, and Mr. 
Shine asthe horsey baronet were exceed. 
ingly good, as.also were Miss Temple in 
the part.of Mrs. Fretwell and Miss Hardy 
as her empty-headed: daughter. Sowing 
the Wind 1s. undoubtedly one of the 


most successful Fieccs in.the varied réper- | B 


toire of this talented Company. 


On. Friday night Sowing the Wind 
attracted'a large audience to the Lyceum 
‘Theatre, when Grundy’s fineplay, was keenly 
wppreciated, and most heartily applauded. 
Tt is. to be hoped that Mr. Brough 
will find. another opportunity. before 
his.soason closes of repeating it. 








Tr was understood on.Friday that the 
Brough Comedy Company had decided to 
curtail their. season in Shanghai, but we 
aro very glad to be-able to. announce that 
this decision has been reconsidered. The 

‘ny will Ieave. Shanghai on the 10th 
fay by. the Coromandel. 
In criticising performances here by tho 
ordinary. travelling companies, we have 
been accustomed to judge them from the 
standpoint of Shanghai ;,and it may seem 
that we have not been abie to give this com- 
any more praise than we have given hereto- 
Fore to very inferior troupes. But the fact 
is that the Brough Company is of such a 
much higher class, that we regard them 
from the standpoint of a home capital city. 
‘When we speak of an ordinary company 
being very. good, it is ‘for Shanghai” 
understood':. when wo give the same praise 
to the Brough Company, it means ns 
judged by tho home standard. 


Com) 
of 











‘HB AMAZONS,” 
An Original Farcical Romance, by 
A. W. Pinero. 
Characters : 
Galfred, Earl of Tween- 








Mr. Brough. 


Plimmer. 


‘Youat (a servan 
Marian, Marchioness of 
Castlojord 





Hardy. 
Lady Thomasin’ Beltur- 

ot as 1» Temple. 
Sergeant Shuter. Harrington. 


ly Noeline Belturbet.Mrs. Brough. 

‘The Lycoum. was crowded on Saturday 
night with an audience which thoroughly 
enjoyed the brilliant three-act farce in 
which Mr, Pinero shows the futility of 
attempting to bring up girlsas boys. When 
the curtain rose there was a loud hum of 
admiration of the scene; » glen in Overcote 
Park with a solid. old five-barred gate 
opening on to the road at the back, the 
ground covered with dead leaves, and a 
pretty English Iandscape in the back- 
Proved. fhe Amazons is essentially a 
Jadies’ piece; but the real Amazons must 
have been made of sterner stuff than the 
three charming, daughters of Lady Castle- 
jordan, whose manliness is in reality no 
deeper than Rosalind’s in As You Like It. 
‘The Marchioness. was given by Miss 
Watt-Tanner as though she were to the 
manor born, and she was equally good 
in -her recital of her pathetic situation 
with three glrls who were meant to have 
been boys; her indignant amazement 
when she returns from London and finds 
what has been going on in the Gym- 
nasium during her- absence; and her 
gradual relenting when she recognises 
Jack's eyes ” in Viscount Litterly's face, 
‘and finally succumbs. The eldest daughter, 
Lady Nooline, otherwise known as Lord 
Noel, Belturbet was, of course, perfectly 
safe in the hands of Mrs. Brough, who gaye 








@ most (wo)manly account of her adventare |- 








in London with its perilous conclusion, most 
delicately sketched, and whose indignation 
with the wea'mess of her sistsrs contrasted 
most amusingly: with: her own- defeat by 
Viscount Litterly. In the third act she 
gave a fine display-with the Indian Clubs 
which brought down the house. Bliss 
‘Temp'e’s L dy Thomasin, or Lord ‘Tommy, 
. 





representation. If we did not see ia real 
life how often somo girls do throw them- 
selves away on some men, we could 
hardly believe it possible that such a 
jolly, manly, not mannish, youngster as 
Lord Tommy could succumb’ to the tepid 
fascirations of Lord Tweenwayes. The 
charring Miss Hardy was a delightful 
Lady Wilhelmina or Lord Willy, and sho 
equally surprised and enchanted her hearers 
with the two songs which she sang to her 
guitar, Kjérulf's Last Night in the first act, 
and the Neapolitan Boat Song, with chorus, 
in the second. Both were so much and so 
justly appreciated, that Miss Hardy had in 
ench case to repeat the second verse. Miss 
Harrington was a model of an upright drill- 
sergeant, with a very warm heart under. 
hor well'sst-up exterior, and a toleration 
of kissing that one hardly expected to find 
ina widow apparently such a martinet. 


Mr. Brough contented himself with. 


giving a perfect rendering of the pusillani- 
mous Galfred, Earl of Tweenwayes, whose 
blue blood in the course of centuries has 
become so thin that ho trembles at the fall 
ofaleaf. Cowardice on the stage, according. 
to Charles Lamb, is repulsive, not amusing. 
and Mr, Brough must be congratulated 
on keeping on the amusing side of the 
line. All Mr. Brough’s impersonations are 
finished pictures, not sketches, and is 
fully true even of secondary parts like this. 
Mr. Plimmer, in Lord Litterly, gave a 
capital representation of the. big manly 
young Englishman, strong, cool-headed, 
made irrisistible as. much by hia imper- 
turbable good humour as his reserved force. 
‘Mr. Roberts was a delicious contrast as the 
vivacious and apirit-valiant little French- 
man, André, Count de Grival. He wasa 
most lovable little Count, a Frenchman by 
birth and accent, but (to himself) a thorough 
Englishman by education, perfectly versed 
in all English idioms and proverbs, which 
ho mixes up most-ingeniously, and who 
“‘can-say ‘Damn. it all’ at the Club” with 
characteristic British emphasis. M 
Tntyre, as the Reverend Roger Mi 
was a typical family friend and adviser of 
the Marchioness ;- Mr: M.. Majeroni was 
an ideal old‘ gnmekeeper, and Mr. G. 
|Majeroni and Mr. ‘Hants eommplebed 0 cant 
that need not fear comparison with that 
of the first production in London of 
Mr. Pinero’s amusing ‘gs It is un- 
fortunate for the Brough Company that 
the great official Ball to-night may in- 
terfere with the repetition of The Ama- 
zons; but wo. have no doubt that there 
are more than enough people left to give 
them another full house. Their recognition 
by Shanghai has been somewhat gradual, 
but it is now complete, and we shall be 
greatly aurprised if they do not now attract 
‘8 succession of full houses. The next two 
pieces, each to be played for two nights, 
‘are The Second Mrs Tanqueray, and The 
Case of Rebellious Susan, to be followed on 
Saturday and Monday next by Sydney 
Grandy’s A Pair of Spectacles, all three 
being plays in which full scope is given for 
the full exhibition of the histrionic genius 
of both Mrs Brough and her husband. 


. are warranted 
GLARKE’S B 4] PILLS “to “care, in 
either sex, all ucquired or constitational 
Discharges from the Urinary Organs, Gravel. 
and Pains in the back. Free from Mercury, 
Established upwards of 30 years. In boxes 
4s. 6d. each, of all Chemists and Patent 
Medicine Vendors throughtout the World, 























Proprietors, The Lincola and Midland Coun- 
ties Drag Company, Lincoln, England. 


(2) alt t£ 555 


was almost as good as her sister’s- 





THE ENTERTAINMENT GIVEN 
BY MR. AND MRS. ALFORD. 
‘The traditional hospitality of the.“ Great 

House” took a very delightful form on 

‘Thursday evening, when some four hun- 

dred guests were entertained at the Astor 

Hall with an elaborate amateur dramatic 


performance. It was a somewhat bold 
venture with such an admirable profes- 
sional troupe'in Shanghai as the Brough 


Comedy Company; but if the constant 
and almost continuous applause is to be 

en as a criterion, it was _a remark- 
ably successful performance. In reeallin; 
the performance it must be remembere 
that all engaged were amateurs, some of 
them with little or no previous dramatic 
experience, the stage is 4 very small and 
ineonvenient one, and the acoustic pro- 
perties of the Hall are by no means alt 
that could be desired. How well tho 
management and the ‘leading artists 
triumphed over these drawbacks was 
evinced by the general satisfaction of the 
audience. 

Their guests were received as thoy 
arrived by Mr. and Mrs. Alford, and the 
full senting accommodation of the Hall was 
rapidly filled by an audience of which 
nearly half were ladies, and which included 
Sir Nicholas Hanuen, Tsai Taotai, and all 
the prominent official wnil non-official com- 
ponents of Shanghai Society, 

After an overture, the Washington Post 
waltz, by the Town Band, the curtain drow 
up on the opening piece :— 

“ Lavy Forroxz,” 
A play in one act, by Charles Thomas. 
Lord Ambleby (Eldest 
Son of the Earl of 
Pulbampton). Mr. Burdon. 
Guy Mallory (An Artist) ,, Reginald Bovant, 
Mr. Jessup (A Lowyer)..»» Darby. 
Mre. Cunliffe... ts. W. B. Inglis. 
Kate Cunliffe 
‘ iss Wilcookson. 


, SCENE: 
‘An Apartment in a Bloomsbury Lodging 
House. 

















(Her 





Of this pretty little trifle Miss Wilcockson 
was necessarily the star, and, as usual, sho 
carried the sympathies of the audionce with 
her. She was well supported by Mr. 
Burdon, who made a real hit in tho part 
of Lord Ambloby, by Mr. Reginald Bo- 
vant, who had the enviable rdle of her 
accepted lover, by Mr. Darby, as the 
sympathetic old lawyer, and by Mrs. 
Inglis, who was heartily and deservedly ap- 
plauded in the minor réle of Mrs. Cunliffe. 

Aftor an interval for refreshments, .con- 
versation, and the interchange of ideas, 
always lsudatory, of the opening piece, 
and the performance by the band of an. 
inspiriting selection from The Geisha, tho 
audience settled itself down to enjoy. the 
piece of the evening :— 

“Davip Gasrick,” 
A comedy in three acts, by T.. W. 
Robertson. 
David Garrick (of Drury 
Lano Theatre) .........Mr. Wedemeyer. 
i + 5» Regivald Bevant, 
9» Burdon, 
soy Watts. 
<i W. F. Inglis, 
Ryde. 











E, Quelch. 

V. Lanning, 
Alford. 

W. F. Inglis, 
Wickham. 
Room in Ingot’s 





Act IIl.—Garrick’s Library. 

very difficult piece, and a very 
ambitious attempt,” was the general re- 
mark when it was noised abroad that 
David Garrick had been solected by the 
company brought together by Sirs. Alford; 
but in her capable hands and those of 
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the ambition was justified. 
gave a really excellent rendering of the 
exacting réle of the ck apa Jove-lorn 
” Ada, She shone particularly in the first and 
third acts ; and we liked her much better in 
the simplecostume of the openingthan when 
dressed up for her father’s dinner-party. 
Her acting while forcible enough was ex- 
tremely natural. In the very good but by 
no means easy title réle, Mr. Wedemeyer 
displayed powers which’ he has never yet 
had an opportunity of exhibiting in Shang- 
hai, His tone was perhaps a trifle too 
serious ; for Dr. Johnson described Garrick 
as “the most cheerful man of his age,” 
“his death eclipsed the gaiety. 
but he showed a thorough 
comprehension of the part, and was parti- 
cally careful not to overstep the bounds 
in the drunken scene in the second act. 
‘Mr. Bovant was disappointing in the part 
of Ada’s father. Mr. Burdon had anything 
but an easy part as Squire Chivy, the con- 
ventional dissipated fox-hunting squire; 
and something was lost in his not enabling 
the contrast to be drawn between his real 
and Garrick’s assumed intoxication in the 
second act, All the other characters are 
mere padding in Robertson's very unequal 
adaptation of the German original, and 
they were all satisfactorily filled. Both 
pices were nicely put on the stage and 
went with greath smoothness. 
Beforo the third act, while the audience 
wero again enjoying the refreshments bount- 
. eously provided in the Astor Houso dining- 
room, the band played a waltz, The 
Choristers ; and at the end of the piece, they 
played out the audience with Mendelssohn's 
ing Murch. Throughout the evening, 
ford as far as her duties on the 
permitted, Mr. Alford, and the six 
stewards wore most assiduous in looking 
after the comfort of the audience, who 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 











Mrs, 








SHANGHAI GOLF CLUB. 
piaannbhdan§ 

Tho second competition of the Season 
for the Hankow Cup took place on the 
lth instant. The greens were in perfect 
condition, but the clover which is rapidly 
growing up on the links, was decidedly 
against low scoring. ‘The result was a tie 
between Dr. Ward Hall and Mr. R. R. 
Hynd, the Cup going to the former on the 
tie being played off. ‘The score is sub- 





joined :— 


Net 






E,W. Turner 105 
AL. Hall... 16 106 
5 Scores not returned. 
Result of Tie played off 12th inst. 
Dr. J. Ward Hall...103 9 ot 
R. Be Hynd ..s...108 12 96 











“Fon tue Broop 1s rae Lire.”—If the 
blood is laden with impurities it spreads 
Gisease as it circulates through the organs of 
the human body—Lungs, Heart, Stomach, 
Kidneys, Brain, Clarke's World-famed 
Blood Mixture is warranted to cleanse the 
blood from all impurities from whatever cause 
arising. or Serofula, Scurvy, Eczema, Bad 
Legs, Skin and Blood Diseases, Pimples, and 
Sores of all kinds its effects are marvellous. | 
Thousands of wonderful cures have beeu 
effected by it, Sold everywhere at 2s. 9d. 
Beware of worthless imitations and gub- 








HOTEL ACCOMMODATION IN 
PEKING. 


To the Editor of the 
Norra-Canva Dany News. 

Sm,—With reference to the letter signed 
“ Traveller” in your issue of the 1st April, 
Isball be glad if you will kindly insort this 
communication as a defence against the 
malicious and misleading statements of the 
wolf in sheep's clothing who sent you tho 
letter in question. 

I am «4 constant visitor at the Hotel de 
Peking and have always found within’ its 
walls, comfort, cleanliness, excellent cuisine, 
and if the native service is found wanting 
the urbanity of the foreign personnel more 
than compensates for it. 

In order that visiters to Peking shall not 
bo led astray by “Traveller,” I have to 
mention that instead of the gate of the 
city where the tramway will come to being 
“a few minutes” from Legation Street, it 
is “over half an hour's” journey by cart, 
being situated at the extreme limits of the 
Chinese city and not at the gate of the 
Tartar City. 

‘The assertion that tourists will increase 
tenfold is purely supposition, and no al- 
lowance is made for the closing of the port 
by ice for three months and the dearth of 
visitors during the very hot weather. 

‘The enclosing of ‘eight cards of special 
correspondents and others” is absurd, as 
there would not be the slightest difficulty 
in obtaining ‘‘ 80" cards of tourists (other 
than disappointed contract hunters and 
hoaxed correspondents) who have been 
perfectly satisfied with the Hotel dePeking. 

Thore are 14 good rooms in the 
hotel snd 10 rooms more under con- 
struction, and when the last mentioned 
are finished and furnished, I venture 
to state, considering the locality, en- 
vironments, etc., etc., of the Hotel de 
Peking, it will answer all requirements of 
visitors to the Capital, without any further 
expenditure of capital in some unnecessary 
venture which would not pay a dividend, 
and consequently victimise the public. 

Tam, ote., 
Avorngr TRaverizr, 

Tientsin, 7th April. 


























MISSIONARY WORK IN 
HUNAN. 


To the Editor of the 
Nonra-Carta Dax News. 

Sm,—Yosterday I received letter from 
Mr. P'éng Lan-song, informing me that our 
difficulties at Héngchou have been sottled 
to his perfect satisfaction. ~ 

Immediately after tho attack on our new 
chapel, Mr. Png lft the placo for Hankow 
with his family. On his arrival at Héng- 
shan, he found a deputation, consisting of 
several persons, waiting for him from the 
Héngchou magistrate ; they were there to 
try and persuade him to return to Héng- 
chou, and talk matters over with the offi- 
cisls. Ho went back, and was recoived 
very courteously by the magistrate. He 
found the officials very anxious to put 
matters right in a quiet, friendly way, and 
prepared to make full amends. ‘They 
agreed at onco to Mr. P‘éng’s terms with 
regard to all damages and losses. ‘Tho 














losses are to be made good, and special 
protection is to be extended hereafter to 
the Chapel and the Christians. This is 

ry satisfactory, especially as the officials 
themselves have, of their own accord, taken 
the initiative in the matter. 

The house in which Mr. P*éng has been 
living and carrying on his work, was bought 
by us several months ago. Unfortunately 











stitutes, 


‘the magistrate could not see his way to 


house is to be rebuilt and refurnished, all | Secret 


nor. The necessary orders, I am glad to 
say, were sent, and the deed was stamped 
the day preceding the raid on our premisos. 
Mr. P'éng is now on his way to Hankow, 
and we are orery dey expecting to receive 
the dood duly ‘signed and sealed, The 
Mission has valuable property now in three 
cities in Hunan, and is carrying on an im- 
portant work in four. 

In my letter of the 19th, which appeared 
in your issue of the 25th, an orror haa 
crept in which I wish to correct. ‘The at- 
tack of which Ispeak in that lotter was 
not an attack on the chapel at Héngshan 
but Héngchou. In the same letter I refor 
to an attack made on our depot at Héng- 
shan, but that is a different affair, and was 
satisfactorily settled some months since, 
I enclose a copy of a placard, just recoived 
from Hunan. It is, I understand, placarded 

rotty widely in the Changsha prefecture, 
‘The author ig Chou Han, and it professes to 
be his dying commands to the people of 
Hunan, Your readers will be glad to get 
translation of it. Let them, however, not 
think of the old enemy as dead and buried. 
‘This is:only a Chinose way of putting 
thing 





Tam, ete. 
Grurrita Jonny. 
Hankow, 31st March. 


In the next column will be found the 
placard referred to in Dr. John’s letter. 





THE BRITISH GIRLS IN 
PERIL. 
To the Editor of the 
Noaru-Cuma Dany News, 


‘Sm,—In your issues of the 15th and 18th 
of January last, referring to the lamentablo 
case of four young English women alluged 
to have been married to Chinese, and by 
them abandoned under circumstances of 
extraordinary hardship, you make use of my 
name ina manner which I cannot but think 
you were unjustified in doing. I give you 
credit for the just indignation you have 
evinced in drawing attention to what every 
man of proper feeling must stigmatise as a 
vile action on the part of usbands of 
those poor women, but I think this might 
have been done without throwing aspersions 
on the character of a man whose ideal of 
duty is not less high than the one you havo 
set for yourself, 

‘$Some” of the four unfeeling husbands, 
Ido not know how many, you assert to 
have been members of the Chinese Lega- 
tion in London, and you ask the questions 
whether I, as Secretary to the Legation, 
was cognisant of those marriagds ; and 
what I had done in order to warn the 
friends of the unfortunate girls, and savo 
them from making sacrifices of themselves? 
Then, you ask ‘whether their friends 
make enquiries for themselves from people 
who know something of China,” and go on 
to say that “ somebody must be responsible 
for the crime,” and you do this in such a 
manner as to imply that I am the person 
who is responsible. 

I cannot answer your question as to 
whether the friends of those unhappy 
women who contract marriages with Chinese 
ever consult people acquainted with China 
with respect to these matches; for, that 
T have no means of knowing ; but, 1 may 
tell you that during the time I have been 
tary to the Chinese Legation, in 
London, extending over a period of some 
twenty-two years, in these matters I have 
been consulted only once, and that with 
reference to a contemplated marriage, not 
between an Englishwoman and a member 
of the Legation, but with a Chinese al- ~ 
together unknown to me. The advice I 
gave on that occasion was such ds would, 








Tfeel assured, have met with your approval, 
Provided always, that you do not enter- 
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n any personal animosity against me, 
which, from your readiness to connect my 
name with the present scandal, I am some- 
what inclined to doubt. Whether my 
advice was followed or not I never had an 
opportunity of ascertaining, as the enquiry 
not come from any one settled in 
London, but from a person residing in a 
distant county—Dorsetshire, I think. 

‘To your question as to whether I am 
aware of the marriages which you allege 
the younger members of the Legation con- 
tract in London, my answer is that my 
Knowledge of such alliances is restricted to 
two, and in both instances it was post 
factum, In ono of thom, the only one in 
which the wife accompanied her husband 
to China, I did not know of the marriage 
until many months afterwards, 

I have no doubt but this is one of the 
cases roferred to by you in which the 
Chinese husband, in the ‘face of much 
opposition from his family, and much to 
his disadvantage in his official career, nobly 
did his duty by his English wife. ‘In the 
other case the conduct of the husband was 
no less honourable to him. Though, be- 
lieving that he would soon be reappointed 
to another post in London, he did not take 
his wife to China, he was regular in his 
correspondence with her and regular in his 
remittances for her support. At last these 
romittances failing, which was some years 
after the marriage, tho fact of their union 
came to my knowledgo through some en- 

uiries which the wife caused to be made at 
the Logation, when it was found that her 
husband was dead. 

Now, these were the only cases which 
ever came to my notice of Chinese officials, 
members of this Legation, marrying Eng- 
lish women. ‘There was nothing to regret 
in these matches, but if there had been, 
sooing the secrecy with which-they had 
been contracted and the extraordinary 
facility with which marriages in Eng- 
Iand can be effected by going before a 
Registrar, how could i have prevented 
them? And if that could occur, unknown 
to me, when the husbands were honourable 
men, and when there was no motive for 
concealment, how much moro difficult 
would it have been for me to know of, 
and prevent, the marriage of the four 
scoundrels in the present instance, sup- 
posing them to have boen macried at all ? 

Tcannot but think, Mr. Editor, that in 
the remarks you have made on this di 
plorable case, you have allowed your in- 
dignation to get the better of your judy- 
ment, and that had you been a little more 
discriminating you’ would havo botter 
served the cause of the unfortunate women 

* whom you have undertaken to champion. 
‘Why should any name have been dragged 
into this unsavoury matter, when, for some 
unaccountable reason, you conceal tho 
names of the dastardly husbands, the cause 
of all their misfortunes? Surely you could 
have had no difficulty in obtaining the re- 
quisite information. For the names of tho 
doceivers, and how many of them were 
members of this Legation, the proofs of the 
marriages and the circumstances under 
which they took place, could all have been 
obtained from the poor women who have 
been deceived. You say you cannot believe 
that when the soni of a Chinese Minister 
matries a gitl in London, the British 
Secretary could have been ignorant of it—I 
do not know whether by this, it is 
meant to imply that the soa of a former 
Chinese Minister is amongst. the cul- 

i But I say that no son of a Chineso 
Minister of such an age to got married bas 
ever been a member of this Legation, and 
member of the Legation or not, has ever 
to my knowledge got married in England. 

In conclusion, Mr. Editor, if the zeal you 
have displayed in this caso is the zeal that 
cometh of much knowledge, and if truth 
and not gall inspires your pen, I would 
ask you to supply the lack of specific 
information on the subject of the unheppy 




















women, which is such an extraordinary 
feature in the two articles referred to in 
the commencement of this letter. 
Tam, ete., 
Hasupay Macanrser. 
London, 10th March. 
——= 


AN APPEAL FOR UNION AND 
‘VIGILANT ACTIVITY. 
(Translated for the North-China Daily 
News.) 

‘The tendency of the times is for the 
mongrel Hogs and Gosts to browbeat and 
shamefully treat our Emperor of China of 
the Ta Tsing dynasty to the utmost 
limits, while the inhabitants of our China 
have also been outraged to the last 
degree of Torbeatance. “hove who are not 
the sons and grandsons of these mongrel 
‘Hogs and Goats [ineaning thereby Christian 
converts and all friendly Chinese—Trans- 
lator] such as human-born civil and 
military officials, ‘scholars, agriculturists, 
artisans and tradesmen, soldiers or militia, 
yamén scribes or runners, rich or poor, 
high born or low born, old or young, men 
or women—all of them [when they think 
of these things] are filled with indigna- 
tion to the very marrow bones, and 
swear to devour the flesh [of the 
enemy]. But owing to the mongrel Hogs 
and Goats having combined together to 
invade and attack us, and rumours of their 
mighty preparations preceding thom, those 
amongst us who are ignorant simpletons, 
uneducated in the military tactics of ancient 
and modern times, and ignorant of the true 
conditions of China and foreign States, 
where China is the defender, in her own 
country While the foreigners ara the azgres- 

‘coming from afar, naturally cannot 
fail in boing startled aud struck with terror 
arhen they come to hear of the advent of tho 
foreign invaders. 

Now I have been educated since my very 
childhood in military tactics: and boast 
myself well-versed in thom. At nineteen 
years of ago I joined: the army servico 
and took a par in tho suppression of 
the Taiping rebels, the Nienfei robels ‘and 
the rebellious Miaotzo aborigines. I had 
beon in active service over twenty years 
and I have had considerable experience in 
all things. At tho age of a little over 
forty I was compelled to resign owing to 
sickness and have since lived in retirement 
among my fields, always regretting that I 
have not had my heart’s wish in serving my 
country to the last gasp of loyalty. Like an 
empty mine or a worn-out aged tree Iam 
only awaiting the hour when I also shall 
have to pass over to the great majority. 

‘Unfortunately our country is now assailed 
on all sides by serious dangers, insomuch 
that I burn with impatience to wield 
once more the spear so that I may 
exterminate theso mongrel Hogs and 
Goats, and thereby show not only my 
gratitude for the Imperial bounties I havo 
received, but also in so doing rescuo tho 
people from their dire distress. My heart 
traly bleeds at these thoughts! I thero- 
fore [rise from an invalid’s bed and] 
call upon my attendants to help me to a 
seat in order that I may tho better trans- 
‘mit by word of mouth my plans of 
military strategy ; commanding my young 
followers to put into circulation what I 
have to say. It is my desire that 
copies be made for distribution through- 
out every city, town, and hamlet, for I 
have faith in the efficacy of my plans—such 
faith asthe ancients had when they called 
for means to cross a river and were suddenly 
transported [by invisible power touched 
by this strong faith] across at the third cry ; 
or the faith which transported a hill ‘a¢ 
will. 

Our China is possessed of innumer- 
able classics and historical works. In all 
of them there are contained certain exam- 
ples of military strategy : hence it does 





























not require me to nama them [being well- 
known to all readers of thom]. By them 
the country has been enabled to suppress 
the Taipings, the Nienfei, the Mahome- 
dan and the Miaotze rebels, in constant 
succession. We have still amongst us some 
of the men who have survived these deeds of 
prowess, while you, young men of the later 
generation, have all heard those master- 
fal deeds and many have learned them by 
heart. Hence, also, it is needless for me to 
go into those matters in detail. My object 
in the first place is to call to life and 
intelligence those ignorant eimpletons who 
appear to be scared even at the sound of the 
name of these mongrel Hogs and Goats. 

Thave heard that upon boing asked why. 
these people aro so scared at the name of 
the Hogs and Goats they reply that theso 
lnttarhavo strong shipsof war and that their 
guns can send shells from ton to twenty li 
distant. To such men I declare that wore 
Ito be placed in command of @ soa-going 
fleot ond entrusted with the defence of 
the seaboard and the cities on the two 
shores of the Great River (Yangtze River], 
you may all rest assured that I have in- 
falliblo plans to exterminate these mongrel 
Hogs and Goats. But for anyone to talk 
empty words on paper I am certain I 
willnot be believed; hence I shall not go 
into details about my plans in that 
connection. I shall only speak of what 
should be dono in cases where our cities 
distant from the coast or the Yangtzo banks 
may be invaded by the onemy—the man- 
ner in which our cities on plain or hill 
could bo successfully defended. Now 
awake ! ud listen while I talk ! 

Big guns must be carried on wheols, 
and these wheeled carriages must be pulled 
by horses. Wheels and horses’ feet must 
specially avoid such thing as pits and 
mit ths. Cities built in the vicinity 
of Wl lls invariably have streams and 
brooks flowing by, while the cultivated 
fields aro generally flooded rice fil 
My plan is to dig up all the ronds within 
a radius of 30 or 40 Li of such hill-city and 
flood a portion of the country about 2 or 311 
in width surrounding the city. Then we can 
make crooked by-paths for people on foot 
to go to and from the city, 60 as to connect 
with the outer world. If we do this what 
fear have wo of tho big guns of theso 
mongrel Hogs and Goats? How could they 
come within measurable distanco of such a 
city wall? Granting that the enemy could 
not thus approach such a city, thoir heaviest 
artillery will bo usoless to them, and their 
big guns firing shot and sholl to'a distanco 
of twenty li will not be able to reach our 
cities, 

As to cities in tho plains. Surely it is 
impossible that there aro no small rivers, 
brooks or streams within 4 hundred li of 
them ! There must be such brooks or rivers. 
I would thon dig up the public highways 
and direct the waters of those streams so as 
to flood a region two or three li in width. 
Té in cases where there ate indeed, truly, 
no streams within measurable distance of 
such cities, I would still dig up the high 
roads round about, make innumerable pits 
for onsnaring tho enemy, and then make 
small and devious-pathed roads for our 
people to travel on foot to and fro. 

fot only should we follow this plan 
with respect to provincial capitals, pre- 
fectural, sub-prefectural, and district cities, 
but also in the case of market towns, 
hamlets, and villages. The big guns of 
theso Hogs and Goats cannot shoot to a 
distance of 30 or 40 li, and their advance is 
prevented by our ditches, mines and pi 
Although their smaller guns can be carried 
further inland their destructive propertios 
are not so severe, as those of the heavy 
artillery. Further, in the vicinity of tho 
dug-up country let us plant such treds a8 
willows and all quick-growing troes, so that 
in time they may grow up and also serve as 
a shield for our people and our cattle. 

‘As wo have thus provented their shot 
and shell from reaching our cities in tho 
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front, we should harvest and bring in all 
‘our crops, on either side of the invading 
armies. ‘Thoso we have no time to bring 
in we must destroy completely by fire or 
otherwise. Or perhaps mix the grain up 
with arsenic, castor beans, Ma-chien-tze, 
Lei-kung-téng, thistles, rhubarb, etc., 
etc., so that the Hogs and Goats may 
not’ uso this grain as food, or if they 
do so they will die from the effects thereof. 
Farther,~ we must, wherever there are 
streams, ponds, and’ creeks, defile them so 
as to render the water unfit for drinking 
by the enemy, or even whenever oppor- 
tunity offers poison the drinki 

0 that those drinking may di 

‘We shall not oppose the enemy at the 
beginning with large bodies of men and 
fight pitched battles with them, but send 
‘out detached parties of 3, 8, 8. 10, ora 
dozen, men each. We will arm these’men 
with swords and hand grenades ; we will 
teach them to signal to one another by 
imitating the calls of cocks, geese, hawks, 
partridges, and blackbirds, and the cries 
‘of oxen and horses and of dogs, and wait 
for the opportunity to harass the enemy 
on the right, left, andin the rear. We will 
continually harass them by day, by night, 
in storms, in rain, in mist and in fogs, 80 
as to give them no rest. We will steal 
into their camps and watch our oppor- 
tunity to raise false alarms or burn 
and kill as the opportunity offers. Wo 
will also flood the country in the roar 
of the enemy so that their lines of com- 
munication and supplies may be obstructed. 
‘We must lie in wait for the enomy at all 
hours and all times, in rain or sunshine, 
ight or day, windstorms or rainstorms, 
mist or fog. Let us miss no opportunity 
to destroy the enemy by ambush or sur- 
prise. We will not use flags and banners 
‘or uniforms to betray our approach to 
the enemy, but for purposes of .recogni- 
tion amongst ourselves each man will 
havo a amail multi-coloured flag to stick 
inhissash, orabambooor treoleaf on his cap. 
‘Wo might also for the same reason paint our 
foreheads, noses, or half our faces in various 
bright colours of yellow, rod, or pink; these 
paints to be changed at various times as 
signals to each attacking party of men, We 
il not use gongs or drums, but only havo 
for signalling whistling by mouth or the 
crios of birds and animals as alrendy stated. 
Wo will not use firearms or spears but only 
atm these detachments with short prongs, 
quarterstaves, swords and hand gronades. 
‘They will be given fre license to fight or at- 
tack in the best way it suits them. Byso 
doing we may be sure of victory in the end. 
Tho Hogs and Gonts being oxterminated 
their arms, ammunition and big guns will 
fall into our hands. What alarm should 
we then feel at the approach of theso Hogs 
and Gonts? 

But let mo warn you all there is one 
anger which wo must all guard against and 
extorminate at once lest it exterminate us. 
‘his is, that in China we have large numbers 
of converts to the Hogs’ religion. The 
hearts of theso converts become changed 
to thoso of hogs and goats, but their fa 
still rotain the human form. They are 
like the wolf which makes its Inir under 
your tables or the centipede which hides 
unknown in your sleeves and clothes. 
‘How could you guard yourselves against 
such? Would these converts come forth 
and join us in attacking the onemy ? 
Lot us therefore publicly call upon these 
converts to repent of their sins, within 
three days from now; let them burn, 

‘or put to shame the embloms of 
their religion, their books and their places 
‘of worship. ‘They must make emblems 
Crose.of stone, put them before 
¢ thresholds to be stepped upon by all 
Going in or out, while in their chapels they 
must place instead the tablets of Heaven, 
‘Earth, sovereign, patents and teachers 
to be worshipped and sacrificed to. If in 
‘three days they still disobey our mandate, 
‘we must at once utterly exterminate them 

































































root and branch and confiscate their wealt! + 
one-half to help the army and one-half as ® 
reward to those who inform against the 
converts. In this way we who are loyal 
and faithful and patriotic throughotit the 
empire may flourish and sternly extermi- 
nate the traitors. Beware how you feel 

ity like women! For you will only be 
ling our great plans! Wo must also 
devise every means in our power to pre- 
vent the breaking out again of the quenched 
fires of Christianity, and eradicate it at the 
roots. I have exhausted the whole ques- 
tion by my words. My lips are now 
closed ! 

Tho testamentary commands of Chou, a 
follower of Confucius, and an officer of the 
‘Ta Tsing dynasty. 











Miscellaneous, 





THE ARRIVAL OF PRINCE 
HENRY OF PRUSSIA. 





H. R. H. Prince Henry of Prussia 
arrived in Shanghai yesterday morning 
and met with a most cordial reception. 
Ho was expected throughout Saturday 
and large crowds gathered on the Bund 
in anticipation of his arrival; but owing 
to a denso fog the cruiser Gefion was 
detainod for somo hours at anchor off 
Gutzlaff and it was doomed inox- 
pedient to proceed with the journey 
until Sunday. Shortly before ten’ o'clock 
‘on Sunday morning his arrival at Woosung 
was telegraphed from the signal station, 
the steam tender Victoria having been 
previously dispatched to convey him to 
Shanghaj. An enormous gathering re- 
presenting the élite of Shanghai, including 
Sir Nicholas Hannen, H.B.M.'s Chief 
Justice, and the majority of the Consular 
officials, was present on the Bund to cheer 
the young Prince, and his arrival witnessed 
& scene of the greatest enthusii The 
first indication of his approach was man- 
ifested in the cheering on board the German 
mail Prinz Heinrich—an apt coincidence 
in nomenclature,—and subsequently by 
cheering on board the German man-of-war 
Cormoran, the crew of which manned the 
rigging and voeiferated lustily. The draw- 
ing up of the tender at the P. & O. jetty was 
the signal for another outburst of feeling 
in which our German cousins were cordially 
supported. The Prince who was in the 
uniform of aGerman Admiral and looked re- 
markably well, gracefully acknowledged the 
welcome of th lace and proceeded to 
the carriage in readiness for him. The 
band of the German Mail struck up the 
German national anthem to the strains of 
which he drove to the German Consulate 
attended by Dr. Stuebel whe came up with 
him in tho tender. An escort of mounted 
‘Sikhs followed the Prince to the Consulate 
which was reached at 11.35. 

What might have proved a very serious 
accident occurred as Hi Highness 
was entering his carriage. ‘The cheering 
combined with the band caused the horses 
to become restive and one of them swerved 
and floundered in an alarming manner. 
Having regard to the crowd pressing 
eagerly forward to obtain a glimpse of 
the distinguished visitor a serious accident 
seemed imminent but the mafoo succeeded 
in curbing the animal before anybody was 
injured. A large force of police was in 
attendance on the front, as also were they 
in charge of the landing stage, under the 
personal direction and supervision of the 
Captain-Superintendent, Captain Pattisson. 

‘The majority of the-vessels in harbour 
dressed ship in honour of the Prince, and 
the effect was very striking indeed, whilst 
neatly every houseboat in the river and 
every German house on shore, sported 
a German flag. The men-of-war proved 






































the exception to the rule and there was no 





saluting of any kind. Early in the after- 
noon a smart but happily brief storm came 
on. It did not prevent His Highness 
however from going out, and in com- 

any with Dr. Stuebel, the German Consul- 
Beneral, he wentforadrire. The Chinese 
officials went down on Saturday, to the Con- 
te to pay an official call but retired when 
it became known that he could not arrive 
that day. Notwithstanding the faot that 
it was Sanday, the Prince’s visit being so 
short—the Gefon being under orders to 
sail northwards on Tuesday—the Germans 
had to proceed with their entertainment 
without delay. The picnic arranged by the 
‘Club Concordia took place at the Mandarin’s 
Grave, near the Pagoda. A largo marquee 
had been erected in which some two hun- 
dred ladies and gentlemen including the 
leading Germans in the community sat 
down, the band of the Prinz Heinrich 
playing a capital selection of music through- 
out the afternoon. It was half-past 
four when Prince Henry arrived, being 
greeted by wild cheering and unmis- 
takable expressions of loyalty. Ho was 
accompanied by Dr. Stuebel and Captain 
Miiller, his aide-de-camp. On arriving on 
the ground the band played ** Deutschland, 
Deutschland, iiber alles.” The Prince then 
proceeded into the tent where the cheering 
was renewed. After being introduced to a 
number of those present he proposed in a 
short speech the health of tho German 
colony in Shanghai which was most heartily 
received. ‘The Prince who was in ordinary 
civilian clothes rode a beautiful Australian 
horse placed at his disposal by Mr. Leh- 
mann of Messrs. Arnhold, Karberg & Co. 
He appeared to thoroughly enjoy the pro- 
ceedings and evinced the livel interest 
in the remarkable tomb with its equally 
remarkable lle of firs. Ho inspected 
the temple also, leaving about five o'clock, 
riding back across country vid Sicawei and 
the Bubbling Well Road. 

Very shortly after his arrival the Prince 
was visited by Governor K‘uei, Provincial 
Treasurer Nieh, and Tsai Taotai, who 
drove down to the Consulate from the For- 

ign Ofice, whilst cards were left during 
the afternoon by the representatives of 
the Foreign Powers. 

Tn the evening a grand dinner was given 
at che Consulate to which the heads of the 
leading German firms were invited. The 
dinner was followed by a reception on a 
large scale. Over a hundred and fifty ladies 
and gentlemen, chiefly of the German 
community, were present and had the 
honour of being introduced to the Prince. 
‘The proceedings passed off brilliantly, and 
were characterised by great enthusiasm. 

It is a remarkable fact that yesterday 
was the anniversary of Prince Henry's 
visit to Shanghai in 1880. 




















THE DISCOVERY OF THE 
SEA ROUTE TO INDIA. 





BY F, MONTALTO DE JESUS. 

‘As armas @ 08 vardes assinalados 

Que da occidontal praia Iusitana 
Por mares nunca d’antes navegados 
Passarem inda além da Taprobana. 

Lnusiadas. 
Four centuries ago Vasco da Gama landed 
at Calicut, having successfully accomplished 
the voyage from Lisbon to India. The 
object of the numerous expeditions which 
had commenced with the initiative of Prince 
Henry the Navigator was at last attained. 
Tt was destined that the great discovery 
should be made, not by. a powerful nation 
that commanded great fleets and large 
armies, but by alittle kingdom that was 
scarcely discernible on the map of Europe, 
and whose population never reached 
3,000,000. The Portuguese were, however, in 
other respects eminently qualified to under- 
take the daring’enterprise which they car- 
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ried to such a successful issue, Their eon- 
stant wars with the Moors, both in Europe 
and in Morocco, had made them a nation of 
soldiers; their frequent expeditions in 
search of new lands had inured them to the 
Untdships and perils of the sea s they lad 
unbounded faith in their own strength, and 





they atoned for the smallness of their num- 
d tena- 


bers by the indomitable courage 
city of purpose which characterised them 
in those days. Tho idea of reaching India 
by circumnavigating Africa was deeply 
rooted in their minds, ‘They had equipped 
squadron after squadron in search of the 
route, but on the accession of King Em- 
manuel they had not gone beyond Algoa 
Bay. The discovery of America by Colum- 
bus, however, stimulated them to greater 
efforts towards the accomplishment of the 
project which they lad so long nourished 
and eo often attempted in vain, 

‘Three ships, of a little over one hundred 
tons each, that had been built in the time 
of John Ii, wero now equipped for another 
expedition. Who was the man to whom 
he should entrust the command of the 
expedition, was a problem that sorely 
troubled the mind of Emmanuel. From a 
window in the palace he could see the 
San Rafael rocking on the blue water: 
the Tagus. Who would carry the sl 
across the Atlantic, past the Cape of Goo: 
Hope, where storms were so frequent, 
across seas unknown and never ploughed 
before, still farther towards the gorgeous 
Eust, whose fabulous riches he coveted, to 
the ‘land whose dusky tribes peopled 
his dreams? Gaspar Correa, in the Len- 
das da ‘India, relates ’ that whilst 
these thoughts ‘were fleeting across the 
King’s mind, Vasco da Gama enter- 
ed the room. ‘The King, who firmly believ- 
ed in the interposition of Providence in 
human affairs, was strangely affected by 
his appearance at such an opportune 
moment. He was convinced that it was 
the will of Heaven that he should employ 
this man for the arduous enterprise which 
he was about to undertake, und he appoint- 
ed Vasco da Gama Admiral of the fleet. 
And so it came to pass that Vasco da Gama 
commanded the expedition that resulted 
in such splendid achievements, that was 
destined to explode +o many absurd theo- 
ries respecting the limits of the earth— 
theories circumscribing at the same time, 
the limits of homan aspirations—that 
struck, in Asia, a terrific blow at the grow- 
ing Moslem power and checked its advance, 
while in Burope kings and princes forgot 
their own feuds in a common endeavour to 
extirpate the enemy of the religion of 
Christ. 

‘The fleet sailed from Lisbon on the 25th 
of March, 1497, and made its way to the 
Cape Verde islands, ‘hence the course of 
the ships was directed towards the Cape of 
Good Hope, which was then the boundary 
of navigation. ‘They encountered territic 
storms atthe Cape, which they doubled, it 
is stated, without having seen it. Nor 
was the fury of the elements the only 
obstacle they bad to contend with, ‘The 
inclemency of the weather and the priva- 
tions which they had suffered made the 
crew desperate. They clamoured to be 
allowed to return to Portugal; they said 
they were drifting to’ certain destruction ; 
the unknown seas they were crossing led 
only to the gates of Hell, where Satan was 
lying in wait for them. ‘Their superstitious 
minds conjured up all sorts of supernatural 
visions and they supplicated Vasco da 
Gama, with tears in their eyes, to desist 
from prosecuting a voyage which could only 
end in disaster. 

‘Vasco da Gama spoke kindly to them. 
He pointed out to them that their fears 

+ were groundless, that they would fail in 



































their duty-to the King if they returned to | 


Portugal without an errand from the coun- 
try they: had been sent to discover ; be- 
sides, he had sworn when he left Portugal 
that he would not retrace a single step that 
he should take in the direction of India. 





‘The men, however, were not satisfied ; 
they renewed their demands; they whis- 
pered to themselves that Vasco da Gama 
Was one man, and they were many, and 
they concerted plans to coerce him to 
tack to. When he saw that soft words 
and good advice were alike unavailing, he 
threatened the crew to drag them along to 
India by the beard, and to throw over- 
board the first man who dared to speak of 
returning to Portugal. ‘This did not inti- 
midate the crew. “They were willing, they 
said, to risk their lives in the service of 
the King, but they would not endanger 

i in s foolhardy undertaking ; 
‘they returned to Portugal, the 








besides, i 
King would forgive them, if he only knew 


of the hardships they bad’ undergone. At 
all events, if they hnd to die, it was pre- 
ferable to face death in their own country, 
near their wives and children, rather th: 


perish in these monstrous seas, their bodies | 


to be the food for fishes, and their souls 
damned for ever. 

Happily for them, and for Portugal, 
‘Vasco da Gama was not the man to be in- 
timidated by the threats of foolish children 
afraid of a ghost. He gave out to the men 
that he was willing to comply with their 
demands, provided they gave him a written 
document, stating that in view of the 
deplorable circumstances they were in it 
was impossible to continue the voyage. 
‘The crew were overjoyed at this unexpected 
dénowement. They had expected to face 
the anger of Vasco da Gama, and they 
found him amenable to reason. They 
eagerly followed him to his cabin, but, no 
sooner had they done so, than they wero 
arrested, and put in irons. Gasper Correa, 
the inimitable chronicler of the events 
which took place in India during the 
Portuguese rule, puts the following words 
in the moutin of Vasco da Gama on that 
memorable occasion : Henceforth, men,” 
ho said, “you have neither captain nor 
pilot ; our only pilot is God, and he shall 
lead ux where he wills, but it is not for 
Portugal that we are bound.” His firm 
attitude during this crisis effectually re- 
pressed all further attempts at mutiny, 
and contrasted strongly with the attitude 
‘of Columbus on an analogous occasion. 
The latter. when he found that he could 
not control his insubordinate crew, who 
were fully determined not to allow the 

igator to proceed further on his voyage, 
ried to allure them with visions of the 
untold wealth that would be theirs when 
they reached land ; he exhorted them 
to patience, and finally he entreated 
then to grant him three days’ grace, 
on the expiration of which, if land was not 
sighted, he would return’ to §| AL 
though’ this concession was merely a ruse 
to gain time, because Columbus had seen 
infallible signs of the near proximity of 
land, still, if the verdant fields of San 
Salvador had not met the gaze ef his crew 
on the last day, the famous voyage would 
have boén undertaken in vain. 

‘The weather calmed down 
they had doubled the formiddble Cape ; 
the force of the wind, which blow with 
hurricane violence, had now abated, and 
the mountainous waves no longer threaten- 
ed to submerge the frail vessels. Each 
night as it passed into day revived the 
spirits of the crew, who were now 
confident that they were approaching the 
goal for which they had set out. On 
Christmas day they sighted land, which 
was appropriately named ‘Terra de 
Natal.” ‘They resumed the voyage, and 
crept along the south east coast of 
‘Africa, Having reached the mouth of a 
large river they cast anchor, in order to 
repair the weather-beaten ‘ships. One 
of the vessels was found to be so badly 
damaged that it was necessary to break her 
up, and the crew were divided between 
the two remaining ships. Mozambique, 
Quiloa, and Mombassa were successively 
reached. On the way they picked up a 
Moorish broker, Davané by name, who 















































proved of invaluable help to the Portuguese 
by his intelligence and, above all, by his 
fidelity. Steering onwards, they reached 
Melinde, where they exchanged courtesies 
with the King, who supplied them with 
the two best pilots that he could obtain. 

‘Vasco da Gama was now certain that he 
was on the way to India. He sailed across 
the Indian Ocean, and on the 20th of May, 
1498, he anchored his ships before the city 
of Calicut, having successfully accomplish 
ed one of the most dificult voyages that- 
have ever been undertaken. His enorgy, 
his intrepidity, and his firmness of purpose- 
amidst all the dangers that surrounded. 
him, enabled him to succeed where his 
predecessors had failed. When he renched 
India, and when the minarets and stately 
edifices of Calicut rose in view like the 
vision of an enchanted land, he must have 
felt a thrill of pride in tho consciousness of 
being able to. bring to. his King, aptly 
surnamed the Fortunate, the tidings of the 
glorious discovery he had made, after so 
many perils braved, and so many obstacles 
overcome. 

During his stay at Calicut, events shaped. 
themselves in a way that left no doudt in 
the mind of Vasco da Gama as to the 
treacherous character of the people among 
whom he had come. At Quiloa and Mom- 
bassa his ships had been nearly wrecked at 
the instigation of the Moors, by the pilots 
who had been sent on board for the pur- 
pose of navigating the ships, At Calicut 
the same causes wore at work. 

‘The policy of the Portuguese at this 
period was essentially one of concilintion. 
Tn order to ingratinte themselves with the. 
natives, they allowed themselves to bo: 
robbed in all their commercial transactions. 
‘Thus, in their first attempt to load their 
ships, they obtained “ginger, which was 
heavily loaded with red clay, and cinnamon 
which was old, of a bad quality, and quite 
unserviceable.” They paid oxorbitant prices. 
for these goods. But the profuse liberality 
which they displayed admirably served tho 
purpose for which it was intended. Tt 
excited the cupidity of the Zamorin, who 
was favourably disposed towards the Portu- 
guese, and inclined to enter into trade 
relations with a people who showed such 
great disregard of the value and weight of 
the commodities which they purchased. 
He sent a message to Vasco da Gama de- 

ing him to visit him at the palace. 
yavané, the broker, whom they had picked 
up at Mozambique, strongly dissuaded the 
Portuguese from landing at Calicut without 

ing obtained hostages from the Zamorin. 
Majesty assented to these conditions, 
and sent three Nairs on hoard the Portu- 
quese vessels. Vasco da Gama thereupon 
Tanded in state, and was received in 
audience by the King, to whom he de- 
livered the letter he brought with him from 
the King of Portugal expressing a desiro 
that the Portuguese might be allowed to 
trade in the country. 

‘The Moors in the meantime had not 
cen idle. ‘They had seon with consterna- 
tion the arrival of the Portuguese ships. 
‘They quickly discerned that these vessels 
would be followed by others, with corres- 
ponding disadvantages to the trade, tho 
monopoly of which they had so long en- 
joyed, and which enriched every country 
through which it passed. At the time of 
the first Portuguese expedition the entire 
trade of India was centred in the hands of 
the Moors. ‘The products of India, and of 
the Spice Islands, wore carried through the 
Persian Gulf or the Red Sea to Aleppo and 
the other ports in the Levant, and to Suez 
and Alexandria, From these centres, Vene- 
tian ships carried the govds to Venice, 
and thence they distributed them through: 
out Europe. ‘The Moors could -not view 
with equanimity the arrival of the Por- 
tuguese in India. ‘They foresaw the ruin 
of their own trade if their new rivals were 
to establish a direct sea-route from Europe 
to India, which would divert the bulk of 
the trade to Lisbon, and they tried to avert 
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the impending. doom by driving the Por- 
tnguese out of the country.. They intrigued 
with the Zamorin, they bribed his officials, 
they pointed to him that the object 
‘of the Portuguese was not to establish 
trade relations with his kingdom; they 
were enemies who came to spy the coun- 
try in order to conguer ‘and to plunder 
it! They inveigled Vasco da Gama into 
the outskirts of the city, where he was 
detained, and where he was practically a 

risoner in their hands. In the meantime, 

~atilo da Gama felt great anxiety as to the 
fate of his brother. A council was held on 
board the Portuguese vessels at which it 
was resolved that when all other means 
had failed to obtain the freedom of Vasco 
da Gama and his companions, they would 
bombard the town. This news was quickly 
Drought by the Moors to the Zamorin, who 
was at last prevailed upon, in retaliation, 
to allow his subjects to kill Vasco da 
Gama and all the Portuguese who had 
landed with him. How that fell 
Purpose was not executed remains a 
mystery. We do not rely on the theory 
that Vasco da Gama obtained his freedom 
owing to the intercession of the Nairs 
‘whom the Portuguese had liberated. One 
of the Nairs was the nephew of the 
Gazil, whom the Moors had bribed, in 
order to compass the destruction of the 
Portuguese. We are sdisposed to think 
that the clemency of the Zamorin was 
due to fear, the same sort of paralysing 
fear that allowed Montezuma, the ruler of 
a great Empire, to be arrested and impri- 
soned in the heart of his capital, at noon- 
day, by « handful of Spaniards whom he 
could have crushed by the sheer weight of 
numbers alone. 

While he was detained at Calicut, Vasco 
da Gama showed that if he could be brave 
and bold almost to rashness, he could also 
e prudent when circumstances required. 
uffriry calar” were the words whispered 
tohim hy the Castilian whom he met in 
Calicut, and he acted on that advice with 
characteristic determination. No provoca- 
tion, and no injury, and he was sub- 
jected to many, could rouse his temper, or 
make him, for a single moment, deviate 
from his line of conduct. It was only 
when he was safe on board his vessel that 
he uttered the ominous threat that he 
would come back to India for love of 
the Moors. The instances we have quoted 
of their dishonesty and treachery were 
not calculated to favourably dispose Vasco 
da Gama towards them, and afford a clue 
to the vengeance that he wreaked upon 










thom when he returned to India in 1502. 
If the humane ideas of nineteenth cen- 
tury civilisation do not entirely exonerate 


him from blame in comection with the 
cruelties that he perpetrated on that 
occasion, public opinion, nevertheless, 
will not condemn him without taking into 
consideration the splendid services that he 
rendered to his country, and to the cause 
of humanity and without looking at the 
vast array of facts that can be cited in 
his defence. His acts were typical of 
the age in which he lived; hatred of 
the Moors, whom they had succeeded 
in. driving out of the Peninsula after a 
struggle of centuries, was ingrained in the 
Portuguese character; the religious zeal 
which infamed the European nations 
those days was an impassable barrier be- 
tween the followers of Christ and the dis- 
ciples of Mahomed. Finally, the Christ- 
ians of those days, and the Crusaders of a 
period not far remote, saw in every infidel, 
not only a dissenter from their views, but a 
loathsome object, whom they were in duty 
bound to tread upon and to exterminate. 
His mission was now at an end, and 
there remained nothing for him to do but 
to return to Portugal, where news of the 
fleet was eagerly waited for. Duty, so 
faithfully and so nobly performed, could 
not fail to obtain its due recompense, and 
King Emmanuel ‘conferred upon Vasco 
ad Sune the title of “Dom” an honour 














which was seldom bestowed in those days. 
But what, to a true patriot like him, must 
have been of far greater value than the 
favour of his Sovereizn, was the spectacle 
of his nation raised, by’ his discoveries, to 
the highest pinnacle of fame.—Hongkong 
Daily Press. 
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REFORM IN CHINA. 


Thero is no doubt that reform is coming 
in China, and from the right souree, the 
‘ounger educated men, ‘The Rov. Timothy 
Richard, than whom few mon in Chink 
know better what is going on under the 
surface, sends us the following :— 





PRESS SIGNS OF PROGRESS. 

It was thought by many that when tho 
Reform Club was closed in Peking in the 
winter of 1895-6, all the reform spirit had 
been crushed too, but that is a mistake. 
So far as information is available now, the 
chief leaders in the reform movement, find- 
ing that there was no freedom in Peking, 
removed their headquarters to Shanghai, 
and have a magazine published every ten 
days called Chinese Progress. ‘They have a 
staff of about forty writers, and in different 
parts of China there are 280 studente 
who have pledged themselves to aid in 
the reform of China. One of the writers 
in charge of the foreign news depart- 
ment is the adopted son of the late 
Marquis Tséng, so well-known. He has 
given up official life and taken to this for 
he thinks he can render better service to 
China in this way than in any other. ‘There 
are eighty benevolent societies which are 
pledged more or less to support the move- 
ment. There are several Vicoroys and Go- 
vernots who subsidise the society by money 
and by letters of recommendation. The 
tiny paper of only four narrow leaves, with 
which reform began in Peking, has now 
grown into thirty broad leaves, and tho 
circulation from being only a thousand in 
the capital has grown into 10,000 through- 
out all the provinces. OF the quality of 
the writing you can get some idea from the 
following extract from the first number in 
this year :— 

“What isa nation? It is not merely to 
have rulers, officials, students, farmers, Ia- 
bourers, merchants, and soldiers, but to have 
ten thousand eyes with one sight, ten thou- 
sand ears with one hearing, ten thousand 
hands and feet with only one mind, ten 
thousand powers with only one purpose of 
life, then the nation is established ten-thou- 
sand-fold strong. To know this is o:ie thing, 
to aint at this is another matter, and to ac: 
complish this is another matter still. When 
mind touches mind, when power is linked to 
power, cog to cog, strand round strand, and 
ten thousand roarls meet in one centre, this 
it is to be a nation. 

+... “But if not united then if there be 
only a thousand people in a nation there aro 
a thousand kingdoms. If there are ten 
thousand people there are ten thousand king- 
doms.... We now in Chia have a 
Population of 400 millions, Lut are really 400 
million kingdoms! ... 

“Within a few months after the hiimiliatin 
war with Japan, before the indemnity had 
been paid or the soldiers had been disbanded, 





























laughing es if-in profound peace and at the 
May Pole. Oficials were as groedy as ev 
students composed their essays and poems in 
the same musty-fusty manner asever. Whore 
there were a few superior ones who sought 
real learning they wrangled about, the ‘re- 
lative merits of the learning of the Han and 
the Sung dynasties, they wrangled about 
Confucianists and Mencists, they wrangled 
about a1 nt and modern learning, about 
Monarchical and Republican forms of govern. 
ment. As to money matters officials and 
merchants wrangled, and the gentry and 
people wrangled. Discussing feform the 
central and provincial authorities wrangled, 
and one province wrangled against another. 
Discussing » new programme together thoy 
wrangled owing to difference of views, an 
even when they did not differ, they wrangled 
because their hearts had long geown cold 
as ice!” 

To any one who knows China such 
outapokenness to be distributed broadcast 
shows an extraordinary. amount of courage 
in the writer. This reform movement has 
at least four branch centres, vis., one in 
Macao, one in Hunan, one in Szechuan, 
and one in Kinngsi..” One of tho chict 
leaders in a memorial Jately prepared for 
the Throne, and now published in Shanghai, 
Feeommends two of our Society's books. as 
the best guides to the Emperor in his 
hour of need. As to the policy of tho 
reformers so far as they are known, it is 
the publication of whatever is good. for 
their country. In detail they detine their 
attitude undor the following 15 heads :— 


1.—Exhort the people to do good. 

—Teach the law of retribution, 

soever « man sows that shall he also reap. 

3.—Teach Confucianism as a necessary 

thing, Originally it meant the $ nocossary 
ing. 























teae s food and culture necessitate 
agriculture and silk culture so moral culture 
made Confucianism necessary. 

4.—Recognise the good in Taoism, ‘Tao 
existed before heaven and earth, and is the 
invisible force behind all. Afterwards there 
aroso the teaching about the pill of immortali. 
fy charms, ete, and the original idea. was 
lost. 

5.—Recognise the good in Buddhism. ‘The 
meaning of Sakyamuni (Gotama) is one who 
is able to love. ‘The common peoplo uso 
Buddhist forms’ at funorals and often offer 
Baddhist prayers, and many intelligent men 
are fond of discussing Buddhism. ~ When it 
talks of a holy life, of the unscen, of removing 
the pass jons, etc., it is a good thing. 

G.1-Find out specifies in medicine. ‘They 
are kery desirable to bo known instead of 
being lost with the death of those who know 
them. 

7.—Recognise the scholar as one who labours 
with his mind—a producer. Collect his 
though 

8.—Improve farming. 
9.—Establish beneficent labour. In modern 
days millions are spent in great: factories | 
Krupp’s, and more monoy is spent in devising 
how to kill men than in discovering how to 
keep them alive. 

10.—Extend trade. The supply of the 
needs of the country by the abundanco of 
another is proper. 

11.—Increase usoful and fresh learning, os- 
Pocially that knowledge whereby tho poor can 

saved from their poverty. 

12.—Study the laws of other nations. 

13.—Learn all about the most important 
things in other countries. 

14:—Print scientific books, maps, etc, 

15.—Devise some speedy method for teach- 
ing tho young. 

‘Those who know the former hostile at- 
titude of Confucianism to all other roli- 
ions and to all learning but Chinese 
jearning, the various items mention 
abore show a marvellous change for the 
better, and the adoption of juster princi- 
ples which Christian literature has been 
laying down before them for many years, 
and now we see it has not been in vain, as 
it exerts an immense influence already on 
the non-Christian public, This Chinese 
Progress is going to be a daily paper after 
this month.” Besides the above magazine 
there are now in Shanghai aloue no lesa 














































we were singing and dancing, playing and | than twenty secular magazines and papers, 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


Apri 18, 1898. 


The A. 





. Herald and S. C. & C. Gazette. 


677 








whereas before the war there were only 
four! The Christian religious papers which 
wore the forerunners of the secular papers, 
have, however, only increased from seven 
to nine in number. Some of those secular 
papers aro devoted to special subjects, 
such aa the Children’s Edueator, the Agri- 
culturist, Chinese and Western News, etc. 

‘And we-take the following from tho 
latest issue of the Peking und Tientsin 
Times :— 





PETITION 70 THE CENSORS’ YaMEN. 

According to the Kuo-wen-pao, about a 
hundred of the students of tha 2nd degroo, 
including tho progressive editor of the 
Shanghai native weekly Chinese Progress, 
all of whom are now in Peking for tho 
3rd degreo examinations, sent a petition 
to the following effect ‘to tho Censora’ 
yamén on the 27th ult. The Censors, in 
order to avoid tho difficulty of answering 
it, with one accord absonted themselves 
from office. On that and the two succeeding 
days, however, and by tho time they again 
assembled, the students were safely con- 
ed in tho Examination Halls, and their 
etition was too late to do any harm. ‘Tho 
Recumont was of considerable length, and 
the following is only its substance, frecly 
translated, but serves to show the very 





satisfactory trend of Chinese thought at’ 


the present day :— 

“We have witnessed with the most 
grave apprehension and alarm the gradually 
increasing desire of Russia to encroach 
upon our Empire, and now that she has 
actually demanded a lease of Port Arthur 
and Talienwan, we can remain silent 
spoctatora no longer, and beg that tho 

overnment of this great and ancient Em- 
pire will on no account accede to any such 
request. If Port Arthur and Talienwan 
are granted to Russia, asa natural conse- 
quence similar claims will have to be grant- 
ed to other Powers, and with Russia and 

Germany in the North, France and Japan 
in the South, and England in the Yangtze 
‘Valley, nothing of our ancient Empire will 
be left us. jussia is at present not in a 
sition to sustain any great struggle, and 
if China only acts herself 
oppose her claims, sho will receive tho 
willing help of England and Japan, who 
have both declared their intention ot pre- 
serving. tho integrity of the country. Of 
herself China can do nothing, as since 
the late war her military and naval 
systom have been the laughing-stock of the 
world. But just at present Russia is not 
much ‘stronger, and Chins can, with the 
assistance of England and Japan, keep 
Russia back. Her railway is not’ nearly 
finished, part of it too at this end having 
heen weed! ‘away by floods, and her garri- 
son at Vladivostock is not more than 
10,000 (if that), but by and by she will 
bring large bodies of troops across and be- 
come very powerful, and then thero may 
be great difficulty in’ restraining her. In- 
ternational law enables China to refuse to 
any Power any demand which is unlawful- 
ly made, and Russia's claims in regard to 
Port Arthur are a violation of international 
law, and are calculated to upset the 
balance of power in the Far East, 
and thereby endanger the peace of the 
Orient. China has but to follow the ex- 
ample of smaller nations in Europe, and 
‘appeal to the other Powers for support in 
atanding up for her rights, and she can 
even now save the Empire from Russia’s 
designs. We implore His Most Sacred 
‘Majesty the Emperor, therefore, to receive 
our petition, and to do what the great inajor- 
ity of his people most earnestly desire, 
defend the nation at all costs against 

Russian‘advances in the North. We would 
earnestly advocate in addition, that the 
“whole country be opened up freely to for- 

eign trade and residence, which will do 

good, but that no special territory be ceded 
to any one Power to occupy or control.” 

‘It will be seen from the above that a 

section, and probably a very large section, 






































of China's advanced men are anti-Russian, 
and that public feeling is sufficiently strong 
on the subject to grow into a strong 
national movement if the tide of affairs in 
the North is not shortly turned. 


A FORMIDABLE WAR- - 
VESSEL. 
eg 

Washington, 7th March. 

The Katahdin, Uncle Sam's unique war 
vessel, will go into commission this week 
with Commander George F. F. Wilde as 
her director. She is the most formidable 
war boat in the world. She is regarded by 
sailors as a monstrosity in the way of 
naval architecture. She is almost totally 
under water. Her entire fabric, except her 
strong conning tower and her turtle-back, 
is hidden. Her bow is prolonged into a 
mighty ram, which makes up the principle 
‘on which she is built. This ram, with the 
exception of a few rapid-fire guns, is all the 
weapon with which she is armed, but with 
it the Katahdin could do terrible destruc- 
tion to any battle-ship, no matter how 
heavy or well armoured. 

‘The Katahdin’s back could laugh at 
shots from any war-ship she cared to 
attack. Her terrible ram nimed at the 
weakest part of an enemy’s ship could sink 
any vessel on the sea. Her small guns 
would take care of torpedo-boats, the only 
sort of an enemy the Katahdin need fear. 

‘This odd and monstrous boat was built 
in 1893 at Bath. Her extreme length is 
254 feet, her normal displacement 2,155 
tons, her beam 43.5 feet, her mean draught 
16 feet, her horse-power 5,068, and her 
speed 16 knots. 

Commander Wilde is overjoyed at being 
put in command of the Katahdin and he 
proposes to inake all sorts of experiments 
with her before getting out into sea water. 
‘The ram could be used in a battle between 
big ships. She would lio in the leo of 
man-of-war, and, at an opportune moment, 
steal out and strike before her bewildered 
victim would know what was about to take 
place. The Katahdin was the idea of re- 
tired Admiral Daniel Ammen, 








NOTES FROM INDIAN 
PAPERS. 








Caleutta, 15th March. 

Tho India Office have apparently no one 
equal to editing telegrams relating to trans- 
frontier affairs, and the result is that the 
Just blue-books are disfigured by man} 
ecrca. ‘Ths wor] Jambar,» eumear eaoagh 
term on the border used to describe a large, 
armed gathering, seems to have been a 
stumbling block: Thus one telegram begins 
by stating that the “Lashkar nation of 
Afridis” is advancing on the Khyber, and 
closes with the remark that no news of 
Lashkars having reached the limits of the 
pass had been received. Evidently it was 
Supposed that some important clan was 


referred to. 
Bombay, 16th March. 

‘There were 198 attacks and 195 deaths 
from Plague reported to-day. The total 
mortality from all causes was 308. The 
natives seem to be very gratified with the 
new scheme-suggested by the Governor, 
especially the withdrawal of the house 
search parties. Operations in connection 
with the Plague Committee for dealing with 
the epidemic in the city were practically at 
a stand-still to-day in the face of the 
Governor’s announcement that house to 
house visitation has been abandoned, and 
a notification to that effect having been 
posted throughout the city, this morning 
the Plague Committee could not do any- 
thing especially in the absence of any 
a from Government on the sub- 
ject. 





Government have arranged with the 
Bank of Bombay regarding the Plague 
Committee Funds, and half a lakh has been 
paid over to-day. 

Mr. T.G. D. Innes, Agent on the Bal- 
rampur Estate, has compiled and published 
in pamphlet form an interesting list of the 
jungle products used by the poor in the 
famine, showing how each plant was pre- 
pared, and what part of it was used for 
food.’ Somo idea of the ‘resources of the 
Indian jungle in this respect may be gath- 
ered from the fact that Mr. Innes catalo- 
gues 115 separate edible products. 

Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel Roe, Hon. 
Secretary, Pastour Institute, says that he 
is waiting for some information from Cal- 
cutta with regard to the Bengal Branch 
before he calls a meeting, when he intends 
to lay the whole state of the funds, etc., 
before the Committeo, and ask for fresh 
instructions as he will then have carried 
out all the orders of the last Committee, 


Mr. Sleigh, Secretary and Treasurer of 
the Bank of Bombay, criticises Mr. Lirid- 
say's scheme in a long letter to the Press, 
and, concluding, says: “Of the schemes 
for the accomplishment of a gold standard 
which have yet been before the public, Mr. 
Lindsay's certainly ‘ holds the field’ above 
all othersystems. International bimetallism 
is the ideal remedy for all our currency 
troubles, but as this seems now impossible 
of attainment within a reasonable distanco 
of time, it behoves the Government of India 
to accept the only alternative, and hasten 
on with all possible speed to the accom- 
plishment of their gold standard schemes. 
Nearly five long years have been spent 
in discussion and hard experience, and 
in that time there certainly has been 
talking and writing more than enough. 
What we now want badly is clear-_ 
headed action, and a deaf ear to all 
the Dicks, Toms, and Harrys whose ideas 
have already surmounted the side issues 
that spring from their own individual 
interest. Government havo to act solely 
for the good of the Empire, and not of a 
class. Should, however, the Government 
of India and the Secretary of State etill 
feel unequal to tho task, or should they 
shrink from accepting tho responsibility of 
fresh legislation, the recommendation of 
the Bombay Chamber of Commerce to sub- 
mit the question once again to a committeo 
of experts should be adopted without 
moment's delay.” 

Allahabad, 17th March. 

‘The Civil and Military Gazette in speak- 
ing of “strong rumours” that Sir William 
Lockhart ‘‘on the ground of health” will 
not after all succeed Sir George White as 
Commander-in-Chiof, remarks that ‘some 
colour” is given to’ these reports by the 
dates the Pioneer has given for Sir 
William Lockhart’s departure on leave 
(March 26th) and Sir George White's de- 
parture (March 21st), “If Sir William is to 
succeed, he takes over office on the 22nd and 
from that date until his term expires it is 
impossible for him to leave India oxcept 
by Act of Parliament.” The Pioneer dates 
were quite correct, but also stated that 
General Nairne becomes provisional or ad_ 
interim Commander-in-Chief on the 21st of 
March. Sir William Lockhart is now in 
good health, and has every intention of 
taking up his post on return from leave to 
England ; but he will not be formally 
gazetted Chief until his leave expires. 











“For rue Broop 13 THe Lire.”—Clarke’s 
World-famed Blood Mixture ia warranted to 
cleanse the blood from all impurities from 
whatever cause arising. For Scrofula, Scurvy, 
Eczema, Bad Legs, Skin and Blood Diseases, 
Pimples, and Sores of all kinds, its effects ara 
marvellous. Thousands of wonderful cures 
have been effected by it. Sold everywhere ab 
25, 9d. Beware of worthless imitations. 
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THE HONGKONG & SHANGHAI BANKING CORPORATION. 
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‘The following summary of the great Bank’s half-yearly accounts for the last ten years has been kindly given to us for 
publication :— : 
LIABILITIES. Capital. Reserve. Insurance. Notes. Deposits. B. Payable. Pith. 
J ee 
30th June, 1888, 7,500,000 3,900,000 250,000 74,284,962 11,427,802 720,441 
Bist Dec, 7,500,000 4,087,567 250,000 76,745,737 19,570,947 $74,087 
30th June, 1889 7,500,000 4,300,000 250,000 83,660,623 18,199,337 772,088 
Bist Dec, 4. 7,500,000 4,400,000 250,000 89,289,205 17,309,536 1,119,310 
30th June, 1890 8,168,062 5,282,127 250,000 93,101,200 19,778,786 1,249,943, 
Bist Dec, 4» 9,296,677 6,506,596 250,000 103,112,514 22,615,983 1,715,743 
30th June, 1891 7,590,901 250,000 111,416,431 21,357,070 1,027,646 
Bist Dec., 5. 6,300,000 250,000 16,013,605, ‘819,374 
30th June, 1892 6,300,000 250,000 14,280,507 763,590 
Bist Des, 45 3,300,000 214,697 15,206,136 967,430 
‘30th June, 1893 ... 3,600,000 250,000 15,812,933 1,069,280 
Bist Dec, 4, 3,900,000 250,000 19,138,992 1,236,401 
30th June, 1894 ., 4,200,000 250,000 21,516,694 1,256,856 
Bist Dec., 5 4,500,000 250,000 22,334,819 1,803,977 
30th June, 1895 .. 9,543,171 20,766,669 | 1,763,802 
Bist Dec, 4, 9,326,092 17,231,920 1,614,365 
30th June, 1896 .., 9,092,856 14,825,365, 1,470,795 
Bist Dec., ,, 9,546,123 15,022,797 1,761,136 
30th June, 1897 ... 9,319,308 12,465,523 1,826,674 
BIst Dec, 4, 9,888,206 18,750,786 | 2,429,768 
ASSETS. Cash. Bills R. | Premises, | Dead Stock, | Surplus. 

30th June, 1888 8,741,367 43,946,236 877,412 116,469 12,370,443, 
Bist Dec, 9,147,354 48. 228 93; 12,711,656 
‘30th June, 1889 10,885,024 928,455, 12,822,089, 
Slat Dec., 27 935,307 13,269,311 
30th June, 1890 914,358 930, 14,950,134, 
Bist Deo, 1,103, 27,769,017 
30th June, 1 x 1,021 18,868,548 
Bist Dec., 61,986,340 1,046, 17,369,376 
30th June, 1892 63,861,505, 1,091,322 17,813,591 
Bist Dec, 4, 61,368,217 1,160,114 14,482,130, 
30th June, 1893 6,859,760 46,983,148 55,516,246 | ' 1,205,798 156,305 |, 14,919,282 
Bist Dec, 4, 7,211,466 40,626,957 63,033,526 | | 1,232,538 161,093 15,386,403 
30th Juno, 1894 ... 7,301,063 45,374,556 59,024,604) | 1,157,195 156,909 15,706,856 
Bist Dee., 4, 7,373,000 | 44,221,630 | 57,530,235 1,108,887 164,312 | 16,553,978 
30th June, 1895 ... 6,954,751 47,650,726 60,036,316 995,793 100,000 17,013,802 
Bet Deo, 5 Bysagony | 10,056,190 | 53,855,449) 84,073,201 991,952 100,000 | 17,264,366, 
30th June, 1896 ... 11,188,536 61,108,194 71,727,698 974,977 100,000 17,470,795 
Bist Dec. 45 10,952,217 63,566,305 80,217,513 989,625 100,000 18,011,136. 
30th June, 1897 .. BPsisens | 12,951,982] 65,269,997] 72,961,116 966,322 100,000 } 18,576,676, 
Blst Dec, 4, Bp Pideass | 12498,48¢ | 61,258,502 | 69,845,038 971,965 100,000 | 19,679,736, 
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CYCLING ROUND THE WORLD. 
ge 
IMPRESSIONS OF HANKOW. 
ON THE BANKS OF THE YANGTZERIANG. 
SEVENTIRTH ARTICLE. 

Wuhu (Anhui province of China). 
Certainly Havkow is a» interesting place. 
It is packed as tightly as the often quoted 
barrel of herrings, and has a main street 
about four miles long. where, if you aro 
saved the dange- of being run over by 
cahs, you have infinite chances of being 
crushed to death between sedan chairs. It 
an ant-hole of traffic. Running at right 
angles you find whole streets devoted to 
the manufacture of pipes, coffins, antiqui- 
ties, and tea chests, and when the iuha- 











bitants of any thoroughfare lack particular | way they should go. ‘The Viceroy of tho 
occupstion they devote themselves to the | twin provinces of Hupeh and Hunan, not 
rearing of flufiy-headed things called babies. |to be behind in good works, started a 
‘There are more babies grown to the square | similar institution on Confucian principles, 
acre in Hankow than any other city in the | as a set-off to the Catholic, a year or two 
world. The scriptural injunction, “Be! ago. But the foreigners are ensy victors, 
fc itfal and multiply and rep'enish the | although the izuorant Hankowese do firmly 
earth,” has been zealously obeyed. And as | believo that the little ones are kidnapped 
far a5 personal experience goes, i is about | for the sole parpose of turning their eyes 
the only scriptural injunction that has been | into photographic chemicals, their teeth 
obeyed by China, or, indeed, any nation. | into cures for pains across the back, tight- 
Anyhow, Hankow is a busy centre in| no-s of the chest, slackness of the stomach, 
the children line. The Roman Catholic | and housemaid’s knee, and their ears into 
mnissionaries devote much of their time !an ointment that makes the foreign bar- 
scouring round with baskets for stray chifd- ! barians see double and ride bicycles. 
ren, They have an asylum where, when! You have only to wander casually 
we were in Hankow, there were over a/ through that four miles of main street, 
thousand off-cast Chinese youngsters, who | letting your eyes drop cursorily into th 
were being fed, clad, and trained in the | eternity of shops, and you will soon begi 
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fancying you are suffering from an optical 
aelusion. In every shop—that is in every 

-eight out of every seventy-nino— 
there is an oblong bosrd bearing a golden 
logend and a blk groundwork, The 
shops may desl in hardware, soft soap, 
stewed puppies, and fancy shoes, but from 
every one the ame signboard bangs you in 
tho face. It simply says “The Ono Prico 
Shop.” This means that the prices aro 
fixed, and that when you are asked 
a guinea for a silk hat, you needn't 








imagine you will got it for soven and six- 
ponce. ‘It is all very xmusing. For 
no . Chinese, 







eyes were 
penny-worth of rice, 
over it, quarreling, gesticulating, and ulti- 
mately’ deciding the sollor was a swindler. 
No Chinese tradesman ever asks less than 
four times the value of an article, and no 
purchasor ever offers more than half its 
value, ‘They begin calling one another 
names, and very gingerly tho seller low: 
his price, and, still moro gingerly, t! 
buyer consents to give more than he ori- 
ginally decided. At the ond of two hours 
& bargain is effected. ‘That's the business 
rule in China, and yot, probably, for the 
Jost four thousand years that humorous 
announcement, “The One Price Shop,” 
has dungled before millions of Celestial 
eyes. 

But Hankow, important as it only 
ono of a trinity of cities. Across the Hanis 
the city of Hanyang, and across the Yangtzo 
jatho imposing city of Wuchang. Wuchang- 

the seat of government for the two 
es, and has a population comprising 
ondhand clothes dealers. 
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you cxn become the owner of a robe which, 
if you wore it in Piccadilly, would probably 
result in an invitation to visit the Prince 
‘of Wales at Marlborough House, or to visit 
farlborough Street. 
‘The Viceroy is a nice man; but he didn’t 
ask us to lunch. He is a great scholar. 
He is a student of Joh» Stuart Mill and 
Metropolitan Railway time-tables. Ho is 
what you call an advanced man, He wrote 
such aaplendid article on the advantages 
of steam engines, two years ago, that the 
Emperor wrote: “Dear Sir, I ontirely agree 
with you; please build a railway between 
Peking and Hankow.” And already a few 
hundred feet of embankment have been 
‘built—there is atemporary cessation of work 
owing to lack of funds—but it is confidently 
expected that in about four centuries the 
line will be completed. Meanwhile, he is 
running an Iron Works and a Cotton Mill 
ictly European Ii But with a 
He has tho 
English machinery, and he has 
workmen, but he won't allow an Eng 
man to have any voice in the management. 
Knowing Confucius off by heart and half 
Mencius, ho himself is, of course, the best 
person to manage a cotton mill and an iron 
Yorke, Ho can't understand why both 
ventures are dead losses. 

But to the wayfarer, the man who walks 
round and looks at things and makes com- 
ments, the British settlement at Hankow 
iss more amusing atudy. It is managed 
on democratic lines. ‘There is a municipal 
body, anda town hall and a town clock, 
and you've got to obey by-laws about your 
drains, and you are not to whistle in the 
streets without special sanction of the 
British Consul. For any Chinese to walk 
‘on the Bund is an indictable offence. 
‘There are constables whose special duty it 
is to see no Colestials tread on ground 
reserved for British feet. 

‘But though the British own half-a-mile of 
frontage, the population of the se'tlement is 
SSomovotitan. “The Russians predomi 
and there aro French, German, and o! 
races, They all deal in tea, and skins, and 





















































ig bristles ; and everybody is dignified. 
‘The impression one has of Hankow, is that 
while one half the settlement are standing 
on their dignity, the other half, with the 
vine leaves in their hair, have considerab’e 
difficulty in standing’ at all. Hankow 
is a thirsty place, and there is an ex- 
cellent club. The Russians formerly 
longed to it. The Ru: and British 
however, would talk politics, and throw 
one another out of the windows, so that the 
Muscovites have now a resort of theirown. 
There is—or was—a capital racecourse aud 
golf links. But the French consul recent- 
Ty obtained a concession of land, and all 
‘one night he anda dozen coolies staked 














[out the racecourse into boulevards and 





rites for cafés, The next morni 
British went down in force and pulled up 
the stake “But this is France, this is 
France!” screamed the Patisian, banging 
himself on the spot where he thought his 
heart to be. ‘* Well,” said a burly Briton, 
“tat present you're on English ground. 
Clear off before I throw you.” France 
retired. But two days after our departure 
from Hankow a little Frouch gunboat came 
wnorting up the Yangtze. By now there 
must have been bloody wat 

Well, the three of us had a faic clean 
start away from Hankow, bicycles loaded 
with baggage, and blankets strapped across 
the handle bars, The British Consul and 
‘one or two others were on th» Bund 
to wish us good-bye, and a full-blooded 
‘American, Jake Child, in a star-spangled 
shirt, came with us some way on his 
machine, It was a grand day, cold but 
cheery. On the banks were hundreds of 
rush tents, ech with a family of ten, and 
they could take up their tents and walk 
and shift their habitation just as it suited 
them, We came across one household on 
the move. The wife and the children, 
joking pans had gone on ahead 
and planted themselves picturesquely on « 
mound. Then the husband came along 
with his mates, and the house on their 
and they planted it on the top 

‘und there they were, cosy aud 


































comfortabl 
Hunger und a slight accident to Low 
machine made us pull up at Seven Mile 
Crock, wnd there we took possession of 
nd did justice to our 

back to Axnkow 

g to catch us up 
at Kiukiang in a couple of days. But he 
had an attack of ague, so that four days 
olapsed before he arrived. Th» other two 
went spinning along the hard bank, with a 
sheot of monotonous plain on one side and 
on tho other the broad river and tho big 
junks, with the sails all tattored and torn, 
‘and as quaint as the garb of a tramp, and far 
off to the south bare humpy hills, Ona little 
swell of ground wasthe village of Yanglo, 
and half-a-hundred of the unwashed and 
unemployed, most of them sore-eyed and 
all of them mangy, came and looked at us 
sadly and philosophically. They awoke 
from their inertia when wo wore about tv 
dopart and raised tho woll-worn battle ery 
of “foroign devils.” We said they were 
very rude people, and then we rode away. 
‘Things went easily till night came, and 
thon they would have gone hard had not a 
lucid and full-faced moon kindly risen forour 
benefit. At ten o'clock we hailed Whang- 
chu, and fifty dogs came to meet us, The 
first house we saw we entered. It w: 
of resting place, #ith one room 
the steamboat steerage 
of coolies were lying in layers. A buvine- 
featured man gave us tea but he said he 
couldn't give us a bed. However, he 
would do his best to persuade a friend of 
his. The friend said he would be delight- 
ed; we could have ashed. We went to 
the shed, that hat been built with a due 
to an economy of wi There 

were two inches of space between the 
planks and, as the temperature was below 
freezing point and there was an icy and in- 
vigorating breeze whispering through the 










































chinks, we agreed it was cold, We lay 
shivering till the rats came along. Thero 
were thousands of them—yes, there wera 
really more than the Kilkenny cats—and 
they varied as much in social standing 
and physique, as over did tho rats in 
ancient Hamelin city. They wera dar- 
ing rascally rats. ‘They jumped on 
our shoulders and there sat  trim- 
ming their whiskers. When we were weary 
of telling them they must really go, we felt 
huugry, and foun:t nothing but a haggis in 
our kit, presented by an admiring Kirk- 
wall man, resident in Hankow. Haggis is 
a nourishing dish, but it has a stodgy same- 
ness about it. And we wanted something 
else. 

“There's a steamer passes hero at one in 
the morning,” said Lunn, “and I'll go 
aboard on a foraging expedition.” “Aud 
if you can get s»mething better to drink 
than Yangtze water bring soveral bottles,” 
was an additional suggestion. So when 
the steamer camo in sight off went Lunn, 
up the side ho clambered, back came the 
sainpan with no Lunn, but away dis- 
appeared the steamer with him on board, 
and his companion was left lamenting, hike 
the lady in the poom (for Lun had been 
carried off to Kiukiang by accidont) and 
had to go back to the culd haggis and the 
rats and the draughts, We came together 
again in several days. 

T proceeded alone.- It was a cold and 
dreary and wesrisome ride, round grt 
marshy elbows of the Yangtse, backed bj 
sharp-edged and blas'ed-heath sore of 
‘The second day a cruel wind came out, and 
cold tears trickled down one's cold nove. It 
was a dismal journey. So dismal, indeed, 
that it was a joy to get to Wanchagan, 
whore the folks wereinclined to make things 
cheery with a little stone-throwing. I went 
into tho best shop in the best street and sat 
down. The proprietorcamewith besoechings 
and hinted that his place would be looted 
and he would be ruined. But Isat on the 
counter and intimated that if I was damaged 
it was very likely ment would 
bo damaged, too, he would be 
jonsible if there was one cyclist the 
in the worll, Tho mob yelled and 
follow wept. Quo was 
































lox 
hooted, and the 
obliged to be sorry for him. ‘So I camo 











sed’ through the mob, reached 
«ment again aud wheeled into 
the night. A mile or two down was a 
little junk, and a fang-toothed, broken- 
nos-d, very sore-eyed Chinaman was cook- 
ing rice. He had evidently seen foreign 
ers before, avd I went on board and helped 
myself to his rice, and generally made my- 
self agreeable. He was quite willing to 
let me be his guest, so the bicycle was 
hauled on board, and with my blanket 
around me and a pocketful of tobacco I 
spent not an unpleasant night. The old 
fellow would not accept a single cash in 
return for his hospitality. 

Now it is delightful when travelling, to 
have an occasional rinse and brush up. 
But the next delizht to being clenn, is to be 
thoroughly and honestly dirty. So Inever 
washed for five days. The wind during most 
of the time was howling, and shrieking, 
‘and bellowing. One morning it blew 
achine and rider clexn off the bank. For 
it was impossible to travel 
ha gale. The sky was 
grey, and the nir smelt of coming snow. 
When Kiukiang was reached, and the 
three of us came together, it tok full 
twenty-four hours to get thawed. Then 
we mounted a boat to escape an ocean of 
marsh, and next day were in Wuhu, Mr. 
Michael Fraser, the: consul, however, 
complained of our turning up up so un- 
expectedly. ‘There was only one bicycle 
in Wuhu, and ho owned it, and it needed 
repairing. Still he said, had he been 
apprised, he would have organised a 
bicycle procession to greet us, and all 
the members of the little British com- 
munity would have got astride the machine 
in turn, and altogether there would have 
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been an imposing array. Then he pro- 
ceeded to call us names, lions and things, 
thet might have made us blush had we 
been modest, and he trotted us round the 
settlement introducing us 10 everybo‘y, 
and an impromptu luncheon party gathered 
together, and in the erening we met more 
folks at dinner. ‘And after travelling 
through a drear land, living on half-cooked 
rice and cold haggis, it is pleasant to 
receive a handgrip from a fellow country- 
man. 
Jonx Foster Fraser. 





Saw Reports. 





H.B.M’s POLICE COURT. 


Shanghai, 15th April. 

Before H. E. Fotronn, Esq., Police 

Magistrate, 
R. v. Rurra SmNcH AND OTHERS. 

Rutta Singh, Bhagwan Singh, and Ghain 
Singh, Sikh watchmen, were summoned for 
unlawfully assaulting Khan Singh at 
Pootung on the 9th inst. Mr. Blake 
appeared for the complainant who stated 
that on the day in question he met 
the defendants who asked him to have a 
drink with them. He refused on the 
ground that he had not time and was 
proceeding on his way when Ghain Singh 
struck him on the head with a piece of 
wood. ‘The other two then forcibly held 
him whilst he was further assulted. ‘The 
blow was extremely violent and he had to 

0 to the Hospital, where he remained three 
ays. 

‘Phe defendants stoutly denied the offence 
and alleged that the complainant who was 
drunk and creating a disturbance struck 
Ghain Singh with his stick, 

‘The caso was dismissed. 








THE MIXED COURT. 


13th April, 1808. 
Cuan, Magistrate, and Janes Scorn, 
ELM. Vice-Consut, British Assessor. 
‘Tar Narionat Bank or Cmmxa, Lp., v. 
‘Tar Gay Dan Baxg. 
Tovouext. 


(Translation.) 
DECISION Bx THE covRT. 

In this case the National Bank of China 
brings an action against the Gay Dah 
native Bank for refusing to honour the 
following nine ‘sight ” Orders :— 

No, 595 for Tis. 5,000 
0,000 











1» 65 ys» 10,000 
708 5,000 
720 5,000 

1» 725 4, 4 5,000 

n 726 3, 3 5,000 

Tis. 40,000 

No. 687 for $9,000 

o» TL 4, 6,000 

$15,000 





The Gay Dah native Bank contend that 
they dealt only with Yeh Ssu-hsien, and 
that they had: no transaction with the 
National Bank of China. 

Now the counterfoils of these nine 
Orders were produced in Court, and 
they are all endorsed ‘National Bank 
of China,” showing that they do not refer 
to special transactions solely with Yeh 
Sst-hrien. 

‘The Gay Dahnative Bank furthercontend 
that they notified in the public press that 
they had cancelled these nine Orders. 

Now when a native Bank issues Notes, 











‘through thé medium of an outside party 
not a member of the Bank, everyone relies 
on the credit and standing of the Bank 
of issue. Should a holder of a note happen 
to lose it, he can apply to the Ban'r of 
issue, report its loss and have it cancelled ; 
but so far there is no such rule asa Bank 
of issue extinguishing its liab'lity at its 
own pleasure by a notice of cancellation in 
the public press. 

The Gay Dah native Bank further 
contend that they lent out these nine 
Orders to Yeh Ssu-hsien for his own 
particular use and that aftorwards, as Yeh 
Ssu-hsien did not lodge assets to meet these 
Orders, the Bank could not of course 
honour them. 

‘Now the mercantile community makes a 
distinction in respect to Bank Orders, 
namely Bank Cheques and Notes. Cheques 
are Orders drawn by parties, outsiders to 
a Bank, against funds lodged with a Bank, 
and if the drawer of the Cheque Order has 
no assets in that Bank, or assets insufficient 
to meet the Cheque, the Bank can in that 
case refuse to pay. But, if a Bank itself 
issues Notes, then the Bank of issue is 
required to have money in hand for 
issuing the Note, and, having issued the 
Note, ought to pay the money in terms of 
the Note. The Bank, however, is free to 
see that the Note tallies with the counter- 
foil and has been regularly como by in the 
hands of the holder; a Bank can on no 
account repudiate liability on the ground 
that the note has been lent out, and say 
that the party who borrowed the Note 
has no assets in their Bank, thereby 
making the note so much waste paper. 
Such Bank Notes take the place of 
hard cash, much the same as foreign 
Bank Notes, and a Bank Note lent to 
a man differs in no respect from hard 
cash lent toaman. The mercantile public 
relies on the eredit of the Bank of issue, 
without questioning whether the Bank Note 
has been lent or not. 

Now these nine Bank Orders, covering 
total of Tis. 40,000 and $15,000, were found 
after duo inspection and ‘investigation by 
the Court, to tally with the counterfoils in 
the Bank’s books; they have come in a 
regular manner into the hands of the 
holders; and the Gay Dah Bank must 
pay over this amount in full to the 
National Bank of China in settlement 
of the claim. As regards tho applica- 
tion of the National Bank for interest 
from the 6th of December 1897, this should 
be left out of consideration as the question 
of the date of the presentation of the 
Orders by the Bank is not perfectly clear. 

‘As rogards the petition of the Gay Day 
Native Bank against Yeh Ssu-hsien of 
owing them large sums of money, this 
must be dealt with by a separate action in 
the Mixed Court, independently of the pre- 
sent claim by the National Bank of China. 

Let all parties obey this decision. This 
is the judgment of the Court. 





Frxprso ny THe Barns Assessor. 

Tn this case the National Bank of China 

applies to the Court to recover from the 

GayDah native Bank certain sums adranced 

against native Bank orders namely 
‘No. 595 for Tis. 5,000 





” 1» 9 10,000 
» 706 5, 5, 5,000 
» 708 5, 5, 6,000 
92 720 yay 5,000 
» 725 5, 5, 5,000 
vy 726 5, 4, 5,000 
‘Tis. 40,000 

and 
No, 687 for $9,000 
» Tl, 6,000 
‘$15,000 





The National Bank of China'claims that, 
in the course of their business they ad- 








native Bank, the latter depositing the nine 
bank orders in_question under seal or 
“chop ” of the Gay Dah Bank as security. 
‘The National Bank of China contends that 
these orders are payable to bearer at sight, 
and that, ‘being holders for value, it is 
entitled to recover the amounts from the 
Gay Day Bank. 

‘The Gay Dah Bank, on the other hand, 
denies having had any dealings with the 
National Bank of China; it alleges that 
such transactions as took place in con- 
nection with these native bank orders, were 
with the compradore of the National 
Bank ; that the compradore of the Na- 
tional Bank of China ‘ borrowed” these 
orders from the Gay Dah Bank ; that the 
Gay Dah Bank is under no liability to the 
National Bank for their repayment; and 
that the National Bank must look to their 
Compradore for satisfaction of any claim. 

I find from the books of the Natienal 
Bankof China produced in Court, that during’ 
a period of some three years, the Gay Dab 
Bank did deal with the National Bank in 
regular account current headed Gay Dah; 
and the evidence adduced shows that tho 
money advanced was on the security of 
orders bearing the ‘chop ” of the Gay Dah 
Bank, the Compradore of the National Bank 
acting as intermediary. 

‘As regards the denial of the Gay Dah 
native Bank of having had any dealings with 
the National Bank of China, the counterfoil 
of each order in question was produced and 
bmitted to the inspection of the Court, 
in each instance, the counterfoil was 
endorsed in Chinese ‘The National Bank 
of China.” 

‘The Gay Dah Bank try to explain that 
this entry was intended to refer only to the 
compradore of the National Bank ; but 
when one bears in mind the care and 
minuteness of detail with which native 
Bankers keep their records and books, the 
accounts of each hong and of each indi- 
vidual being always distinctly and regularly 
set out, it is self-evident that no verbal 
explanation can override the specific entry 
“Phe National Banik of Chinn” made on 
each counterfoil. The wey in the books 
ef the Gay Dah Bank must ‘be accepted as 
conclusive, 

The Gay Dah Bank further alloges that 
these Bank Orders were “‘borrowed” by 
the compradore of the National Bank of 

hina and appeals to two Chinese words 
meaning “borrow” entered on the 
counterfoil. The Manager of the Gay 
Dah Bank, however, could produco no 
receipt from the compradore of the 
National Bank of China’ such as would 
invariably bo required and given in any 
native transaction where money, docu- 
ments, or other securities were borrowed 
or advanced. The Manager stated, in 
explanation of his neglect to take any such 
receipt, that ho handed the Bank Onders 
in question to one of the compradore’s 
stat but when pressed to name that 

jember of the staff, he declared that his 
blenory failed him, though he was positive 
that the man who took away the Bank 
Orders, did so on loan. As regards the 
entry of the Chinese words for ‘‘ borrowed” 
on the counterfoil of the Bank Orders, the 
Manager of the Gay Dah Bank admitted, 
under cross-examination, that the entrj 
was made, not at the time when the Bank 
Orders were issued, but at some subse- 
quent period. Comment is unnecessary in 
regard to such an explanation or state- 
ment. 

‘The Bank Orders were issued as clean 
Orders in the usual way, and, vis-a-vis the 
publicand the mercantile community, these 
Bank Orders pass current like Foreign 
Bank Notes, backed by. the standing and 
credit of the Gay Dah Bank. And itis in 
respect to the use of these Bank Orders as 
currency, corresponding to Bank Notes, that 
the Gay Dah Bank now raises. issue against 
the claim of the National Bank of China. 
According to the contention of the Gay 



































and passes them into open circulation, | vanced these sums of money tothe GayDah| Dah Bank, the National Bank of China 
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ought to have verified these Bank 


Orders at’ the Gay Dah Bank before : 


accepting and advancing money on them. 
Now these and similar Bank Orders 
are regularly issued by native Bankers, 
either for the convenience of their customers 
or to enable the native Bankers themselves 
to obtain loans on short notice; and in 
Shanghai this system of accommodation 
has‘developed into a large business. The 
usual native bank “paper,” accepted for 
this purpose is issued bearing the seal of 
the native Bank under a serial number, a 
certain sum is endorsed in writing on the 
faco of the note, “the year of issue, (gene- 
rally without month or day) is stamped on 
the left hand side; and, in addition [and 
this is the most important point] one Chi- 
nese word is added meaning ‘at once,” 
‘signifying in this connection ‘ton demand.” 
Among Chinese merchants and. Bankers, 
such Orders are spoken of ‘and treated as 
notes “‘ payable to bearer on demand,” and 
this is clearly borne out as the result of the 
examination, direct, by the Magistrate of 
tho manager of the Gay Dah Bank and of 
the one witness’ called on behalf of the 
defendants. They acknowledged that, in- 
respect to such Bank Orders, all that ‘was 
customary for a holder to do, was to 
satisfy himself that the “chop” on the 
note was that of some Bank of recognised 
good standing ; it was not usual or neces- 
sary to present the note to the Bank of 
issue for verification. 

In the face of this evidence by defendants 
and their witness as to local custom and 
usage in respect to such bank notes, I hold 
that the Gay Dah Bank cannot repudiate 
liability for these bank Orders issued by 
them under their seal or “chop.” Accord- 
ing to tho admission of the defendants, 
these Orders were given to the compradore 
of the National Bank of China to raise money; 
they were clean clear orders in the regular 
form payable on demand to bearer; and 
it. would be contrary to every principle 
of equity and justice wero the defendants 
allowed to dishonour their ‘‘chop,” mulc- 
ting a legitimate and innocent holder of 
their Orders, which they admit to be 
genuine and to correspond with the coun- 
terfoils of their books. 

‘Custom and usage ate against defendants’ 
contention, and, in the absence of Statuto or 
of Common Law in Chins to be cifically 
quoted in such cases, custom and usage 
ig recognised in Chineso Courts as legally 
binding, and as such must govern this 
claim, resulting in a decision in favour of 























plaintiffs. 
Tn recording my concurrence with the 
Magistrate's decision as now communi- 


cated to mo in favour of tho plaintiffs, I 
take the opportunity to acknowledge the 
courtesy and ability with which the Magis- 


trate has presided and heard this important | $7 


suit affectin; 
merchants, 


the interests of Bankers and 
oth native and foreign. 


Janes Scorr, 
HM. Vice-Consw, British Assessor. 


13th April, 1898. 





desponding. I had a bad taste in the mouth, 
my appetite was poor, and every morsel of 
food I took gave me intense pain at my chest. 
After every meal I was sick, vomiting a green, 
filthy fluid which was often mixed with 





blood.” 


$e shall have no trouble to understand 
‘this especial phase of Mr. Jones’ illness. The 
green, filthy fluid was mucus mingled with 
bile, ‘and the blood came from some of the 
small blood-vessels, which were ruptured in 
retching and straining. ‘The bilo was out of 











of it. But how did it get out of its place ? 
Wait a bit; we'll come to that presently. 

“Thad,” continues our friend, “dreadfal 
attacks of cramp in the stomach, and the 
gaawing pain was well nigh unbearable, At 
night 1 got. but little rest ; sometimes none 
at all—cold, clammy sweats breaking out all 
over me, and in the morning I hail barely the 
strength to raise myself. (Vhen I went out 
‘of doors my breathing was so bad I had to 
stop and rest every few yards.” 

[The cramp was caused by the gas arising 
from the fermented food, an the short breath 
ing by a partial paralysis of the nerves, creat 
ed by the poisonous acids which had entered 
the blood from the stomach. The nerves 
were also enf-eliled by the enforced starvation 

ke ull the rest of his body.] 
“As month after month went by,” says 
Mr. Joues, ‘my relatives and friends could 
see me wasting away and apparently sinkiog 
into the grave. I became as chin as a lath, 
and you could see: through my bands. My 
legs and faco were atteauated to the same 
extent, and as for my muscles they seemed 
to be all completely gone.” 

(Now, inasmuch as when people waste 
away the fat goes first and the muscles and 
other tissues last, you can perceive how far 
advanced ina decline our good friend really 
was. 

“Yet I continued in this condition,” he 
says, “altogether for over seventeen months, 
I was attended, off and on, by four doctors 
but their medicines had no good effect on me. 
Talso used lung tonics and cod-liver oil, but 
to no purpose. 

In June of this year (1893) I first read of 
Mother Seigel’s Syrup, and my wife got me a 
bottle from Mr. Cole, the grocer, at Gros 
mont. After taking it a few 
lieved, my appetite improved, and thi 
ness (the nausea) left me Keeping on with 
the Syrup I guined strength every vay, and 
in'a month £ vould walle and ride. aad was 
soon as well and strovg as ever. Your rem 
saved my life, and I wish others to know it 
You can refer enquirers to me. (Signed) 
William Joues, Bridge Ino, Kenteburch, 
Pontrilas, Herefordshire, October Slat, 1893.” 

‘The case of Mr. Jones and his recovery as 
set forth by him are well-known ia his neigh- 
bourhood.” His wife says that oue of the 
doctors told her that all hope was gone. But 
happily the doctor was mistaken, as the 
wisest of us sometimes aro. His disease was 
chronic inflammatory dyspepsia, aud that 
only. But that was enough, mercy knows, 

‘a fatal end to it was not far off when 
Mother Seigel’s Curative Syrup had a chauce 
to do its healing work. 

Onur friend is cheerful now because he is 
strong ; and he'is strong because this remedy 
set his digestion to rights. 


(3) 11, 18 & 25ap 224 



















































GOOD FOOD—GOOD DIGESTION—GOOD 
CHEER. 
is located in the 
i is rou s 
ien he 
throws out, Napoleon was often willing to 
trust others to look after the arms and am- 
munition of his armies, but the commissariat 
tment he looked after hit 
"t fight unless 
‘Nor will they. 
yhy we are not surprised to find 
Mr. William Jones saying that at a certain 
time he was ina low and despouding state of 
mind. He gives the reason himself in three 
words, “I was weak.” And wyh was he 
weak? He explains that too. 

““T was always strong and healthy,” he 
says, “up to January, 1892. Then I had a 
severe attack of influenza, followed by con- 
gestion of the lungs. After this I never got 











Bp my strength, and I waa low, weal, and : 





PASSENGERS. 
Deranrep. 

Per str. Empress of China, for London— 
Mr. and Mrs. Cope, Major and Mrs. A. C. 
Yate, Miss Wells, Messre. C.K. Anton, H. 
J. Harvey, Cohn, Fielitz, and G. M. Esch. 
For Liverpool—Mrs. @.’ ¥. Graham. For 
Vancouver—Mrs. M. K. Plummer, Misses (2) 
Margary, and Mr. G. F. Graham. ’ For Taco- 
ma—Rev. Daniel Nelson. For Victor 
Mrs. H. Neodham. For Milwaukee—Rev. 
and Mra, Sweet and son. For Yokohama — 
Mrs. Atcheson, Messrs. A. D. Woodworth, 
H. B. McQueen, V._Hlad, and H. Lohlein. 
For ‘Kobe — Mrs. Eaton, Mrs. “Harriso 
Mrs. Passmore, Messrs. 3f. Schiwaz, and 
B. Shaw. For N ‘Mr. and ‘Mf 
Denegre and child, and Capt. Schein. 

Per str. Chusan, for London—Dr. and Mrs. 
Brander, 2 infants and ama, Mr. and Mrs. 























Rutland, Mra, Berg, and Miss Rutland. | 


place ; that’s why nature tried to get rid | 


For Marseilles -Commander Keppel Wade, 
Rx.. and Mr. J. Berner. For Brindisi 
Mesers. W. Nebel, and G, Rozzardi. For 
‘Hongkong - Mr. and Mrs. Morrow and child, 
Miss WW. Ross. 

Per str. City of Peking, for San Francisco 
=<Mrs, MeIntosh and 2 children, Mrs. J. N. 
Hayes and 5 childrea, Dr. and Mrs. J. L. 
Von Schoich and daughter, Messrs. 8. Kemp- 
Welch, G. Ellacombe, McNeil, and 'T. Moore. 
For New York—Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Grossler, 
and W. A. Morling. For Nagasaki—Mrs. 
and Miss Ringer. For Yokobatia—Mr. G. 
McIntosh. 

Per str. Nagato Maru, for Nagasaki—Miss 
Takes, Messrs. E. G. Gritti, A. Werth, Konet 
Bing ‘Young, Yaeu Young, Ching Zeng. T. 
Hashimoto, K. Matsuda, Yoshida, and Sata 
no. For Kobe—Mr. and Mrs, J.‘V. Thomsen, 
‘Mre. F, H, Siemsen and child, Rev. HS. 
Jefferys, Messrs, W. Nielson, R. T. Warner, 
E. J. Bates, Wm. Thomson, R. H. Iwayt 
8. =; 8, Nakajima, and Wong 
ce = kohama—Mr. and Mrs, Attias 
and 4 children, Mosars. ‘T, Matsumura, and 
J. Hagiwara. 

Per str. Empress of Indi, for Honglcong— 

. Jebson, H. G. Wagott, G. AL 
E. F. Gibton, and F. Grafton, 
1. Chungking, for Tientsin — Mrs, 
Smith, and Mrs, Clarke, For Chefoo—Miss 
Pakotilow, Capt. Sharon, and Mr. Balfour 
Lees. 

































for Hankow—Mr. and 
: . and Mra, J. Panoff, 
Messrs. F. S. Deacon, T. W. Aldis, P. Me+ 
Gregor Grant, Nicolle, aud J. H. buxton, juor. 

Per str, Taishun, for Tientsion—M. and 
M. Pichon and servant. 
. Heinyi, for Tientsin—Mr. Ting 
and servant. For Chefoo—Mr. Chang. 

Per str. Anping, for Tientsin—Count Oriol 

Per Tatung, for Hankow—Messrs, 
Vaulserre, and in. 

Per str. Haean, for Tieatsin—Mr. and Mrs. 
Moss. 

Per ste. Hsinyw, for Tientsin—Mr. Yu and 
servant. 

Per st 




















Pekin, for Ningpo—Mr. and Mrs, 
Bois, Mr. and Mrs. H. P. Wilkinson. 

Peratr. Wuchang, for Chefoo—Mrs. Hall, 
Mra, A. Lamot, Messrs. C. H. Ford, Re 
Haeper, and W. Martinson, 

Per str. Poochi, for Wenchow—Mr. and 
Mrs. Fougerat, child and 3 servants, 

ARRIVED, 

Per ste. Formosa, frum Lond n—Dr, and 
Mrs. Christie, 2 infants and amab, Mes. \Win- 
grove and child, Misses Maclean, und Proctor, 
and vr. Adams. From Hongkong—Messrs, 
Wingrove, and Govimeli 

Ber str. Indus, from Marseilles—H.E, and 
Mme, Pichon, Mr. and Mrs, Banoff, Mr. and 
Mrs, Renault, Mr. and Mrs, Lambert, Messrs. 
Henningsen, B, Nelsow, Gaurleon, 8, Rezdal, 
Aldis, Deacon, Harris, ‘Molchanoff, and ag: 
Inze. " From Colombo—Mr. H. Kotels. From 
Saigon — Messrs- Bertrand, Cothonaz, and 
Kino. 

Pert str. Empress of India, from Vancouver, 
ete.—Mr. and Mrs’ H. A.J. Macray, M 
and Mra: G. Clark, Mr. and Mrs, Iburg and 
child, Miss A. Jones, Mre. Bert, Capt. H. 
H. Gissing, Rev. J. . Roberts.’ Messrs. J, 
A. Hawes, W. B. Johnson, Ditinderfer, E. 
MM, Clark, A. "P.” MacEwen, A. Yunker, F. 
W. Heald, E. Brockelmaon, W. Sinclair, and 
A. Saphire. |” 

‘Per str. China, from San Francisco, ete.— 
Mr, and Mrs, CW. Douglass and son, Mr. 
and Mrs. R. R. Gailey, Mrs. and Misses (2) 
Kasten and 3 children, Mr. and Mrs. R. EB. 
Lewis, 2 children and maid, Mr. and Miss 
Runge, Mgr. Ritter Von Atzer, Messrs, F. 
ML. Griffin, A. H. Heath, L. Mattel, E. 0. 

S. Ward, Mre, V. Porter, Col. 
W. D. and Miss Wolvertan. 


Ber str. Nagato Maru, from Japan, ete. 
Mrs. Macbeth, Connt H. ’Keyserling, ia 
lackenzie, Messrs. E. Reat, S. Garfield, E. 
|. Burrows, Aslevegue, M. Sill, J. C. Bools 
and child, Sano, Wm. Bercher, 8. essenson, 
Geo. Williams, Woolman, and Tan Hing 
‘Tong. 

Per str City of Peking, fom Hoogkoug— 
Mrs. R.T. Hall, Mr. and Mrs. Thomson, 
Baron Von der Goltz, Messrs. Swayne, E. J. 
Bates, Nils Moller, Thomson, jr., Hall, E. B. 
Grimani, G. F. Montgomery, J.’E. Lambie, 
0. A. Dodge, R. Warner, Nielson, and W. 






























































B, Neil, 
Per str. Kicanglee, from Hogkong—Mesers. 
Brokoy, Wong, and Cheng. 
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Per‘atr. ‘Kiangteen, from Ningpo—Mr. ‘A. 
Barre Pekin, from’ Ni pM eid Mrs. 
er at. coma Nini or 
Bois, Mi kinson, and Mr. 












Kianjyd,'from Hankow—Messrs. 

TohantMe Lavchiog 

Kulwo, from :Hankow — aicésre, 
n 





Por ate. Sual, from Basikow—Rev 'C..B. 
“Molland, Meare 2: Gaillard, and tymard. 





ke 2Capédin | 
er Zypen, and | 


"Haalioh, and Me. Bier. 
Beene, Hae from Tangle ‘and Gbetoo - 





ing, strom Chiefoo—Commander 





‘Per str. 'Kiangteen, “from Ningpo — Mrs. 
‘Brockdorff, Messrs. Veitch, E. Hudson, H. 
.C. R. Jenall, E. Brass, A. M. Meith, 
Ramdor. Tresstire—I box. 








‘'N. | Gunwaxy 


‘Mra. Heywood and cl nd Mr. Ramsay. 

Per str. Ngankin, from‘Hankow—Mr. avd 

-Birs. Child, Rev. Seffceyn, Messrs. Hearson, 
Unwin. 











‘fom wigottee, and | 





TNORTH-CHINA “DAILY ‘NEWS, 


Subscription Tis. 2 ‘24 per anu. 
HUPAO ‘(CHINESE DAILY ‘NEWS). 
THE NORTH-GHINA ‘HERALD 
‘SUPREME COURT & CONSULAR | ; 
GAZETTE. _ 


Subscription ‘fis. 12 per annum, 








7 Seana 

‘Loxnoy :—Messrs.. Straets& Co, .30,- Corbhill 
(E,C.) 5 Agence tchell, 12818, ‘Red Loin 

-Gonrt,, Fleet Streshs Mr. «12, 
Clement's Lane ;:Megsrs. .Bates, ‘Hendy 4 
Cv. 37, ‘Walbrools : Messrs. Clarke, Son & 
Plat 85,. Gracechurch Street; Messrs. 
Cowie & Co, saa 17, Green Streets Mr. 
Samuel Deacor Leadenhall Street ; 
Mr, ‘Henry Sell, 10 ree Set; Mr. W. 
. M. Wills, 151, Cannon Street 

Paris: Messrs. John. F. hand & Cie., Bibs. 
Faubourg:Montmartre. 

G. tas ‘Daube & Go. . 

Frankfort o/Maine, _ 


New York &, ATLAntio | 
Srewanr Harrss, 52, West Bad 

Sax Francisco (Cat.):—Mr. 
21, Merchants’ Ex, 

‘Sypszx :—Messrs. Gordon & Gotch. 
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Messrs. Norton, Hargraye& Co. 
Sesses, ‘MacEwen, Frickel & 














THE PE ‘OF ‘CHINA 
FOREIGN POWERS, 


‘roobrane-irrls 
REGULATIONS FOR THE-CONDUOT 
|. OF FOREIGN ‘TRAD! 
"New ‘ahd: enlarged edition, 

“WITH 'A°VERYFULLY DETXIDED 
‘INDEX’ OF ‘cUNTEN tS. 
tPride, 4: 
NoRti chia ‘AHRALD'UFEIGE, 
“Missi. “REL af & WALSH, En, 














"S*ONZEN AND "ROUND ‘ABDUTIIT.” 
Now READY. 
ae THIRD” mre atintatafng 





Mosore,Recixd& Warsn,;Ld., 
i Wat. Baewer & Co. :and 












‘YOROHAM. 









Nacasaxr:—Mr. R. Norman, Ris 


‘Orvidn' br ‘tHis'PABER, 
“Shanghai 17th Tun 1896. 















(From Messrs. Nott, Muirdy & Co.“Piece Géois Trade’ Report of 16th’Aprit.) 


‘plmop GOODS.—Weii 





Maxcaster on that by 
“Newouwano dealers who 
been. 

prices ol 





fered. The trade is 





, this week, tunable to réport ‘any appreciable altetation si 
‘that dealers are more inclined to offer at slightly weaker rates and that several lines of cons 
is only to be refused. “The reason given for this renewal in enquiry, Sposa a 
we received during the week niore favourable news of these ‘mat 

wired are some parcels of Heavy Grey Shirti 
feeling acutely 

year and an indication of this is given by the a 
nut this ina way was to be expected when one 





‘American Sheetings ; holders 
bad period dealers hiad to 


ai 








the extrei 








isiders the trying"times ‘that had to 





dost entire absence for sometime now of Uilaite 


duespited 
ets ‘have 
‘apparently’ refusiog'to soatidee Willlng it the 


f 
ive fae te aly 


through during the latter part of list 
busipess ‘on’ accountiof ‘thé therchants,, 
be gine through, | Adviees froin the: vwxidus 





outports are better and clearances to every depeiidency are satisfactory, while a few lines of 8.4lbs. ° Grey ‘Shirtings’ have:.been «quietly 


taken off the market for Nixcro. - 





‘Where is no political news'beyond the volantaty opening of Woosuxc by’ the Chinese dtithorities a a Treaty Port, 
afféct the Trade much in the meantime, as far as buyers are concerned, but it'may;'in time, considerably -afteet- the shinning interests 


1s far as forwarding goods to the North is concerned. 


The firmness in the MaxcuesreR warket has again prevented much forward néiness to be done, 
quotations having been refused. ‘The export for the past three weeks was’ 26,000,000 yards of 





pot 





ny. 
Plain Gatton. 








are somewhat upset owing to the political troubles with Spain, “whiile Cotton in Livetkpoor, is slightiy higher, boing.now,quoted at 453. 


Grey Shirtings.—g.4-lbs.—The business reported in this. make is vi 
% alae Cock No. 600 $2.10, Blue Lover / 





steady, the tendency 
it Weights.--Only one ‘sce is 





are announced. Red Crab ¥2.59, 
(to arrive), Prices at auction at 








fe public, 
‘Heavy Weights.—Thete hes been aa improved detiatd for these, chisdy trom the Nortteen wicket 13} 
fue Dragon Shield and Blue Orchid $2.63, Blue Droyon and 7 Children\273 aod Eagle O'S.10 
er, especially at the Tater sales. 





‘ery: sti 
2.20, Blue Tai Tos BB F221} and 
of the buyers. 
-» T-lbs. Blue Dragon AA at ¥1.65, 






amounting to only 6,000 pieces, ag folléws: 





Joss Hat 


Blue 2 Can ¥2.55}. | Prices wt ‘uuction keep 





ction are lowe 


hile 
ind’ sales of ove 


1000 


iéces 


I2b., $6-in.—Only one- sule-appears under this heading, viz, 3,000 pieces Man and Spear at'$3.574, while’thé'sinall Iots'sold at 


auction brought rather higher prices. 





ices at auction are lower-all round 





“Joans. 
‘Auction, 


"Sueskings — English —A small éale-of India’s: Head 
_-Amerieai,—Oving to a better demend from the North there bas 
atide-on the following basis :—Three Goats and Two Cush $2:973, Tico Rabbits an 





7 ti 50. a z 
‘D¥ills.— English Nothing doin 


vious Amterican-<-Oaly 0 
“as ge PEN Paty one aa 






privute terms. “Wei believe the 


‘White.Shirtings.—There is some demand for these anda few indents for some special makes bare beet badki 
only sale made public being Aonntain Flower at $3.17}. Auction prices incline to be higher. 


“Glotts.—Sorie 1,200 prices 33:in.~ goods have found ‘buyers under two ‘chopi—Hed “G2 


$2.90 is all that 








n some ex 





or private tdbiits}'the 








'T.974"and'Afan and Stag‘ Nox'850°E205. 


fo sales from first’ hands ‘aré reportéd, ‘and’ the week’s bisine&s is confined to'a émall ‘alé:of Double Squirrel cliop at T248 at 


‘reported udder this heading. 
airy for. these and about 2 
{Dragon Head $3.05, 





000. pieces hiave chiatiged 
Cock \€3: Wand Indian pe 


ed 1,600 pieces Two, Cash at! $2,974, bit this does “wot ‘odmprise ‘the =week’s:business. as several 
dirtval on Zs Sa cto fateaden for whe Nowouwise market 
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Fancy: “Goods.—Very little doing,-the week’s business being made up of a ‘féw small’ sales-of sea) Fast Prin, Fine Italians, a few 
Reds and x small Jot of Dyed Goods, “The prices obtained are suid to be rather higher. 





Cotton Yarn.—Indian—The market has been rather more active owing to an improved demand froin Néwonwaxa and the Rives Ports 
‘and sales amounting t» 2,090 bales are-reported. Prices however are weaker being one tael per bale lower for 103, and 16s, and five 
mace per bale lower for 20s. 

No. W0si,:575 bales—China Mill ‘301.50, Imperial F62.75, Jumes Greaves $769.00/63.50, Connaught 64,00 and Howard and 
Bullough 66.00. 

No. 1655, 425 bales-Kaisar-i-Hind%69.50, Mazagon, Western india, New Ticket and do. Pony Carridige $10.50, Jubilee Ring 
$71.50, Bombay Cotton Bile ¥71.75/71.50 and Af. Petit, Ring $75.00. 

‘No. 20s., 1,090 bales—Peero Mill and Empress Spinning $73.00," Vithaldas (Copaldas) Woman §75:00/75.95, Tmperial and Jamshed 
Ring $75.50, James Greaver'$75.75, Howard and Bullough £76.(0/16.75, Tea Carrier '$76.75)76.50, Jubilee Ring $76.75, Anglo-Indian 
Ring €77.25'and Ripon Mule ¥78.00/77.50, 

‘There, have been no arrivals during the week and stacks are now estimated at,about 22,000 hales. 

Japanese.—Market is quiet for these and prices arevabout ‘F2.00 lower all round. Sales amount to 300 bales as tinder :— 

No 1651.50 bales Gobt Blephant, $75, 75. 

100, ‘Blue Fish, $75:00/76.00. 


iso bales.» 
No, 208.; 150 bales Tico Deer ls. 77.75/18. 


























Metals.—-From Messrs, Alex: Bielfeld & Co.’s Report of 18th April :-—-Metals have; een ratheriflat, though,as :will be aeen by the 
contracts quoted below,-a-few goods orders have been closed, A marked.feature is the.very moderate demand that is shown for 
hundreds aking the place of thousands in anticipation of the Haukow tea season which is significant. ‘The ‘following, show: 

yusiness dons 











.0, cxisf., 250 boxes CornigatedIron, 
24796 £19.0.0 c.f, 30 tons W. H. Remelted Spelter at 9.50 to-F10.00 per L:B. Lead _£13.15.0. c.i.f., 200 tons 
Australian Lead at $6.95 per picul, 500 boxes ‘Tin Plates at 103. 10d., 500 boxes Nickel at ‘67.0, 50-cases Yellow Metal 
Sheathings £47.0.0, c.i.f.,,50,tons Hurd Spelter £17.10.0 c.i.f., 100 tons London Horse-shoes at 89s. 6d. c.i.f 

Owing to discouraging news from Tientsin and Newchwang, Susdéies have not beco nearly as briik as’ 
nearly all that;has been done being to fill orders for-interior markets. ‘The dealers +here show a strong disi i 
busine’ ems to be a fear of impending trouble which bodes ill for the tranquility of the coming Summer. ‘The following 
transac 


30 cases, each 30 gross, Fancy Buttons at £40 per case,.600 cases ‘Tabict, Bar Soap at 2.15'per case, 10 cases, each 100 doz., Rose 
Soap at 1.73 per dozen, 100 cases each 50 tbs,, Bar Soap, No. 2, at 20.90 per case, 35 cases zach 10 ‘gross, Hair pins, at F270 pe 
gross, 1,000 cases Window Glass, 4 B at T4 per case. 


‘At Auction—42 cases, each 100 pkgs., Berlin Wool, 9 oz. at 41.00 to 43.00. 25 cates, Worm Tablets at 14 00 to 15.50. 
Opium.—Closing quotations:—Malwa (new) F594 ; (old) $635/700; Patna F545 ; (new) S324; Benares $540 ; (new) 7528. 

























EXPORTS. 








Sill, —From ‘Messi. A.'R. Burkill’ & Sons’ Citcular of 18th instant :— 

‘Our’ tty circular-was under date of 2nd ‘April, owing’to the Easter holidays'and absence of news we did not issue 
one last weel 

During the interval the London:market has been quiet, and Blue Elephants are still quoted at 10/9. The Lyons 
quotation for Gold Kiling is Fes. 27.25. 


RAW SILK.—This market still.remains very quiet. A small-parcel:of Mountain. 4.and.5:was,sold, at prices below, to bear 
the market for the opening of the New Season. In Yellow Silk some 250 bales have been settled, the market closes 
quiet, but.firm. 

‘ARRIVALS, 
bales Wild ‘Silk. 


REREELS ‘AND ‘FILATURES.—About ‘roo bales ‘Hand ‘Filatures’ have been done‘on the basis of the quétation given 
below. 
The Expoit “of Stéam Filatures to date i 
Japan and 24 bales to London. 


WILD SILK.—Some 250 bales have been sold ‘in the ifiterval, and after showing signs of weikness this market closes a 
little firmer. 





‘as ‘per ‘Customs ‘Returns, 2nd"April to rsth ‘Apiil are: r14 bales‘ White, 112 bales Yellow, and 295 


+ '5{570 bales to Ahierica, 3,641’ bales to the Conitinént, '58 bales to 





PONGEES.—About 3,000 pieces White Pongees, 21/22”x 70 yards x 56/37 oz. x 5% congee, have been contracted for 
at Tis, 16.80 per piece, delivery in about four months. 


WASTE SILK.—There is little doing, some Curlies I-have been sold at ‘T's. 53. 








Prices calculated by Maerten’s Tables at 12 per cent. Exchange 26% and Fes. 3.21. Freight Tls. 7.45 per bale. 





Ts ‘Sug. Fes. ‘Ts. Stig. Fea, 

perpa. perit. perio. rerpa. perth, pero, 
475 10/5 28.70.) HaspFuarone.—Fan Chop 1&2, avg. price. 540 11/9} 32.75 
65 10/2 23.35 Wp Sux.- 


‘TsarLeEs.—Mountain 4 














» vw 8 
‘Tavsaast.—Green Kahing MM. - 4235 9/8} 35-80 “Tussalr Filature 8 Cocoons...265 @ 2712 5/114 4.6/1. oss 2 16.95 
Yeutow Smx.—Mienchew 350 Tussah Rat 724 @ 180 4/044 

x < 320. ais ios Szechuen Tussah Raw, common 165 





‘305 @' 395 6/10 a 7/54 18.90 a 20.70 








180697. 1805-96. 1994:05, 1899-94. 








on 250 190 500 
vy se0son n- 4 

cluding forwatd contracts)" 0 $0,500 Bo 

Stock§ '... on 4,000 0 5,500 5,500 

a eu ” “70,000 85,000» 71,000 77,500 





§ Including old-Silk. 
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* England, * France, &c. Total Europe. America. India &: Egypt. Onan eins: Grand Total. 
















































































Brport White Si in Beles} 1,581 34,504 36,085 11,666, 1,538 1,139 50,498 bales. 
Yellow Silk in picule 5 3,675 3,680 29 3,548 2,329 8,586 5, 
oe wid” 358 738 8,200 440 2 129 8796}, 
Total cones 1,94 46,021 47,965 12,135 5,113 2597 67,810, 

Against in 1896-97 ....... 2,962 48,822 51,794 6,738 3,495 2205 © 64162, 
py YB5-96 coesene 2,612 48,174 50,786 9,715 7,319 3467 T1287 

py WEED sesrnes 35987 45,924 $8,179 8,706 6,713 2,261 65,859, 
1893-94... 50,594 35,787 3,990 9,215 2559 71,651 yy 
1892-99 . 54,086 37,109 7,076 6,198 1,861 72.210 
1891-92 . 2,185 49,499 5,909 5,370 1est = 6,202, 
Export Waste Silk 27,885 38,959 656 1g 1427 ‘41,266 piouts 
Against in 1696-97 .. 23,968 31,749 1724 1 Hw -33,508 4, 
1895-06 . 29,441 6171 iT = 982 «+ 48,900 
1884-95 . 228 36,591 a4 2 7 © STAGE 
Export Cocoons 09 127 Tae a) - “2085 = 6007, 
Against in 1896-97 .. 4,165 4,362 rs ea 5,108 9,530 5 
1805-96 . - 2,301 2,301 935 = 2,092 508 
180805 sess 877 “1763 2,330 “a6 Rea 287 6,688 








* Many shipments are new sent optional, Marsilles or London, 


‘Riso 1,647 piculs Old Silk Wadding to London, 
B22 wo Continent, 
3,53 


Freight.—From Messrs, Wheelock & Co.'s Keport of 18th inst. 


‘The prineipal featur of interest in our homeward frvight market has been the renewal of the Gonferenee Agreoment 
for London, etc., for a further period of one year on terms similar to those of recent is. The tariff list has been revised, 
new rates fixed being nearly the same as those now current, an additional 5/- per ton being imposed on Tea. 

Coastwise :—From Newchwang to Japan and the South excellent rates have been procured, while from Saigon and 
Hongkong to Japan an equally remunerative business bas been done. 

For London vii Suez.—The revised rates in this direction, as decided upon at a Meeting of Conference Agents, will be 
found below. For immediate loading the following steamers are advertised :— 


Glaueus 
Menelaus 
Andalusia (the first representative of the Hamburg-America 
“Magu? ently admitted to the Conference 

ani 


' 
For New York via Suez.—The Benalder cleared on the 7th inst. with about 1,300 tons. The Lennox is now loading 





to sail about 20th. 
28th, 





” 30th, 
» 30th. 











some 3,000 tons, principally Woot from the North, and expects to clear to-morrow, the 19th inst. ‘The Claverhill is advertis 
to arrive here about 22nd inst., and to load at current rates, viz., 27/6, at which rate the Energia, shortly due, is circulated. 





For New York vii Cape.—The s.s, S¢. David has been placed on this berth, rate 19/- per ton of 40 cubic feet, Being 
intended principally for Hongkong cargo, her stay here will be very short, sailing about 25th instant, 

For New York vii Pacific. —There has been a slight change in rates for this direction as per quotations below. 

‘The next sailings are:— 









Dorie leaving here about 23rd instant. 
Empress of India ” » 30th 
China... a EH 4th proximo 
DEPARTURES. 
For London vii Suez— Sundas.s., ‘7th inst. 
[zion 8.8., * X ” 
Glenshicl&.s., via Amoy, 1th }, 
Teucer 8.8.y 16th 3 
For New York via Suez,—Benalder 5.s., 6th 35 
¥or Zebu.— Oneenee 8.¥., 19th 3) (in ballast.) 
For Manila.— Daleairnie £.¥-5 Ist % 


RATES OF FREIGHT. 
by Conference Lines, General Cargo 35/0 W. Silk 37/6 Tea 40/0 
35 37/6 4, 40/0 


” ” ” » 426 » $90 45 47/8 
i» ” ” » 47/6 50/04, 52/8 
” » ” oy 42/6 » 45/0 5 47/6 
» » ” » 47/6 vw» 6004, 52/6 
” ” ” n» 4316 45/0 sy 47/6 

vy 83/0 » 37/6, 40/0 


Above rates are subject to a deferred rebate, as per Conference Circular. 
‘by Conference Lines, Tallow 32/6 nett, General Cargo 38 nett, W. Silk 3510 nett, Tea 37/6 nett. 


” » » oo» » oo» 10 sy 37/6 » 


” wo, B46 ye vs 326 5 y/o 37/6 
35/0 per ton of 20 ewt. for above three ports. 
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‘New York, by Sail. 


9/0 : 
Do,” vid Pacific « gold cts. per Ib. Teay—8 ets, per I. Sill $0.00 per ton Stranbraid. 
Rowe ‘por ton Tea and General Cargo. "10/0 éxtra for Turmeric. 
josTON ” ” ” ” 
‘PHILADELPHIA 330 » » ” ” : 





COAST RATES. 


Most To SHANGHAI $2.00 per ton Coal. 
NAGASAKI 4) $2.00 
Newcuwaye ,, Ko 





Coais,—From Mesers. Wheelock & Co.'s Report of 18th inst. 


COAL.—JaPAx,—The natives havo apparently on their hands more of this article than they know what to do with, 
and it is quite impossil extract any offers from them, nearly the whole stock here is of very inferior quality, and few 
transactions have taken place. ‘The quotations from Japan seem to be very high, but we can only conclude that they are for 
the best quality. Rates of freight having considerably advanced, and with the scarcity of tonnage, we should soon see higher 
prices. 








Canprer.—Thore has beon, we believe, a very strong demand, but as put wo hare, heard of no business. Tt is 
roported that as high aa ‘Tis. 26 per ton has been offered, but we know of no transactions at this figure. 


‘From the latest telegzaphie news received from the Colonies prices seem to have advanced 
re 


Sypwey Woutoxcoxa. 
believe that a cargo ex sailer has been offered at 33/6 per ton 


0 much as to‘prohibit anything being done here. 
but refused. 

Quotations:—The undernoted figures are based on the most recent settlements for cargoes to arrive and do not 
represent the present market rates for tock, which fluctuate with the supply and demand:— 



















Tis 17.00 per ton. 
oy 15.004, nominal, 


ex godown . 
Ser cy) 13,00 4, sales, 


Ame cite, ” 

Sydney Wollongong, steamer eargo ex godown 
‘Otznji, ex godown 
Karatz, ex godown 
Ohnoura, ex godown 
Komataa yy 
Hokoku yy 
Ohnoura 3 feet. 


“LPs, 7.25 @ 8.00 per ton, 


oo 5 yy 
“Japan, Takasima Lum 
” Sm a 
. Namazuta fump, * +All contracted for. 
‘Miiké Lump, » : 
Small ex godown 


Arrivals during the fortnight have been :— 








April 1, Yungping, str. .. $45 tons Kaiping Dust Coal, to consumers. 
1, Ohuyetsu Baru, str. ... 1,622 ,, Karatz Coal, to consumers, 
2 2 Taiwan, sti 1,783}, Kebao Coal, to consumers. 
v5, Chingping, st ‘922 1} Linsi Mixed Coal, to consumers. 
2 8, Fujisan Maru, st 2,043}, Miiké Small Coal, to consumers. 
nT, Foochow, str. ". 


1,687}; Moji Coal, to consumers, 

Namazuta Lump Coal, to consumers, 
3+ Namazuta Dust Coal, to consumers, 
3) Kaiping Dust Coal, to consumers, 
150}; Moji Coal, to native dealers. 

3» Kaiping Coal, to consumers. 
3 Sapan Coal, to native dealers, 
'250 }, Miliké Large Coal, to consumers. 
3s Ichimura Large Coal, to consumers. 
1» 14, Hoiping, ate. »» Kaiping Dust Coal, to consumers. 

KEROSINE OIL.—Astentcan.—We have experienced a very slack fortnight, and a very small business has been 
done at gradually declining price, the lowest prio touched being Tis. 1.87 per cate,’ The northern merchants not having 
entered tho market to make their usual annual purchases may account somewhat for the weakness that is now ruling. Tho 
arrivals have been the Helensburgh on the 7th instant with 65,000 cases, and the Forrest Hall on tho 14th instant with 85,000 
cases, Including the above arrivals, stocks now stand at 670,000 cases. 


Bartoum has declined in sympathy with other brands, and the market is also weak at Tis. 1.55. Arrivals:—Tho Sabine 
Rickmers, 3rd instant, with the equivalent of 30,000 cases. Stocks, 72,500 cases. 


‘Laxakar,—Prudentia arrived on the 3rd instant, bringing 108,000 cases, which has replenished stocks to 70,000 cases, 









Quotations—Devor's ... Is. 1.57. per ease. 
‘Batoum, Anchor Chop » 155 
ee a ead toca tet” 

2 os a Tao et'two tins, pO2e month's delivery, 
Langkat haa Gy 


1 Fr ease. 
» ab the Tanks.. ws ite Per gallon, 





1 : - 
Bxchange,—(Closing Rates)—On London—Telegraphic ‘Transfers, 2s. 5jd. Banks Bills, 2s. 5;gd. Banks Bills, 4 months’ 
Tight, Bs, 644... First-Class Credits to Banks, 4 months? sight, 2s. 6d. ; 6 months’ sight, 2s. Ghd. ; Private and Boomentar, 
4 months’ sight, 28. O}d.: 6 months’ sight, 2s. 64. On France—Bank Bills, Transfer Fes, 3.15. Credits and Documentary 
Bills, 4 months’ sigbt, 3.20, 6 months’ sight, 3.21. On Germany—Credits and Documentary 4 months’ sight, Marks, 
2.61, lowest 261, highest 2.62. On New York—Credits and Documentary Bills, 4 months’ sight, per $100 G.$62, lowest 62, 
highest 62}. On Hongkong—Telegraphic Transfers, 743, lowest 744, highest 744 per $100. ite Bille, 3 days’ sight, 74, 
lowest 74, ‘highest 742. On Yokohama—Telegraphic Transfers, $81, lowest 81, highest 803 per $100. Private Bills 15 days’ 
sight, 780, lowest 80, highest 803. On Bombay and Calcutta - Telegraphic Transfers, Re: 1854, lowest 1855. highest 187 per 3100. Bank 
Bille’ demand, Re. 188, lowest 186, highest 1863. Bullion—Gold Bars, Shanghai, 98 touch, $397.50, lowest 386.00, highest 988,00. 
Silver Bars, $111.15, lowest 111.10, highest 111.90. Mexican dollare, £75.6625, lowest 75.50, highest 75.70. Carolus dollars, 95.00, 
Towest 95.00, highest 96.00. Copper Cash 1,180, lowest 1,170, highest 1,180. ‘Chinese Interest, mace 1.20, lowest 0.8, highest 1.5. 


Bar Silver in London, per oz. 253, lowest 253%, highest 26. 
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Daity Qvoratioxs. 
(From Messrs. Morriss, Fergusson & Robertson's Circul 














| Bar Ox Loxpos. Gea. | New ono- 








Perel MANY. YORK| proyg.| HAMA, 
8 o7 in 4 mfs|Docty.|KONS. | gurp | TT 


[edon,| T/Transfers. | Pank $ m/s. | Credits 4 m/s. | Docty. 4.m/s. Fate rae 




















Lowest, Highest,(Lowest. Highest|Cowest. Highest|towest, Highest| Lowest. 


623 | 74/2 | 803/81} 187 





| 9533) 253 2.55 263 | 263 2.6) 2.65 

254° | 25% 255 26, |26ye 264 2.68 623] 743] 81 | 1965 

6 | 26 263 | 263 2.6) 2.68 623 | 744) 81 186}, 

25h | 2.53 z 2.6: |263 26) 2.65 625 | 744] 81. | 1863/1885) 
ib 

o5j [25g | 2.5% 26, | 263 263 2.68 623] 744] gh. | 1853 

25% [255 2.55 2.03 12.6% 2.6} 2.68 623! 743! 81 | 1855 














ym Messrs. J: P. Bisset & Co.'s Report of 18th April :— 


Tightness of money both here aud in Hoogkoug has restricted business this week. ‘The unsettled state of politics has checked busivess, 
more especially in bank shares. si yee 














Baxxs.—Hongkong &- Shanghai Banking Corporation.—Buta small business has been done at 195 percent premium, and the market closes 
weak with sellers." We quote 194 with sellers as the closing rete. |The Hongkong quotation is 189 with sellers. Bank of Ghina de Japan,— 
‘The final repayment vf deposits in'the old Bank will be made on the 14th May. ee ; a 


Manise Insuraxce.—North-China Insurance Co., Ld.—The 





report and accounts to the 31st December have been published. ‘The 
mecting of, shareholders is called for the 25th current, 1896.—The- net- premiams amoung to ‘958,512.64; and the; losses and claims to 
57770,241.16, equal to 80.95% of the preminms, as compared with 73.25% in the previous year. After payment of a dividend of-10% to 
shareholders, there was a balance at debit of F21,G14.153, which was deducted from the Liability Account for 1895 and previous years, 
which now shews a credit balance of £7,120.51. 1897,—The net premiums amount to £824,885.07, which isP169,038,08 less than those of 
the previous year, from a voluntary restriction of the Company's busiuess. ‘The expenses mount to $160,146.16, equal to 19.41% 
of tho premloms, itist 17.15% in 1896. “Tlie losses und claims paid amount to $334,037.25, and the Ualance carried forward 
is 411,133.13, which iv" 794,613.62 miore than ‘is’ the previous year. Claims to “the. amount .of 96,905.52 have been paid 
since the 3ist’ December, and the Directors propose to retain ‘¥162,996.61 to provide for outstanding claims and unexpired risks, 
Teaving an estimated profit of f152,000, which they, recommend to divide by paying a dividend of 10% on the paid-up Capital, and bonus of 
10% on contributions, at exchange 2s. Gd. Shares hive been placed at £193 and 2.0. Faugtsse Insurance shores were sold at $140. 
Straits Insurance Co. Ld —The Report and Accounts were passed at the meeting of shsreliolders held. in Singapore on the 12th instant, 
1896.—The losses and claims amounted to $1,256 746:33, which is equal to about 9 of the net-premiums, against 74.13% in the previous 
ear, To meet the deficiency for this year, $110,000 have been taken from the Reserve Fund, and Reserve for Exchange and Investment 
uctuation, of which $30,000 are carried forward to Underwriting account to meet further lostes anp claims, which leaves a balance of 
$347.66 at credit of profit and loss. 1897.—The net premiuiin amount to $742,669.53, which is $535,185.48 less than in 1896, ‘The 
Tosses and claims paid amount to $203,706.09, and a balance of $219,173.45 is carritd forward. ‘The expenses are $219,719.52, equal to 
nearly 29.59% of the premiums, as against 16.75% to the previous year. Shares were forced off at $11 aud $12. Molders now ask’ $19}, 


Fine Ixsuraxce.—No business to report. Hongkong quotes sellers of Hongkongs at $3924 and of Chinas at $98. 


Surrrrxc.—Indo-China S. N. shares have been place | at'F48 cash and £43 for the 30th current. There are cash sellers, China Mutual 
Steam Navigation Co., Lil.—The Directors’ rop»rt and accounts to the 3ist December wore presented aork passed at tho meeting of sharcholders 
held in London op the 92nd March, ‘The net profits for 1897 amount to £51,8/7-15.7, equal to 20 17% on the paid-up capital, as compared 
with 17.25% in 1896, Including a balance of £1,490:9:4 from the previous year, there was a sum of £93,368.4.1T at credit of the profit and 
Joss account, out of which an intorim dividend of: 3% was paid’ on the Preference ‘shares.’ A further dividend of 3% was declared on the 
Preference shares, a dividend of 67% for the yearon the Ordinary shares, aud £37,001 were’ placed ‘to the credit of the Depreciation, 
Boiler and Reserve Fund, leaving a balance of £1,305.16:11 to be carried forward. “The Depréciatidn Rand now stauds at £123,769.17.0, 
‘and the Insurance Fund at £17,386.1.0."" 9°" oa 


Svcan Comranres.—No business reported. Hongkong quotes sellers of China Sugar Refining shares at $168, 


Mrsixo,—Raub Australian Gold Mining shares were placed to. Hongkong at $29, and at! $29} for the 30th current. Oliver’s Freehold 
fine shares, issue B, were placed locally at $6. Vio st 























































Docks, Witanves & Govowxs.—Boyd ¢: Co, shares are offering at F200. Shanghai Dock shares wero placed at "82/81 cash. Shan; 
& Hongkew Wharf shares were sold at £120 and F119 for the 3let May. Hongkong & Whampoa Dock shares ure offering ia the South at 
250 per cent premium. abd HU . 





Lanps.—Shanghai Land Investment shares were placed at $92}, $91 and £90. Humphreys’ Estute ds Finance shares were placed locally 
at $9 and $9.25 


InposrrtaL.—Cotton Mill shares :—E-swos were placed at T101, and are wanted. Internationals at £112, both cash and for the 30th 
current." "Zaoi-Kung-Moicsat £104, and Soy Chees at T5124 aud $520. China’Flour Mill’shares were placed ‘at £55 cash and ‘60 for the 
30th current, cunrtie ew issué, and: Shanghai Ice hates at $117. °” BG ea ar va 





‘Tocs axp Ganco Boars.—Shanghai Cargo Boats shares were placed at $180. Co-Operative shares are offering at 165. 


‘Misceutaxzovs.—Shanghai-Sumatra Tobacco shares changed hands at ‘F883 cash’ and ¥96 for August. Shanghai-Langkat Tobacco 
shares were placed at £295 cash, ‘F305 for the 30th April, 9320-for the 31st May,-and £340" for ‘the BOth: June: Shanghai Horse’ Bacay 
shares changed hands at $74, J. Llewellyn & Co. shares at $60; Hall dé Holts shares at $41/42, and Central Stores at $10. Green Island 
Cement shaved were resold to Hongkong at $28. ° ai ae ‘ 














































ee 
x Trate of 5 ‘elietarn on Ines 
LUANS. Jaterest {When Payabl ¢| aalonisg, or Closing. 
Shanghai Mun. Delentures—Issuel 888) 6% | Dec. & June. | (9) 5.73 F102.00 
Do. 1890) 6Z 1" Do. (9) 5.76 £102.00 
Do. 189 34% Do. (9) 5.39% 100.00 
Do. 18994 5% Do. “ ‘$98.00 
Do. 1893} oe 4 Do. 
“Do. 1894) x x ; 6% Do, 
Do. 1895) 'F115,000.00 |¥115,000.00 | 100; 5% Do. (g) 5.18% 
Do. 1896] 120,000.44 |#120,000.00 | f100' 5% ‘Do. (9) 5.17% 
Lyceum Theatre Debentures. $25, 4% | 24 July i895 || *: 
Chinese Imp. Government Loan 1886 3250; 7% | Mar. & Sept. | (9) 5. 
Shonghai Land Inv. Co, Debentures. 1880] 100. 6 Z | May&Nov. | (9) 5.76 
De. Do. 1892} 3100. 54 June & Dec, | (y) 5.505 
Do. Do. 1894) ; ‘F100 t Mar. & Sept. | (y) 5.80% 
‘Po. Do. 1896] $250,(00.00 [250,000.00 } S109. 5% | Junet Dec. | .(g) 5.44% 
Shanghai. Waterworks, Co.- Debentures|'94] £100.600.00 ($100,000.00 | #100! 6% | Mar. & Sept. | (g). 5.81% 
ene Do. ['96} F200,0v0.00 ;F400,000.00 | F100. 5% j. dune & Dec, .| (a) 5.44% | 
Shanghai & Hongkew Wharf Co. ;; ‘400,000.00 |¥100,000.00 | 100] 6% | June & Deo, || (g) 5.60%. 
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‘Statement of knports-and Deliveries of Cotton and- Wooll Goods for the week ending 16th April, 18987—~ 
me compiled, from the “ Customs Daily Rotaea We 7 to, 85, both. numbers. incasive, 


Re-EXroxns axp tum Distixatioxs, 
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125,900} 9, 
7,800! 




















Torat DELiveRigs. ‘Torat Inronts. 


















Goons. ina Taw mor the year | Agninet tant ‘Agniont 
sertion | vor the weok.| from ntgan. | “Syear to ihe, 
sate Ub, 158. 1svh. 

iy Siro “1,576,229 $7,758 | 7,810,933 
TClothé, 32-in, "230,952 15,505 246,080 
i 36-in 28,327 2.165 59,188 
87,225 86,651 

| 649,030 

10 } 143,897 


5 
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Hongkon} adtanshatBank.Co 50,000] §125| $125) $6,000,000) s20s,ssa225112-97| reiglie- 298 
Bani of China & Japan Ld. 





ordinary shares| 107,483, £8, £4) £50,886.16.7 31-19-96 | None. 
| eke do. | Lio 2) 2 | 
ional Bank of China, La. ...| 40,453) £10} i 
Satine) Be ‘Sate £10, } soe $4,523.23 31-12-97 | 1$1.18| 1- 3-97 
Do. Founders’) 750] £1/ £1 a 


Insurance ( Marine.) $1,200, . 
Onion In, Society of Canten,La.) 10,000] $250, $s0{| ens} $674,784.58.90- 6.97] 4816)15-10-97 


{ 
China Traders’ Ins. Co., Ld. ...] 24,000} 88.33, s25{| 183,303.97 { $351,807.25] [30- 4.97]  4$5/4- 10-97 


5,000} £100, £25/¥250,000.00} 1306,887.20}31-12-96 |1T18.18)28- 4-97 


North-China Ine. Co., La, i 
$ 
Vangtezelnsurance Ass'tion,La] 6,938} sioo| soo} |S20/900-09| | $344,185.07]31-19-06] 4819}80- 4-97 $11.00) 7.86 
$95)13- 1-98 | $11.00) 8.45] 


Canton Insurance Office .. 10,000) $250) $50} $1,300,000] $4,276.22] 


















. Straits Insurance Co.,"LA. .. 30,000} $100) $20) $3,220. $249,521.11)31-12-97 4$2)27- 3-96 | $0.67) 0.56} 
Insurance (Fire. ) 

Jkong Fire Ins. Co., La....| 8,000] $250,850 § $288,875.16|31-12-97 | 49264)2 5.84] 

Gnnn Fas Tavorance Co, La..| 20,006} $100) $20} $237,802.90|31-19-97 | 436.05) 6.92) 











‘Shipping. L 
B’kong, C’ton & M'cao 8.B.Co..| 80, ( $15, $15) $37,344.58|31-12-97 | *$1.20) 
Indo-China ‘Steam Nav. Co. 49,589] £10) £10) £1,380.16.3]31-12-96 | 485.07] 
Douglas Steamship Co. Ld. $50) $50) [30- 6-97 | +$4.00)27- 9-97 





Ch. Mutual S.N.Co.pref.shares.! 16,736) £10) ih *3%/31- 3-98 
Do. ort do. 1,231) (£10). £105)" ~ 31-124 = Bes 
FS SE] HE) Bo a) scrapes ansseasbvseor|| pat 38 





Sugar Companies. 


Perak SogerCultivationCo.La.| 5,000] 350 Is1- s-07|  ¢s2}23- 


















































China Sugar ReBving Co. LA...} 20,000] $100 31-1 5 
Laren Buger Refining Co, ‘Ld... 7,000) $100) piaoay a3 
ning. 

heridan Con, M, &B.0.,L4. } 20,000} $300] £100) 12. 
Panjom Mining Co. La. 59,349 $4) ‘4 Laeapeccen 31-12-96 | None.| 

soba aiee arti shares] $0,000) St} { $6,537.25|31-19-97 
Selebu Mining & Tradin; 5 §$38,523.18)28- 7-97]  *57115-10-94 
Roub A’lian Gold Min. Co. La.}200,000] £1! 13/10] 23,361.17,11|31- 3 8 
pds Mere ond Ge i) £2,361.17.13)51- 3-97 | $30.51] 7- 2-98 
Boyd & ., Founders’ ...] _ 200] 100) | 
Beya & Con, La., Ordinary. 7,800] 100) fo. «97 {I 
BOER eR corte gal Gia] HB ial Tom), Taseale- on | 1 

mo. Founders] “"S00| s100l FI { 14,016:64/30- 4:97 None. : 
Brkong & W'pao Dock Co., Ld.| 19,500] $1251 $125) Is1-19-97] *197}22° 298 
shanghai & Hkew Wharf Co...| 15,100] 100] ¥100] 1-19-97] ¥5)23- 9-98 
Wkong&K'Io0n Wh. &G.Co.,La} 20, $50) 854 4 [51-12-97 | us.50)22- 2-98 

an 
Sh, Land Investment Co., La. 26,000 50) £50) .61)31- 3.25] 7- 24 
Briong Landinvest.&A.Co.La.| 50,000] gio0| $50] ex sone] eorsseseaiizes| "Feclon. a8 
KowioonLand Building Cold] 8,960) “s50] $30) © sone $164.60)31-12-97 | 4$1,00/27- 1-98 
Humphreys Estate &F. 30,000] $10] $10 ¢95,000.00] -$934.68)31-19-97  46%| 5- 3.98 
ria, 

Shanghai Gas Co... 3,000] 100) F100 74.29}31-124 ooo. 1. 
Haley Brothers, La ex] 98504 559] 839 icon aetna 8 +4 Desa eee 
0 Cotton Sp. &W. | 10,000 '303.86)31-10-97 | +33.50}04: 

International CottonBfun.Co. La} 7/620) 7 9.97 50] 8-1 
Cite row Cones Sa ‘¥2,678.69130- 9.97 | 423.50) 8. 
ning and Weaving Co., Ld...) 6,000 12. 
Soy Chee Cotton Spin. Co. Lal 2°00 tong 1 208 
Yah Loong Cotton Spin. Co., La] 7,500] ‘ 
Shanghai Ice Co, | "540 
Shanghai Rice Mill Go. La.-:| 2,000] 
China Flour Bill Co., La _....| 3,000) 
American Cigarette Co., La. 1,500 
HWkongCottonS.W.&D.Co.,La.| 9,000) 
S'hai FeatherCleaning Co., Ld.| 300] 
‘Tugs and Cargo Beate. 
Shanghai Tug Boat Co., Ld.....] 1,000) ‘£2,668.10/31-12-97 W€5)23- 3-98] 20] 9.52, 
‘Taku'Tugand Lighter Co., Ld. 8,600 d 


| 57,935.65) 27. 2.96 | 7.67] 


5- 3-98 |¥15.33] 
5- 3.98 |$13.67] 
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a shai Car e Boat So Ta. 

operative cargoBoatCo., 3, 

ee: ciliate, aera ee 
uanghaiWaterworks Co., Ld.| 7,200] £2 x 

‘Tientsin Waterworks Coy'La.. “6501 $100) S109) °2°002-07 





3 
2 
8 
4 
8 





[13, 





Shanghai-Sumatra Tobacco Co, 
Shanghai-Langkat'Tob.Co., La, 
Do. ‘New issue| 


ShanghaiHorse BarauarCo.,La.| 1's00| €50| $50) 
J: Llewellyn & Co., Ld. 1,200] $100} $100) 
Ball & Holtz, La. 250; $20) $20] $195,000 


j24- 4-96 |. 4.00) 
25- 5-93 






A. 8. Watson & G no fo) 2 Sy 18-10-97 | $3.33 
Ball's Asbestos "Eastern | 22%! $20) $10) $125,000) | 12,199.16 $0.97] 8.09) 
Agency, La. .. 200] si) el]. £13.13.10)31-12.96 





Hongkong, Electric Co., Li. 


30, ). 4-4 
Central Stores, La. . *eooo] Sout eke] Dome] «4S 900.85I00- 4-97 


6,000, $20; sis}... §$7,889.84)28- 2-97 















































Posmmox pen Last Revonr. | Lasr Div. &e.| © |= 82-3 (Case Quorarmow 
Paid 7 Bs eee e 
HARES No, |Ve : To | Wheo [£3 8|2 8 $= 
bk : No. alse. “up. | Reserve, [4 Werkivs) pate. |share-| paid or SZCjZEEE| Closing. 
: Arenas, holders] due. (“2 (3 8 & 8) 
per cent. Ts. 


268, 















$140.00) 
$130,00] 
$12.00] 


$337.50) 
$99.00) 





$60.00} 43.80 
$42.00] 30.65 
$12.00 8.76 





$10.00) 7.30 
$10.00} 7.30 

















© For half year. + For year. tInterim drividend. j Final dividend for business year. § A deficit. Tal ‘Exclusi 
y eet bir el, Depreciation Fund. fe) Reserve against Exchange and Investment Fluctuations. 





7e of accrued interest, 


(J) Bonus. 


the full term. (k) On the 3lst December last, there were ouly £1.10.0 per share paid up, this, with the 


further calls of £1.10.0 per share since paid, cover the deficit. (j) Cum the right to the new iseue at par, For all Dollar shares the 


exchange ia fixed 





73, (i) The Accounts are not 





Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 
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